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What Some Local Folks Might Want in 1993 
A new year is upon 

us ... and before listing a few 
of the wants for the good 
citizens of Windsor 
Locks ... a few sage rem~: 

"Outside of traffic, there 
is nothing that has held this 
country back as much as 
committees. " 

"A little government and 
a little luck are necessary in 
life, but only a fool trusts 
either of them." 

"Many know how to 
flatter; few understand how 
to give praise." 

"Love doesn't make the 
world go round. Love is 
what makes the ride worth-
while." 

So enough of 
wisdom ... how about a few 
gifts or wishes for the 
following: 

George Hall: Success in 
naming the park at South
west: Veterans Memorial. 

John Gionfriddo: 
Continue the best local 
"Sounds of Music." 

Fire Chief Dean 
Ribaudo: To follow Bill, 
Jack, Ray and Joe as a 
successful Fire Chief. 

''Mo'' Moriarty, Jr.: To 
keep Bradley Airport a busy 

place to work. 
Carol Ann Janssen: 

Picture on Box of Kellogg's 
CornFlakes. 

Yvonne Thibodeau: 
Keep adding sunshine at 
your job in Somers. 

Charles-Ten: One of the 
best eating places in town 
where everyone knows your 
name. 

Fran Aniello: I still need 
putting lessons. 

Red Burnham: To 
continue the best Connecti
cut bowling show on 
national television. 

Bob Norris: Another 
year as one of the top soccer 
officials in Central Con
necticut. 

Keith Griffin: Another 
year of interesting "Random 
Thoughts. " 

Jennie Marconi
Javorski: To become 
newest star on local political 
scene. 

Paul Seaha: To keep 
Halfway House Road a 
flowery place. 

Ed Viggiano: Keep 
those old Windsor Locks 
pictures coming to the 
Journal .. 

Steve Wandzy: A role 
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on Broadway for this 
talented perfonner. 

Pizzoferratos Boys: 
Future in high school ice 
hockey for these two nice 
boys. 

Len Senofonte: Plenty 
of golf in retirement. 

Mitchell Staszko: 
Always combining golf with 
his "Good Samaritan" role. 

Coach Dan Sullivan: 
Hopes for great basketball 
season and continued fan 
support. 

Alice Clack: The year 
for another run for First 
Selectman role? 

Mike Sinsigaili: To 
convince town officials the 
need of full time Fire 
Marshal. 

Gary Lavoye: Another 
chance for political 
office ... F/S?n 

Ed Ferrari: Politics or 
the License Bureau? 

Dick Williams: To take 
out insurance against 
another bad Red Sox year. 

Joe and Betty LaPierre: 

Relaxation they deserve-and 
another trip to country music 
territory. 

Dan Kervick: Chair
manship of next Town 
Charter Committee. 

Richard Frawley: 
Successful start to "celebrat
ing the town's history ... " 

Con 0 'Leary: A job ... or 
politics as usual n? 

Donut Kettle: Another 
best eating place in town, 
where everyone knows your 
name. 

Dave Farr and Ed 
Brazalovich: That their 
Yankees buy the best free 
agents and the pennant. 

Carl Schiessl m: No 
problems until 1994?? (Be it 
as Senator or Representa
tive) 

LeRoy Hay: Has a 
job ... but needed assistancel ! 

Chris Battistini: 
Another local young hockey 

player looking towards the 
future on the rinks at high 
school and college. 

Phil Famiglietti: 
Successful year for newly 
organized ~idd1e School 
PTO. 

Citizens of Windsor 
Locks: Health, happiness 
and heartfelt thanks for so 
many C&K interviews. . 

And best of all. .. Happy 
New Year to All. .. "Smile, 
you're one day closer to 
spring." 



Gary LaVoye 

In the recent November 
election, Gary Martin La Voye, 
a Republican, was a candidate 
for State Representative in the 
60th District (Windsor Locks 
and Enfield). He lost to in
cumbent Carl Schiessl ill, a 
Democrat, along with two 
other candidates. 

Looking back at the cam
paign, Gary agreed, with these 
biblical words... "I have 
fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept 
the faith." . 

Was he glad he ran? "Ab
solutely." Would you do it 
again? "Yes." 

The next election is in the 
fall, the state contest in 1994. 
Before giving his future po
liticalplans, let's relate Gary's 
interesting story of time in the 
Air Force, a somewhat diver
sifiedemployment record and 
being a proud father of three, 
and grandfather of two little 
girls. 

Gary was born in the 
Bronx, N.Y., the son of the 
late Harmond La Voye, a na
tive of Vennont, and his l~.te 
mother, Mary (Flynn) 
La Voye, who came to New 
York City at the age of 30 
from her native Ireland 
(County Cork), and met 
Hannond, and they were mar
ried. 

Gary has two sisters. 
Patricia Waller, married to 
George Waller, and before 
their move to Florida, lived in 
Vernon. Gail (Gary's twin sis
ter), now Mrs. George 
N orthcross, also resides in the 
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sunny state with her husband 
Moved Here Young 
Gary came to Connecticut 

only a year old, when his fa
ther, active in the unions in 
New York City, came to East 
Hartford for a job at Pratt & 
Whitney. 

Their young son grew up 
to be a football player at East 
Hartford High School, Class 
of 1959. In all reality, Gary 
said, "Sports came second, I 
worked a lot after school." 

In January 1960 he joined 
the U.S. Air Force and the 
next six years meant travel, 
active and inactive service 
time, a wedding, a son, and 
experiencing the sands of Af
rica. 

Gary had taken basic train
ing in Texas, followed by 
schooling in the Lone Star 
State, in the accounting and 
finance field Next move was 
bac1t east and "down east," as 
the natives say, in Maine, at 
the Loring Air Force Base 
where, Gary said, "the run
way ended in Canada." 

Casablanca 
After a year of the Maine 

winter, Garywasofftoamuch 
wanner climate and a place 
made famous by a movie of 
the same name, "Casablanca." 

Let's travel backward once 
more. Gary had known 
Rosemarie Bonfiglio
Peloquin since the second 
grade. 

Of course, they waited 
until their high school days to 
date, he at East Hartford, Roe, 
as she is better known, at 
Mount St Joseph. 

They were married on 
Sept. 4, 1962, just after Gary 
left Maine andbefore heading 
for Africa. Roe, the new bride, 
came soon after, with Gary 
spending two years there, and 
Roe 19 months. Their first 
child, Eric, was born in 
Casablanca. 

'Weather Was Great' 
Gary was a member of the 

Strategic Air Command, 
Headquarters.1benewlyweds 
were fortunate, they had an 
apartment villa. What about 
the weather? Gary said, "We 
had numerous windstorms off 
the desert, along with some 
rainstorms, but really the 
weather was great." 

More on Roe, the adven
turous bride. She is the daugh
ter of East Granby resident 
Concetta Viets, who came 
from Italy. 

Roe's dad was alsoJrom 
ltaly,thelafuJosephBonflgHo, 
who for years was a barber in 
East Hartford. Roe has two 
brothers, Robert of Enfield, 
and Paul in Rhode Island 

Roe and Gary have two 
sons, Eric and Steven, and a 
daughter, at home, Debbie. 
Like her brothers before her, 
she was a grad ofWLHS. To
day, Debbie works for Aetna, 
and attended the University of 
Hartford, earning a degree in 
business. 



Behind the Recent Candidate 
Eric, born in far-off 

Casablanca, is married to 
Margaret Stanhope, and they 
reside in NOlWOod, Mass. with 
their daughter, Justine, just a 
few months olel 

Eric played Little League 
and soccer as a young boy, is 
a grad of Bryant College 
(Criminology), and is now 
employed by Star Department 
Stores in their COIporate Se
curity Division. 

In Dad's Footsteps 
Steven, who earned Uni

versity of Hartford degree in 
engineering, is married to 
Colleen Kimes. They have a 
daughter, Maegan. Steven, 
captain in the U.S. Air Force, 
has been in Gennany the past 
three years, and today, has his 
wife and daughter with him. 
Steven was a soccer and Little 
League player in his youth. 

Gary's employment over 
the years is a mixture of sell
ing, finance and sales. He be
gan with American Fmance, 
as office manager, for six 
years. He tried selling insur
ance for six months, but it 
dido't work: out. 

A year at Ritter Finance 
was followed by five years at 

~ Senak Company, i.it the credit 
department. He then joined the 
"Money Store" for eight 
months, and a switch to 
Rollins, in lawn care, four 
years as branch manager in 
East Granby. 

Saying, "I always wanted 
to be in sales ... " and today, 
Gary is self-employed, since 
1987, in the business of home 
improvements, which he calls 
Home Tech. Looking back, 
Gary's career certainly has 
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been diversified. 
Gary does find time for 

golf and admitted, he enjoys 
writing, with a leaning towards 
poetry and short stories. In the 
world of spectator sports, he 
follows the Red Sox and said 
"I'm sorry" for their losing 
season, but also said he was a 
Dodger fan until they moved 
west. 

Limited Tele~ision 
Television is limited to 

"Star Trek" and "JeopaIdy." 
Travel for Gary and Roe has 
been mostly mini-vacations, 

"plus a special trip to Arizona. 
Roe and Gary have also 

found the time to sing in the 
St. Mary's Choir the past 14 
years, and at St. Mary's, Gary 
is a fonner member of the 
parish council. 

Gary is a member of the 
American Legion the past two 
years, and 4th Degree of the 
Knights of Columbus. 

In town affairs, Gary is 
currently on the lnlandlWet
lands Commission and was 

co-founder of the Windsor 
Locks Soccer Association. He 
was also a coach in soccer and 
Little League program when 
his boys played, and looking 
back, said, "It gave me a 
chance to grow up with my 
boys." 

Yes, the campaign, where 
he learned a lot and "also 
wore out two pairs of shoes, 
going house to house (July to 
October) ... Roe helped me 
along the way, would I do it 
again, yes, and gl~d I did it ... 
absolutely. " 

Gary's future plans, "I feel 
I have an obligation to ron 
again." Any w'ords on your 
campaign manager Ray 
Marconi? "He single-handed 
was the spark that united the 
spirit of the entire campaign." 

Gary does have a favor 
saying c'carpe diem," transla
tion: Seize the day., hich he 
probably does on a daily basis 
in today's world 

Did Gary have a hero or a 
person he most admired? 
"Yes, George W asbington, for 
the battles he fought, for his 
stand in adversity and, most of 
all, he refused to be a king." 

Epilogue 
Gary Martin La Voye,from 

all accounts, did fight the good 
fight, in his first try at a role in 
state government. 

He also figures he has 
found his niche as a self-em
ployed businessman. 

Gary also may have 
learned (in the campaign)'po
litical interests can bring to
gether people who otherwise 
have little in common. 

Thus, "Politics makes 
strange bedfellows." 



Gail Ann Burrington, has 
been one versatile and busy 
lady since her early Girl 
Scout days, which took her 
to far-off Madagascar and 
parts of Africa. 

Since then her travels 
have included the bush in 
Australia, the sun in Hawaii, 
the cbann of the islands in 
the Caribbean and visits 
across our vast country, 
coast to coast. 

, These trips have always 
had a strong emphasis in the 
study of natural and environ
mental sciences. Gail's 
schedule over the years ring 
with adventure. The average 
person might not be able to 
comprehend, with her 
saying ... "You might say, I 
never had dust on my . 
shoes." 

The Burlington, Vt. 
native can rightly be called a 
Connecticut girl, when at the 
age of2, her father, Neil 
Irvin Burrington, joined 
Hamilton-Standard in the 
'50s. 

Mr. Burrington, an 
electrical engineer, and grad 
of the University ofVer
mont, is now retired He 
came from the Green 
Mountain State, while Gail's 
mother, Anna Delano 
(Winslow) Burrington, was 
a native of Massachusetts. 

Her Siblings 
Before analyzing the 

career of Gail, some 
infolDlation on her two 
brothers and sister, who like 
Gail (1965) were all grads of 
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WLHS. 
Raymond was on the 

track team at Ute high 
school, went on to UConn 
and received a degree from 
the University of Hartford. 
He served in the AlDly and 
spent time in Okinawa. 

He now is employed by 
Aetna and his wife, Nancy, 
is also at the insurance 
company. They reside in -
Glastonbwy, with their 
daughters, Alisha and 
Whitney. James lives in 
New Hampshire with bis 
daughter, Jeremy, and 
currently the grounds 
supervisor at Sunapee State 
Park. 

Spring Jane Burrington
Reiss has a degree from 
UConn and a master's from 
Storrs school in Fine Arts 
(Puppetry). She and her 
husband, Marty, and 
daughter, Robin, live in 
Marlborough, Mass. Spring 
is a professional puppeteer 
and shows her skills at . 
concerts and musicals. 

Gail's first home in 
Connecticut was in 
Hazardville. She started 
school there, but a move to 
the South was next in the 
order of things, her father's 
employer, Hamilton
Standard, was to open a 
plant in St. Petersburg. 

The Burringtons moved 
there and the stay lasted 18 

months, no opening, and on 
the return to Connecticut the 
family decided to live in 
Windsor Locks. What does 
Gail (5th-grader at the time) 
remember about Florida? "1 
saw my first space rocket 
take off." 

Scouts Main Subject 
With any interview with 

Gail, scouts have to be a 
main subject and a great 
place to start. It began in the 
second grade for Gail, when 
she became very active in 
Hazardville, St. Pete and 
then Windsor Locks. One of 
her scout leaders was fonner 
writer of the Windsor Locks 
Journal, Dottie Gill. 

Some background on her 
scouting career, from 1962 
to 1964, Gail attended the 
Senior Troop trip to Wash
ington D.C.; the Miami 
National Convention and 
Maryland All-States 
Encampment. 

Before going into detail 
on her first overseas trip, 
activities at the local high 
school included first chair 
trumpet in the band, the 
chorus, the senior play and 
intramural sports. 

Gail continued her active 
lifestyle at UConn (1965-
1970) earning a BA in 
Sociology/Anthropology. 
When not in class, Gail 
could be found in the 
marching b~d, swimming 

instructor and photo-lab 
. technician, to name just a 

few of her activities. 
Now, for the trip to far

off Madagascar, in 1965, 
Gail was chosen as one of 
six U.S.A. scout representa
tives for an "International 
Gathery ," in Madagascar. 
Scouts from all over the 
world came to this island 
that is in the Indian Ocean, 
about 250 miles off the 
southeastern coast of Africa. 

Diversification 
Looking back, Gail said, 

"It was a diversification of 

Gail Ann Burrington and her mother, Anna Burrington 



Gail Burrington's 
experiences, a few surprises, 
that had a strong Polynesian 
influence." It was also a 
time for Gail to put her 
French to good use. They 
had made the long trip, from 
New York City to Paris to 
Rome to Cairo and then on 
to Madagascar. 

On the return trip, it was 
Rome to London on to home 
'andNew York City. But, the 
young scouts (16-17 year 
olds) wanted to see more 
and did so by visiting 
several countries on the 

Africa continent. They were 
impressed and one country, 
especially for Gail, was 
Rhodesia. 

She was impressed by 
the schools, adding, "Our 
geography lessons came 
alive." Yes, they visited the 
wonder of Victoria Falls and 
some wild places. Would 
she go back? "Yes, I would 
certainly go back." 

In the middle of the 
interview, I decided, before 
going into any further career 
happenings, what were her 
hobbies today? 

Here are a few of her 
favorite things, as the song 
goes: photograph~, wo~
working, electromcs, white
water canoeing, Native 
American culture, folk 
dance and music, playing the 
banjo (She used to teach. 
One of her first students was 
Keith Griffin). 

College Instructor 
More schooling and her 

teaching career: Gail 
received her master's in 
Resource Management and 
Administration (1989, 
Antioch/New England, 
Environmental Studies 
Department). 

Gail's teaching career 
began in 1982 and is 
currently still active at the 
Asnuntuck Community 
College, in addition to the 
Hartford Hospital Continu
ing Education Department. 

In 1987-88, Gail taught at 
Greenfield Community 
College. 

For the record, Gail has 
had 25 years of sharing a 
broad range of outdoor 
educa~o~a1 skills, 14 years 
~ mUSIC lDStructor and 
Instrument repair luthier. 

Her CUrrent certificates. 
locally since 1979 (time of 
the t?rnado) Emergency 
Me?iCal TechniCian (active 
until 1987, with "over 100 
~s a year), Water Safety 

tructor for the American 
Red Cross and also Life 
GUard Training Instructor 
for ~e Red Cross, and in 
addition, Incident Command 

System; Hazardous Materi
als Training (National Fire 
Academy); and Project 
Wild 

Back to her travels, in 
the early '70s, 'cross country 
("no jobs at home") lived in 
San Francisco, held jobs and 
at times came back east for 
work. 

But today, Gail is well 
established in two of her 
own businesses, "Proprietor, 
Solar Edge, dealing in 
Environment planning, solar 
appliances and photovoltaic 
system design and repair, 
plus, as her card says, 
"Interpretive Naturalist" 

Likes Kate 
Yes, Gail has other 

interests: personal research 

projects which have in
cluded Bioluminescent 
Fungi, Bionics, and com
parative analysis of Alpine 
and Arctic ecosystems. 

She is currently investi
gating coral reefs and rain 
forests of the world 

VVhataboutadnairation? 
No question about her 
choice - "Katharine 
Hepburn ... for her indepen
dence, has high quality 
standards, works hard at 
what she does ... so much 
energy, Kate is a great lady." 

VVhere does she find the 
time? (no not Kate, but Gail) 
- for professional affilia
tions, New Hampshire 
Resource Recovery Associa
tion; Connecticut Outdoor 

and Environmental Educa
tion Association; Massachu
setts Environmental Educa
tors Society; National 
Audubon Society; Hitchcock 
Center and Guild of Ameri
can Luthiers, and several 
more. 

Not to let any grass 
grow, Gail took off at the 
end of December for Costa 
Rica. To escape the snow? 

No, to "study topical rain 
forests, (and on to) the 
Caicos Islands to set up a 
future topical marine trip to 
study coral reefs. " 

Now for some of Gail's 
personal views, philosophy 
of life, "Life is precious 
(we) should explore the 
miracles of life (also) to 

appreciate the wonders, and 
in each person." 

A favorite saying, "We 
must see ourselves as part of 
the earth, not as strangers 
who seek to impose our will 
upon it." 

Epilogue 
Yes, Gail Ann 

Burrington, one versatile 
and busy lady, as in the 
mold of Kate Hepburn. 

To end this story on Gail, 
her words, not mine, "To be 

. an effective force helping to 
integrate human needs and 
actions into the sustainable 
technology and society 
required for the future 
survival of the species ... " 

Career Covers a Wide Area 



Bob Scully-
In Bob Scully's yearbook 

(Class of 1983 East Windsor 
High School), it noted that the 
senior's ambition was to be a 
"Fireman and Paramedic." 

The Warehouse Point na
tive is halfway there, with 
strong credentials as a 
Windsor Locks fireman and 
emergency medical technician 
(EMT), across the river with 
the East Windsor Ambulance 
Corps. 

First, some infonnation on 
young Robert James Scully, 
son of John and Margaret 
(Johnson) Scully, both retired 
from Pratt and Whitney. J obo 
was a Windsor native, while 
Margaret called Broad Brook 
her home. 

Bob has a sister, Linda of 
Enfield, and two brothers; 
Mike of Ellington and Bill of 
Hartford Bob's folks reside 
in Warehouse Point. 

During Bob's high school 
years, he always had two im
portant things on his mind, 
becoming a fireman and play
ing sports. He played soccer 
and baseball, with coaches 
Chris Corkun and Leo 
Bravakis. 

Young Firefighter 
At the age of 15, combin

ing sports, Bob joined the 
Warehouse Point Fire Depart
ment as a junior fireman. At 
the age of 17, he took on the 
added responsibility when he 
earned the title ofEMT, with 

the town's ambulance service. 
The next year Bob became a 
full time firefighter. Fouryears 
later, as a new resident of 
Windsor Locks, he joined his 
present position as fireman in 
town. 

Bob is the father of two 
active children: Robert Jr. 9, 
in the fourth grade at South, 
who plays soccer and Little 
League and enjoys his 
"Nintendo" and Jennifer, 7,in 
the first grade at North, who 
"loves" her dance lessons. 
They reside in town with their 
mother, MaryAnn (Liss) 
Scully. 

Bob was among the Pratt 
and Whitney employees in 
East Hartford whose jobs were 
tenninated just before this past 
Christmas. 

He had joined the aircraft 
giant just out of high school 
and had completed more than 
six years of service, as a high 
equipment operator and haz
ardous materials storage em
ployee. 

There's a brighter side, at 
least in Bob's mind He in
tends to further his medical 
training, towards the goal of 
paramedic, by attending the 
Greater Hartford Community 
College, later in 1993, and, in 
addition, finding another job 
this month. 

And just what are the func
tionsof a paramedic? Bobsaid, 
"It's high level medical assis-

A 'Cabbages' Milestone 
With this "Cabbages and Kings" column, Jack 

Redmond has reached another milestone in his lengthy 
writing career with The Journal. EMT and firefighter Bob 
Scully is Jack's 800th interview. '-

That's a pretty amazing record that the Journal has 
been proud to be part of since 1976. We wish him 
continued success with the column and look forward to 
the day when we can announce his I,OOOth interview. 

IfJ ack was in professional sports, he'd be a shoo in for 
the Hall of Fame. Instead, he'll have to settle for our 
thanks and appreciation for a writing streak that has 
probably been matched by few others in weekly journal-
ism. . 

- Keith Griffin 



Active Local Fireman 
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tance and treatment of people 
injured at the scene, before 
they can be transported to a 
medical facility." 

minister drugs and advanced 
life supports before any trans
port of a patient to a medical 
facility." 

andEMT 
Time for Hobbies 

The past 10 years, Bob's 
father, John Scully, has been 
involved in WarebousePoint, 
doing his civic duty, as volun
teerin the Fire/Police program, 
with traffic duty at accidents 
or providing order at a fire 
scene. It's son like father, in 
fire protection. 

Bob does find some time 
for hobbies. He's into bicy
cling, and takes coaching in 
soccer seriously (with Robert 
Jr. playing). 

In 1991, he was assistant 
coach with Coach Dave Farr, 
and last year Bob took over 
coaching, assisted by Bill 
Marinone. Then Bob went on, 
"wait a minute, being a fire
man is my real hobby." 

In September 1991, Bob 
made a big trip to Hawaii and 
he also includes a trip to 
DisneyWorld with his chil
dren a highlight. 

Spectator sports are lim
ited to watching the Dallas 
Cowboys in the NFL and tele
vision shows to "Cops" and 
"Code 3." 

Bob's current schedule is 
as follows: Volunteer Wmdsor 
Locks fireman, on duty Mon
day nights as EMT and part
time Police Dispatcher in East 
Windsor. 

I asked for a clarification 
of the basic differences be
tween the EMT andparamedic 
(that was described above). 
He said, "It takes 1,400 hours 
of training to become a para
medic, and 129 hours for EMT 
... the important role differ
ence, EMTs provide stabili
zation of a patient at the scene 
of an accident, control bleed
ing and other primary 
functions ... a paramedic, with 
the advance training can ad-

His Heroes 
To complete Bob's busy 

schedule, he is now serving 
his second tenn as President 
of the Windsor Locks Frre 
Department Social Services, 
with duties that 
include ... "Preside at meeting 
(monthly) and enforce the by
laws ... " Last month Bob was 
re-elected and serving with 
him will be Paul Wezowicz as 
vice-president and Charlie 
Wezowicz as treasurer. 

When asked who he most 
admired, Bob said, "My par
ents, they are always there for 
me and encouraged me to help 
others."Ris own personal phi-

;, ';.,.,..cC\ " __ 

BobScuDy 
, iosophy is to "make the most 
of each day, ... life is too short 
to be unhappy." 
, Bobisamanwhocansay 
"You betcha," and you kno~ 

he means it. One of the chief 
reasons for being a volunteer 
fireman for Bob? It can be 
summed up in one word "ca
maraderie. " 



The Gavello~, 'Family Oriented' 
It's great to find active 

people, and then doubly great 
when you find you have inter
viewed (way back) the par
ents of one of these active 
people. 

In this case, Tony and 
Mary Beth Gavello, she of the 
Dick and Marilyn Williams 
family, that we profiled in 
December 1976, which cen
tered on Dick's Navy experi
ences, his wife and three chil
dren, and the naval moves 
from East Lyme to Hawaii 
and back to Connecticut. 

This time, it's the story of 
Tony, ~ary Beth and therr 
two children, Margaret and 
Andrew, a story with a defi
nite Windsor Locks flavor. ' 

Anthony Peter Gavello, 
was born in Manchester; how
ever, he was quick to say,"I 
came here at the age of one 
month, so it makes me a na
tive." 

He is the son of the late 
Elmore "Red" Gavello, a na
tive of Manchester, veteran 
Hamilton Standardempioyee, 
who passed away in 1984. 
Tony's mother, Albina 
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Gavello, was from South Bos
ton, Mass., and a resident of 
town, is very active at the Se
nior Center, and plays the pi
ano at holiday time, especially 
at the Reed House. 

Tony has a brother, Barry 
Gavello, who lives in Spring
field and is a full-time Enfield 
police officer, who had served 
as asupernumerarypoliccman 
in town, while attending col
lege. 

Soccer Player 
Tony was a soccer player 

at the Windsor Locks High 
School (Class of 1976), and in 
his youth playedLittleLeague 
(Majors and Seniors) andwent 
on to American Legion ball. 

When it came to Tony's 
employment, the printing 
press was always his top pri
ority, and livelihood. Tony 
began at the Hartford Times, 
which only lasted six months 
when Hartford's second pa
per closed in December 1976. 

Tonywentto the Connecti-

cut Printers, and another clos
ing, in June 1990. Currently, 
Tony is with Treasure Chest, 
formerly located in town, now 
in East Longmeadow, Mass., 
as shift supervisor of the press 
room. Therr main product is 
advertising supplements. 

Tony is a busy guy, calls 
himself"Mr. Mom," two days 
a week, and part-time real es
tate activist with the Dick 
Williams Agency (real estate 
and insurance). The "Mr. 
Mom" title began when Mary 
Beth went to work at her dad's 
agency. 

Now to the Williams clan, 
Mary Beth, also known as 
"MB," is the daughter of Dick 
and Marilyn (Kilby) Williams, 
residents of town. 

Dick is active in town vol
unteering in various causes. 
He's a native ofIowa, andlike 
all folks from fann country, 
joined the Navy (or at least it 
seems that way). He met 
Marilyn when stationed in 

his wife Anne (Kelly) WIl
liams, who was from Chicago, 
and therr brand new baby 
daughter (Nov. 30) by the 
name of Caroline. 

Patricia is married to Wil
liam Vayda. They reside in 
Enfield with therr two daugh
ters, Betsy 15, and Katie 13. 
Pat andWilliam 's meeting and 
eventual wedding was a little 
different. They met in Hawaii, 
when Pat's dad was stationed 
at Pearl. Wtlliam works at 
Travelers, while Pat is a school 
nUlSe in Enfield 

, The GaveIlo family 

New London. Locks, Groton, and far off to 
sunny Hawaii, and finally set
tlingfor Windsor Locks. Mary 
Beth said her dad didn't want 
any other place, Windsor 
Locks was for him, and his 
family. 

Mary Beth, a senior at the 
high school when we inter
viewed her dad (Class of 
1977), played field hockey for 
two years and took part in that 
year's senior play, "Fiddler 
on the Roof." She knew Tony 
"only slightly" in high school. 

Williams Clan 
He retired in 1974, after an 

eventual career in the U.S. 
Navy, as lieutenant com
mander. His career took him 
andhis family ,Marilyn, Mary 
Beth, therr son James, and 
other daughter, Patricia, first 
ahomeinEastLyme, Windsor 

James Williams, an attor-
neyin Washington?C.,li,:es 
in nearby Alexandria, V a. WIth 

In the spring of1978,Mary 
Beth went to work at Con
necticut Printers and then for
mally met Tony. She worked 
there until April 1980, going 
to Connecticut Generallnsur
ance in Avon in dental claims. 
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and Busy on Two Fronts 

(continued/rom page 7) 

InJune 1982,shewenttowork 
for her father full time until 
September 1986, and is now 
part-time. 

Wedding Bells 
Tony and Mary Beth were 

married on April 24, 1982 and 
have always lived in town. 
They have two children, Mar
garet 6,~ also known as 
"Maggie," a first-grader at 
North Street School, enjoys 
math, art (drawing/painting), 
swims and has taken dance 
lessons. Her brother, Andrew, 
a little over three, goes to 

Poquonock Play School and, 
even at his age, plays baseball 
and golf with his dad, and 
someday wants to be a 
firefighter. 

When Tony and Mary Beth 
find the time, he's into golf at 
local area courses and has 
played Ellington Ridge with 
his father-in-law. Also Tony 
enjoys woodworking, and is 
his own "lawn care" special
ist 

Mary Beth enjoys cook
ing, sewing and "mostly do
ing things for the kids." She 
recently celebrated her 15th 
High School Reunion work- . 

MaryBethisveryinvolved _the following: teachers, ad
in the Parent Teacher Organi- ministrators, students and par
zation at the elementary level, ents) in reviewing the Board 
saying, "We are there for the of Education policies, includ
kids, to give them the extras ing those on sexual discrimi
(holiday events/cultural pro- nation. They met from August 
grams)." Part of her involve- to October, she said, and "I 
ment includes attending, as feel it was very educational." 
many Board of Education At the end of the inter
meetings as possible, adding, view, both Tony and Mary 
"Not only as a parent, but also Beth were asked who they 
,my responsibility as a tax- most admired: Tony saying, 
payer." "My dad, a man who believed 

Last year Mary Beth in commitment, in whatever 
served on the "Ad Hoc Com- one does ... he always gave 
mittee," as a volunteer (two of 100percentofbimself."Mary 

ing on the organization com
mittee. 

Mary Beth and her dad 
(Mr. Williams of Nationwide 
Insurance) will work on a 
worthy project with the high 
school called "Prom Promise." 

Vacation Time 
When it comes to vacation 

time for the Gavellos, it's to 
Virginia Beach, actually, she 
said "SandRidge," and closer 
to home, the beaches at Rhode 
Island and, of course, it's al
ways fun at their own home 
pool in the backyard 

Beth said, "Myp~nts ... who 
taught us good values when 
we were growing up." 

Epilogue 
The Gavello family is fo

cused on schools, civic in
volvement, enjoying life to the 
fullest. Tony and Mary Beth 
seem to live the words of Ri
chard Louv, "When we raise 
our children, we relive our 
childhood ... eachofus thinks, 
almost daily, of how our own 
childhood compares with our 
children, and of what our 
children's future will hold" 

Family, Good Causes 

Are Important to Gavellos 



A Versatile Family 

To say the Steve and 
Angie Woronecki family is 
versatile may be an under
statement. Steve is a 
fishennan, Angie is involved 
in school and Little League 
activities, and their two 
oldest children, Stephen and 
Sharon, hold belts in the art 
of Karate, as well as their 
parents. Their youngest is 
Mark, he's only three and 
his day is coming. 

Angie, like a lot of folks 
felt, there wasn't much to 
write about: how wrong she 
was. The Woronecki family 
is into town activities, and 
just to add an extraordinary 
feature ... the younger 
Stephen is a junior meteo
rologist at the Middle 
School weather station. 

On the Woronecki 
comfortable living room 
wall, to the right and left of 
the warm fireplace, are two 
examples of Steve's fishing 
exploits, and nearby a large 
trophYSfiffibolicofhonors 
given him by the Tobacco 
Valley Bass Anglers for one 
of his prize catches of the 
season. Steve is a fonner 
president of the fishing 
fraternity. 

Now for some personal 
infonnation, Stephen Joseph 
Woronecki is the son of the 
late Steven Woronecki, a 
native of Windsor, who 
passed away in 1989 after 
many years with the Culbro 
tobacco company. Steve's 
mother, LorraiIie (Farnham) 
Woronecki, an Enfield 
native, resides in Windsor. 

Steve, one of 11 children 
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(seven boys and four girls), 
was born in Stafford 
Springs, and his family had 
homes in East Hartford, 
Broad Brook and Windsor. 
He graduated from Windsor 
High School (Class of 
1974). 

Dexter Veteran 
While growing up he 

worked with his dad on the 
Windsor tobacco fields. 
After high school, Steve , 
worked a few odd jobs 
which included tobacco. 

He then worked at the 
Home Plumbing Supply in 
Hartford for a five-year 
period. His next job and 
current one, is at Dexter. 
This month it will make 14 
years with the local com
pany, as "machine tender." 

Now for the mother of 
this active group, Aogelina 
(Visone) Woronecki was a 
Windsor native, daughter of 
Anthony and Irene (Monte) 
Visone, who live in nearby 
Wmdsor. 

Mr. Visone worked for 
the Metropolitan District 
Commission. Their daughter 
is better known as Angie, 
and she has three brothers, 
Ralph, Anthony Jr. and 
John. Allli ve in Wmdsor. 

Angie graduated from 
the Wmdsor High School 
(Class of 1975), where she 
met Steve, and yes, they 
were "high school sweet
hearts." 

They were married on 

March 20, 1976, and lived in 
Windsor for two years 
before coming to town in 
January 1979. 

Angie's emplofiffient 
began in high school when 
she worked for Aetna, and 
after graduation, she was a 
secretary for Redington 
Counters over a five-year 
period. 

Today, after four years, 
Angie is lunch aide at the 
North School, and in 
addition, duties of the copy 
room, binding books, and 
other jobs, all on a part-time 
basis. And that's not all, 
Angie assists in the school 
library, and is in charge of 
the committee responsible 
for student pictures. 

The Family 
Those students include 

Stephen, Sharon and Mark 
(in a few years). Stephen is 
13, in the Middle School, 
enjoys math, and third 
baseman in Little League, 
from minor to majors, and 
this year the senior division'. 

He's a big Red Sox fan 
but hated to see Wade Boggs 
go to the Yankees. He also 
plays basketball under 
Coach Mike Heneghan in 
the town league. At school 
he's a cross-country 
member. 

The past seven years 
Stephen has been active in 
karate, and has earned a 
black belt. When it comes to 
music, he plays the ttumpet 
in the school band 

Sharon, 9, a South Street 
School student, enjoys math 
and science, and her parents 
said, "She does it all" when 
it comes to sports, a Little 
Leaguer, soccer, basketball, 
plays the piano and holds a 
brown belt in karate. 



from Fishing to Karate 

Steve and Angie Woronecki and their children 

Mark may be only three 
but "he helps Mom at North 
School," and they affection
ately call him "Trouble, with 
a capital T." 

When it comes to 
hobbies for Dad and Mom, 
both have green belts in 
karate. Angie also plays the 
piano, and as mentioned, 
Steve is the fishennan in the 
family and very concerned 
with the environmental 
conditions of the world, 
saying "We try to have our 
children involved in fishing 
and the environment" 

To complete Angie's 
activities, in 1990, she was 
the auxiliary president of the 
Little League, and treasurer 
of the North Street School 
PTO, and she sums up the 
school system as one she is 
"very pleased with." 

And where do the 
Woroneckis practice the art 
of karate? At the Fred 
Villari's Studios of Self
Defense. 

Angie said, when it came 
to admiration of others, it 
was her grandmother, Mary 
Monte, ''who came from 
Portugal, life was always 
tough, but she never 
complained" 

Epilogue 
The Woronecki family, 

active in many ways in the 
area, have demonstrated that 
parents do make an impor
tant contribution in the life 
of their children, be it 
Karate, Little League or 
participation in the PTO. 
Yes, Steve and Angie are 
definitely role models. 



Franco Ghiggeri's Story Behind a London Trip 
"Franco Ghiggeri of 

Windsor Locks will be travel
ing to London to see the 
Queen." This part of a short 
newspaper article caught our 
attention, and we wanted to 
explore more about Franco. 

He is a native of town, and 
he travelled to London town, 
not only to see the Queen, but 
the movie "Chaplin," this past 
December. Franco saw the 
Queen, the movie, and a few 
of the cast members, as the 
winner of a contest, but his 
story goes far beyond the quick 
visit across the pond. 

Franco has led a life of 
backpacking, hiking, bicy
cling, running, rock climbing, 
all physical, so this recent trip 
was probably relaxing, defini
tively new, for an active man 
who has previously visited 
London and Europe many 
times, and after high school, 
(Class of 1972), hitchhiked 
across the continent for two 
months, with a fellow towns
man, young Frank Hancock. 

Today, Franco stays in top 
condition, with his above en
ergetic a~tivities, and is em
ployedas Sales Associate with 
the Marotta Real Estate on 
Old County Road 
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Franco Boni Ghiggeri is 
the son of the late Boni 
Ghiggeri, who passed away in 
1980, and was retired from 
Dexter. Mr. Ghiggeri came to 
America in the 40s, with his 
bride, Consolata M~.ria 
(DeVenconzi) Ghiggeri, who 
was'also from a small moun
tain town, near Genoa, a city 
and port of northwestern Italy 
on the Ligurian Sea. Mrs. 
Ghiggeri lives in town with 
Franco. He has a sister, Dora 
Patient, who lives in town with 
her family. Lenny, her hus
band, wasasubjectofC&Kin 
May, 1988. 

Franco said, growing up 
and during his high school 
days, he worked on tobacco, 
com and at the Balch Gas Sta
tion across the river. After 
graduation, as mentioned, he 
went by plane to Italy, hitch
hiked across Europe, cover
ing his parent's country, Hol
land, Gennany and Switzer
land, camping out and admit
ting, never stopped at a hotel. 

\.::-'\":'~ »\ .. ~I .. ~'~ 
~ .. ~ 

-Franco Ghiggeli 

WhlleinItaly, visitedbismany 
relatives. 

Now for Franco's 
employment ... sometimes in
terrupted for pleasure and 
working in between with trips 
across his own country. He 
did work locally for Russo's 

. Chevrolet over a five-year 
period, moved to San Diego -
for a year, doing odd jobs, 
came back east and then turned 
around and traveled to snow 
covered Colorado, the year 

~ .. ~ ," :.. ~~~~i .. n ~~ .. ~~~ .. ,"t Marotta Real Estate. 
~ , 

, < The trip to London 
town ... Franco had entered a 
puzzle contest sponsored by 
Showcase Cinemas and 
American Airlines. Franco 
was the grand prize winner of 
the "Chaplin Trip to London." 
He left on Dec. 14 and re
turned Dec. 18 ... and was al
lowed one guest. 

They stayed at the Hyatt 
Carlton Tower Hotel (real 
plush and expensive). The big 

, event was the premiere of 

was 1979. 
The next four years found 

Franco at Bradley working for 
National Car Rental. He made 
trips to Europe duriogthe sum
mer months and on returning 
entered the world of real es
tate, receiving his license in 
1985. He did switch 
occupations ... operated a bike 
shop in Rocky Hill, and rock 
climbing store in Newington. 
For Franco variety was the 
spice of life. In 1989, he went 
to his current position with the 

TriStar Picture's "Chaplin," 
which Queen Elizabeth IT at
tended. Franco said it had all 
the glamour of a Hollywood 
show, with search lights, limos 
and hundreds of peopl wait
ing for the Queen and stars. 

Franco was not disap
pointed. Franco said it was a 
"black tie affair." The Queen 
and Prince Philip showed up 
on time ... so did the movie di
rector, RichardAttenborough, 
Robert Downey, Jr. (Chaplin 
in the movie) and a few En .. 
glish stars ... J oan Collins and 
Mr. Bond, Roger Moore. 
Franco attended a party after 
the movie and saw another 
member of the cast, the fine 
actor, AnthoQY Hopkins. 
About the movie, Franco said, 
"Downey was good, the movie 

too, but not great." 
Now it was back home and 

back to work for Franco. When 
not at his real estate position, 
he is, as mentioned, a man of 
outdoor talents. At home, he 
enjoys reading and a fan of the 
Public TV station. Among his 
conquests, when it comes to 
mountain climbing, has been 
the White Mountains in New 
Hampshire and the 
Adirondacks in New York 
state. From his extensive trav
eling, he had this to say ... "I 
enjoy the European way of 
life." As for admiration ... he 
said, there are many people he 
had admired over the years, it 
was difficult ... but did 
say ... "my parents, who came 
from Italy, raised a family, 
made a good life for them, 
after experiencing the second 
world war, in their area of 
Italy ... a war they saw first
hand:' 

Epilogue 
Franco Boni Ghiggeri, ver

satile outdoorsman, equally 
diversified in the working 
world He certainly proved one 
thing ... enter those contests, 
you may win a trip to London,
as Franco did, and come home 
with pleaSant memories, add
ing to so many, before the trip 
to see the Queen. 



Andrea Marie Puia Is President, Class of 1993 
Currently, Andrea Marie 

Puia is the president of the 
Windsor Locks High School, 
Class of 1993, her younger 
sister, Marissa, a sophom ore 
at the Raider school, was se
lected president of her class, 
in her freshman and second 
year. 

Their older brother, Dino, 
a WLHS 1987 grad, waspresi
dent of his class at Salve 
Regina University at Newport, 
RI. Yes,thisclassichonorcer
tainly runs in the Puia family. 

We recently interviewed 
the family senior , Andrea, who 
is the oldest daughter of Vic 
and Paula Puia, proud parents 
of their children, and subjects 
of a January 1982 column. 

At the time, Dino, Andrea 
and Marissa were 12, 6 and 4 
respectively. Tbeiryounglives 
the past decade has grown and 
matured as student leaders. 

Today's story is about 
Andrea, and her contributions 
to school activities, which in
cluded softball and field 
hockey player, in addition to 
membership in the National 
Honor Society, Year Book 
Committee and the Windsor 
Locks Youth Commission. 

During the past three years, 
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Andrea was a member of Girls 
State, and attended the Hugh 
O'Brien Youth Leadership 
Symposium. 

Next month, Andrea will 
be a part of the chorus at the 
annual class musical, this year, 
a repeat of the 1980 success, 
"Oklahoma." 

When it comes to favor
ites of Andrea, her best sub
ject in school is biology. At 
home, pasta at the family table, 
listening pleasure means pop 
or country music, "not much 
time for television," but watch
ing the current hit "Beauty & 
The Beast," was her top movie 
this year. 

At school, Andrea plays 
the flute in the concert band, 
andis amem ber of the concert 
chorus. 

Family Pasttime 
If there is a family 

pasttime, it has to be bowling 
and for a very good reason. 
Andrea's dad is owner of the 
Simsbury Lanes and it must 
be called a family affair. Vic, 
Paula and the girls all take a 
working part in the lanes. 

Andrea and Marissa both 
bowl in the Saturday Morning 
Junior League and their big 
pin average is 160. 

When the family takes va
catjon time it's been a trip to 
Disney World one year and 
another year, the parents and 
girls went on a memorable 
cruise to the Caribbean. 

When talking to Andrea, 
the busy senior, the topic of 
her brother and sister came up 
as to their activity. 

Dino is married to Denise 
(CoIlins) Puia, also a 1987 
grad. Dino works at Aetna. 

Marissa played basketball 
the last two years, and in the 
musical world plays the sax in 
the Jazz and Concert Band. 

Presidential Duties 
Of her role as president of 

ber class, Andrea said, "the 
planning of the Senior Ball 
(June 4 or 5), the magazine 
drive (which was successful) 
and the Patron Drive for the 
Class Musical Program Book. 

Her fellow officers in
clude, vice president, Mike 
Maltese, secretary, Nicole 

Andrea Marie Puia 
Albano and treasurer, Justin 
Capuano. 

Andrea's parents reaction 
to her position of 
president ... "very happy with 
the honors." 

Andrea's future plans lean 
towards nursing and biology, 
and at the time of the inter
view, she had applied to three 
institutions: Salve Regina, 
Fairfield University and St. 
Anslem in New Hampshire. 

When asked who she most 
admired, Andrea said, "My 
brother, Dino, who bas always 
set a good example forme. He 
was active in high school and 

college, someone to look up to 
" 

When interviewing a high 
school student, a philosophy 
of life can be difficult to com
prehend, but not for Andrea 
who said, "To do the best I can 
.... with me education is very 
important, and Imust concen
trate on going to college." 

Epilogue 
Andrea Marie Puia con

tinues the tradition of class 
presidency in the Puiafamily, 
with Marissa following suit, a 
tradition that Dino was hon-

ored at his college. 
The following words by 

Isaac Asimov are paraphrased 
but might have been the woIds 
of Vic Puia: "My father once 
looked through one of my in
fonnation-crammed books 
and asked, 'How did you learn 
all this, Andrea?' 

'From you, Dad' 
'From me? I don't know 

any of this.' 
'You didn't have to Dad. 

You valued learning and you 
taught me to value it.All the 
rest carne without trouble ... " 



Shari Wadsworth Continues Donut 
Like "Cheers" on 

national TV, and "Charles
Ten" locally, the Donut 
Kettle is likewise: a place 
"where everyone knows 
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your name ... " Windsor when she was 
When it comes to the thre 

cks 
e. 

town of Windsor Lo, She started school across 
Bradley Field may be the the river, and when a 
signature hole (as in gol!), second-grader, the family 
but when it comes to local moved to Wmdsor Locks. 
restaurants and fast food: She is the daughter of Ernest 
Passport, Charles-Ten, and Dorothy (Sargent) 
Friendly's, McDonald's and Burrows, who still make 
Dunkin Donuts are well- their home in town. Mr. and 
known eating establish- Mrs. Burrows were from 
ments. However, the place Vermont He is a retired 
with the steady clientele and U.S. Navy veteran of 37 
where tradition is the name years and served as Naval 

Shari Wadsworth looks over the breakfast crowd at The 
Donut Kettle on Spring Street. 

of the game, it's the Donut Reserve Recruiter. Shari was He has worked at his ~ 
Kettle on Spring Street. a WLHS grad, QaSs of mother's place, as does 

Shari Wadsworth, the 1965. ,-, Michelle currently. He is " 
pretty lady, owner, chief Shari comes from a large now a waiter at Big Boy in 
cook and veteran waitress of family: four sisters and two Enfield They reside in 
several area dining saloons, brothers - Judi of Enfield Daniel, who lives 
has continued tbe tradition Glastonbury; Lana of: with his mother in Enfield, 
of the Donut Kettle where, Windsor Locks (along WIth is employed by an air freight 
she said, "the food is served Shari, took over the Donut company. 
with tender and loving care," Kettle from the Sasali Off the Job 
since taking over the brothers); Kim, also of What does Shari do 
location, goodwill, and the Windsor Locks; and Debbie, when not working? And 
morning and lunch rendez- a resident of Kentucky. The speaking of work, at her 
vous of so many, from the two brothers are Mike of _ , restaurant, she said, "Some 
brothers Vic and the late Enfield and Barry of · :-' ': /; > weeks it may be 100 hours," 
John Sasali in 1984. Stafford. ' " adding, "I do prepare soups 

Better known as Shari, As a student and 16 at . and desserts at home." 
with the full name of Cheryl the time, Shari began She is into ceramics and, 

. Juanita (Burrows) working at the Donut Kettle would you believe, she does 
Wadsworth, she wolked at and continued there a few bake cookies and cakes. And 
the original Donut Kettle years, until the first of her further, would you believe, 
location on Main Street children were born. she said, "When it comes to 
when she was in high Tammy was first, dinners at home, 1 usually 
school. With Shari and her followed by Daniel and bum everything I make, but 
family, being a waitress and David, all of whom attended . not at holiday time." 
waiter at the Donut Kettle the local high school. Les Jansen, her boy-
was and is a family affair. Tammy Danforth has three friend, does a lot of the 

Class of '65 children of her own, Mindy, cooking, she said Les also 
Some background on this Matt and Cheryl. David is does a lot of the work 

working mother of three a.nd the father of two, Mikey and around the restaurant, and 
grandmother of five. Shari 'Jace married to Michelle was into the recent renova-
was born in Randolpb, Vt, . (Du~att)Wadsworth. tion of the Donut Kettle. 
her family moving to East 

Vacation time for this 
i acti~e lady, "A place that is " 
warm, not where it's cold, 
on a beach," is Shari's idea 
of complete rest and 
relaxation. Those trips have 
included Florida and the 
Caribbean. Rock 'n Roll is 
her type of music, and when 
it comes to television, 
comedies and especially. 
"Golden Girls." Does she 
have a favorite food? Yes, 
chicken and dumplings. ' 

How did Shari (and 
when) did she become 
interested in owning and 
operating her own restau
rant? She said, "Would you 
believe when we (sisters) 
were offered to take over the 
Donut Kettle, my sisters, 
Judi and Lana said yes. 1 
didn't want to buy." 
However, things wolked out 
and it was theirs. 

Business Veteran 
Shari was not strange to 

the world of restaurants and 
the job of being a w~tress~ 
saying, "I always enjoyed It 
... after wolking days at the 



Kettle Tradition 
Donut Kettle, I worked 
nights at the Passport, and 
before that at the Suffield 
Inn and Ciro's in Spring
field" 

Speaking of the Suffield 
Inn, she said one of the 
steady customers was Ella 
Grasso, but Shari felt sorry 
for her, the Governor could 
never finish her meals. 
Everyone wanted to talk, or 
have her autograph. 

Among the current 
workers at the Donut Kettle, 
Brenda Tilden, Shari's aunt, 
Shirley Garssette, Ethel 
Kron, Dorothy Lamer, 
Shari's daughter-in-law, 
Michelle, and weekends you 
might find college student 
Steve Drapeau taking orders. 

Donut Kettle keeps long 
hours, or better said, early 
hours. How about 5:15 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. (M to F), Saturday 
5:15 a.m. to noon, and 
Sundays 7 a.m. to noon. 
When does Shari open the 
doors on Spring Street? " 
She's up at 2:30, at the place 
of business at 3:30, which 
she said, "no night life, not 
when you have to be in bed 
by 8:00," which sounds like 
a steady television anchor on 
the "Today" program. 

Among the regulars, you 
may find any morning, the 
Fust Selectman, Fire Chief, 
one of the funeral directors 
in town, a retired postal 
worker from Poquonock -
with his regular gang, a 
group of retirees, who come 
at a more convenient time, 
than the people who have to 
be at work at 8:00. 

One wall, as you enter 
the restaurant is lined with 
family pictures, articles on 
past Donut Kettles from the 

Hartford Courant and 
Windsor Locks Journal, plus 
an autographed picture of 
Mr. Hockey, Gordie Howe. 

Most Admired 
Special events, yes, there 

was a Sunday afternoon 
birthday party for one of the 
regulars, and at . 
Christmastime, Shari hosts a 
party "for all the grandchil
dren of hers and the employ
ees, plus a Santa." -' 

On a more personal note, 
when asked who she most 
admired ... "My mother ... a 
very caring woman, helps 
everyone, does not want to 
grow old in a rocking chair 
... and neither do I." 

Shari's personal philoso-
phy ... "Live one day at a 
time ... I enjoy my life." 
Where does she go on a 
cook's holiday? "Ground 
Round and Maine Fish 
Market ... and I can't wait 
for the Red Lobster to open 
in Enfield," she said 

However, Shari will wait 
for retirement, but when it 
comes, it's going to be a 
place that's wann like 
Florida. 

Epilogue 
Shari Wadsworth, the 

early riser, who really enjoys 
her work, opens her restau
rant for all those steady early 
birds. 

Those newspaper stories 
had headlines like ••. "Donut 
Kettle A Place of Charac
ters, Donut Kettle Offers 
More Than Just Donuts, 
Donut Kettle Serves Food, 
Customers Serve Kinship." 

All true ... but the best 
thing the Donut Kettle 
serves is a place ... ''where 
everyone knows your name" 
•.. and you are part of the 
tradition, "and always glad 
you came." 



Joe Murkowicz, Veteran 

Joe Murkowic?: not only 
keeps the streets of town 
plowed in the winter 
months, he also maintains 
those same streets in the 
summer, as an employee of 
the town's Public Works. 

Year round, Joe is a 
\1eteran volunteer firefighter, 
who answers the calls , 
whenever a fire breaks out. 

This native son has been 
a volunteer firefighter since 
1959 when he joined the 
Civil Defense Fire Depart
ment, and the past five years 
he has Peen a town em
ployee under Don Mackey, 
his immediate supervisor. 
The father of two is also a 
veteran of the Vietnam War. 

His Parents 
Joseph Paul Murkowicz 

is the son of Aleck 
Murkowicz, who lived in 
town most of his life, now 
retired, residing in Enfield, a 
retiree from Taylor-Fenn. 

Joe's mother, Sophia 
(Los) Murkowicz, passed 
away when Joe was a, young 
boy. Joe has three sisters, 
Barbara of Enfield, Sophia 
of Suffield, and Judy who 
makes her home in Mary
land. 

The Murkowicz family is 
well known in town. Joe's 
Uncle Charlie Murkowicz 
was a subject of C&J( back 
in May of 1986. 

, Local Schooling 
Now the subject at hand, 

Joe went to S1. Mary's as a 
youth, then the high school 
for a year before transferring 
to Prince Tech, when in 
1964, he graduated after 
taking up carpentry, which 
may not be obvious, because 
it is not his lifetime voca
tion. 

His next job was in the 
U.S. Anny, spending two 
years, with his initial start at 
Fort Dix, New Jersey, and 
then nine months in sunny 
Louisiana, learning how to 
handle heavy Army ~cks. 

This learning experience 
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came in handy as he was off 
to Vietnam. This is what Joe 
had to say about 'Nam ... "I 
was there 366 days, hauling 
bombs and other military 
equipment to the front line 
bases." 

Looking back to the war, 
Joe added, "It was a political 
war ... they didn't give the 
troops the (proper) support 
(to win the war), but I have 
good memories of times 
With my fellow soldiers." 

Unsteady Work 
Joe came home and 

found his employmen~ 
record sounding like 
something out of today's 
economic situation. 

He went to work for a 
steel company, Terry Steam, 
Grant's Warehouse, and 
Castle Cook, all went out of 
business, leaving Joe out in 
the cold 

But things changed for 
the better. He got a steady 
job at Capitol Tire, lasting 
seven years. In 1987, Joe 
went to work for the town's 
highway department. 

Joe admits, "I like 
working outdoors, and in my 
job I have met a lot of 
interesting people. It's 
something different every 
day, plowing snow in the 
winter, and a variety of 
everything the rest of the 
year." 

SnowPlow 
And speaking of snow, 

the Town plows all the 
streets, except the state 
roads, which means Elm, 
Main and Route 75 are ' 
maintained by the state. 

Now to his wife and 
mother of their two children, 
during the Vietnam War, 
Sandra DeForge worked at 
Travelers, with Joe's sister 
Barbara. 

The girl, better known as 
Sandy, wrote to Joe when 

Barbara suggested writing to 
her brother. 

Wedding Bells 
When he was discharged, 

they fonnally met on May 
16, 1967. She still remem
bers the date. 

They dated for six years, 
and the wedding took place 
on June 1, 1973. They have 
lived in town since then. 

Sandy is the only child of 
the late Edward and lillian 
(peeler) DeForge. Mr. 
DeForge was from 
Poquonock, grew up in 
Enfield, and retired from 
Hamilton Standard 

Mrs. DeForge was from 
Fall River, Mass., and went 
to school in Enfield. Sandy 
is a native of town, growing 
up on Pearl and South 
Center, where her mother 
now lives. 

Sandy is a grad of the 
class of 1966, went to 
Travelers after graduation 
and stayed there until 1973. 
She then went to work for 
Hartford National Bank until 
1978, wpen their daughter 
Cheryl was born. 

Cheryl, now 14, a 
freshman at the high school, 
"enjoys the first year at the 
Raider School," and a five
year veteran of softball, in 
the town league. 

Her brother Kyle, 7, a 
first-grader at North, and 
according to mom, "has 
adjusted well." This spring 
he will try his hand at T-ball: " 

Green Thumb 
When Joe is not working 

on the town roads, or 
answering the call of a fire, 
his home occupation would 
be the family vegetable 
garden. 

This is in addition to the 
home projects, with Joe's 
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Fireman/Public Works Employee 

comment, "Sandy does most 
of the work, I'm just the 
foreman." 

The favorite vacation 
place for the Murkowicz 
family is North Hampton 
Beach in the summer. 
Speaking of favorites, Joe is 
a Yankees fan, and when it 
comes to television, the 
family usually watches 
"Heat of the Night," "911," 
"Cops" and "Code 3." 

Joe is an oldtime 
member of the local V.F.W. 
and American Legion. 
However, you have to go 
even further when it comes 
to Joe's involvement in the 
Fire Department. He joined 
the young firemen, under the 
then Chief Jimmy Carroll, 
and became a regular 
firefighter. 

He has 16 years of 
service, which he has always 
found "exciting ... I like it, 
and you are doing something 
good for your town." The 
night of the interview, as I 
drove into his driveway, he 
was coming out -the call of 
the fireman - but he 
returned in 30 minutes, with 
Sandy providing a few 
introductory statistics about 
Joe, Sandy and the kids. 

Joe's philosophy, "Enjoy 
the day, you might not be 
here tomorrow." Sandy calls 
Joe "dependable and a hard
worker," adding, "he is 
easygoing when it comes to 
the kids." 

Epilogue 
Joe Murkowicz is a 

dedicated family man, 
fireman, and town worker, 
who as a young man served 
in Vietnam" with that "it's 
exciting" matter-of-fact 
manner that sets him apart 
from others. Joe might even 
be called a gentle man, and 
as one wise man said, "there 
is nothing stronger in the 
world than gentleness." 

'" 

Joe Murkowicz, next to his trusty snow plow 



Amy Chamberlain , 

Amy Diana Chamberlain 
is one musical young girl, 
and quite busy these days, as 
senior at the high school, 
involved with the musical 
group "Vocal Motion," and 
rehearsals of the Senior 
Class musical, "Oklahoma!" 
that will be staged the end of 
this month. 

This active student is the 
daughter of Joseph and 
Donna (Morrison) Chamber
lain, residents of town since 
1979. ' 

That was the year Amy, 
her sister Jennifer, and their 
parents left Tariffville, to 
locate in Windsor Locks. 

Amy's father is actually 
a native of town, moving to 
Granby when he was six. 

cabbages and kings 
JACK REDMOND 

and piano) and just to round 
out her activities, Amy 
played soccer and was on 
the swim team at the Raider 
School. 

Anthem Singer 
Amy said, "I have 

always been interested in 
singing, and have taken 
voice lessons from Mr. John 
Gionfriddo," high school 
music man. 

Because of this special 
training and experiences in 
the musical field, Amy was 
asked by Athletic Director 
Jim Muska to sing ''The 
Star-Spangled Banner" at 

Jennifer will graduate 
this May from Springfield 
Technical Community 
College, in Dental Hygiene, 
saying, "I'm interested in 
science and helping people~-

Musical Memories 
Their mother was asked 

about their musical daugh
ters, "The girls have always 
been musical growing up, 
but I must say, complete 
opposite, as to their person
alities." 

His dad is George 
Chamberlain, a retired 
Roncari employee, and 
mother, Doris (LaRose) 
Chamberlain, reside in 
Granby. 

. the basketball games. 

With "Oklahoma!" it 
should bring back memories 
of Jennifer's class musical, 
"Grease," when she played a 
leading role as "Rizzo" in 
the 1990 show. 

Mr. Chamberlain is from 
Canada, Mrs. Chamberlain 
from Windsor. 

Her mother, Eva LaRose, 
great-grandmother to Amy 
and Jennifer, is nearly 101, 
and lives in Bloomfield 

More on Amy ... music 
has been her main concern, 
in addition to class work, 
with membership in the 
Concert Chorus, "Vocal 
Motion" the past four years, 
Concert Band (plays tiumpet 

She readily accepted and 
admitted, "I wasn't nervous 
a bit." Amy follows Leigh 
Ann DePascale and Michelle 
Amot fonner grads, in 
singing the national anthem. 

At home, Amy had a 
good teacher and someone 
she could emulate - her 
sister, Jennifer. 

As member of the Class 
of 1990, Jennifer was 
secretary of her class, four 
years, sang with the "Vocal 
Motion" three years, 
member of the marching 
band, played the sax and 
clarinet, and member of the 
chorus. 

In 1989, Jennifer 
received the Windsor Locks 
Rotary Club Junior Award 
for her contributions to the 
high school community. 
(You see, I have good 
references, I save all the old 
programs.) 

Amy probably took a 
few lessons from her father, 
when it comes to baseball 
and music. 

Mr. Chamberlain played 
baseball and soccer at the 
Granby High School (Class 
of 1967) and Little League 
before the high school years, 
and in addition to the drums 



a Future Dancer and Singer 

Amy Chamberlain 

in the school band 
Amy played in the local 

Little League program, and 
admits ... "I was a tomboy 
growing up." 

She follows the Red Sox 
and Oakland A's today and 
among her personal favor
ites, in television, the 
program "Coach," the 
current movie "Bodyguard," 
and music, from rock to 
classical. 

Her main course, when it 
comes'to eating, Chinese. . 
Her hobbies, she said, "Has 
to be singing and dancing." 

Her Parents 
Before stating Amy's 

future plans, some infonna
tion on her parents: Joe 
holds membership in the 

, local American Legion Post, 
served two years in the U.S. 
Anny, with overseas duty in 

Gerffiany, and then the 
, Connecticut National Guard 
the past 18 years, with the 
highlight being on May 17, 
1983 as Joseph Chamberlain 
Day, with the living room 
wall showing an article from 
the Windsor Locks Journal, 
plus picture of Joe with then 
Governor Bill O'Neill. 

The past seven years Joe 
has been a volunteer on the 
Lions Ambulance Corps and 
an employee of Dexter; the 
past four years. 

Joe comes from a large 
family, with five brothers, 
Ekbnund,Kevin,Tim,Scott 
and Robert, and three sisters, 
Sharon, Gail and Darlene. 

Donna came from Maine 
at the age of seven. She is a 
grad of Simsbury High 
School, Class of 1969, 
where she was a majorette. 
She is the daughter of 
Roland and Lillian 
Morrison, who now make 
their home in Florida. 

Her father was a high 
school and football coach at 
Simsbury High School from 
1958 to 1976. 

She has a brother 
Michael, who lives in 
Suffield, Earl, a brother in 
the U.S. Anny, stationed in 
Gennany, and a sister Diana 
who lives in Lakeland, Fla., 
where their parents reside. 

'On the Go' 
Amy was described by 

her mother as "energetic ... 
always on the go." Amy's 
personal philosophy bears 
that out ... "Be who you
are," and she exhibits that 
tendency by her many 
talents. 

When asked who she 
most admired, Amy said, her 
dancet~ache~Linda 
Regulbuto. 

Amy has been taking 
lessons the past six years at 
the Somers studios of Linda, 
and this is what Amy said, 
"She is very optimistic, 
accepts the differences in 
her students and emphasizes 
to go for one's goal." 

Amy's future plans, "1 
want to be a performer ... 
not sure what college I'll be 
attending in the fall, 
probably in Florida, my 
main interest will be in 
singing and dancing (jazz 
and tap)." 

Epilogue 
Amy Diana Chamber

lain, one of our resident 
young musical students, who 
has kept the local tradition 
active, be it "Vocal Motion," 
the senior musical or singing 
the national anthem at the 
high school. 

Like the talented girls 
before her Michelle, Leigh
Ann and in her own family, 
Jennifer, making the sounds 
of music is something to be 
proud of.· 



Meet Joseph W. Flynn, 
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Joseph William Flynn, the 
young man who chairs the 
town's Board ofFmance, has 
led and is leading an active 
life.;. as jogger, fonner high 
school athlete, law student, 
radio announcert attorney, 
familyman,fatberoftwo girls, 
and local civic volunteer, re
alizes the importance of "life 
is a gift from Ood ... " 

ized the many l>enefits of 
Coach Sullivan as I grew 
older." - , 

as'statistician fortbe Huskies' 
b8stetbaHgameson theradie., 
with other _ties as "color 
man," andfeuultbisrole "ex-

First the Athlete: Joe is a 
Hartford native, son of Dan 
Flynn and Marilyn Stratton, 
has lived in town since~enter
ing the first grade at Union 
School and on to the high 
school years (Oass of 1973), 
where he excelled in three 
sports, baseball, soccer and 
basketball, captain of soccer 
and on the court. 

"1oe was active in school 
affaiIs" as f'tesideni of his 
class, ~inhighscboet, used 
the experience gained as a 
Little Leaguer from the mi
nors to Seniors and then on to 
the American Legion pro
gram. His class book did not 
read professional athlete, but 
"ambition to be a lawyer." His 
first step towatds that goal was 
to attend UConn and the even
tual road to St. Louis Univer
sity Law School. 

UConnColor 

dling." ~ 
II" loetraveledwitbtbeteam, 

in the years of Coach Dee 
Rowe, when Tony Hanson was 
leading scorer. Joe said one of 
the highlights was the team's 
entry into the "Final 16," that 
they lost to Rutgers. He gradu
atedin 1977 and decided to go 
west for the study onaw in St. 
Louis,Mo. 

The Law Student: Joe now 
had a degree in Political Sci
ence andEconomics, and was 
in pursuit o~his goal. ~y ~t. 
Louis? Saymg, the umverstty 
had sent recruiters to the East 

His coach was Dan 
Sullivan, and looking back at 
those ye~, Joe said, "I real-

Did Joe play sports at 
UConn? No, but he was as 
close to sports as one can get, 

Board of Finance Chair 
Coast, and he was convinced 
to go west, with an added in
centive, a partial scholarship. 
In 1980, Joe graduated, and 
received the honor of being 
chosen the,"Editorof the Law 
Review ," for the university. 
; The Family Man:, Joe met 

S'anm Mahoney .hen they 
were students at UConn..Sarah 
Jf3duatedfrom the Storrs cam
pus in 1978 with a degree in 
Education. She too went on to 
8t. Louis University earning 
her master's in Social Work 
(1980), 

Sarah was originally from 
Burrington, Vt., the daughter 
ofthelateR. Russell Mahoney, 
and ~1artha (McNamara) 
Mahoney, who is from 
Burringtonandnowmakesber 
home in Milford, Conn. where 
she is a music teacher. 

Hall of Fame Dad 

Sarah and her fanliiy had -Kaidin, 8, "seeODd' 'grade at 
moved to Milford when me North, plays the piano, is a 
was younger and where she Brownie and takes ballet les
graduated from Milford High SODS. Her sister, Kerry, 5, at
School in 1974. Her dad was tend tIte nursery school at the 
f(om'Massachusetss, ara<t of f~ Olurelt in Windsor, is 
the University of , VermOnt, .0 into OOJIQt and is a little 
member of the track team and 'girl whQ'.Ys music. ' 
was installed in ~ university' } _ ' 'Big Faninies 
"Han of Fame," almg with When you~speak ef fami
the now famous Coach Rollie lies, Joe and Sarah are both 
Massimino, former coach of one of seven children. Sarah 
Villanova and presently at has four brothers: Joe, Chris, 
UNLV. Bob and Terry, and two sis-

Joe and Sarah were mar- ters: Martha and Margie. 
ried on May 29, 1982, at St. On the other side, Joe has 
Mary's Church in Milford, and five brothers and one sister 
have lived in Windsor Locks Kathleen King, mamed t~ 
since their wedding day. Sarah Billy King, who were subjects 
was in the town's school sys- of C&K, September, 1987. 
tern as social worker (more Joe's brother, Bob, lives in 
than three years) until their Washington D.C., "travels the 
first child was bom. world as a member of the in-

Their two daughters, CABBAGES! next page 



a Devoted Family Man 
(continued from page 16) 

tellig~~ce community," and 
also ,was a subject of C&K, 
back in November 1979, when 
he was president of his class. 

-Joe's other brothers: 
Daniel fi, resides in Water
bury, "counselor of the se
verely handicap," Thomas 
lives in Windsor, involved in 
computers, Michael of town, 
in the landscaping business, 
and Patrick, atteI].cJing West
ern Connecticut working on 
his master's in education. 

The Law and Fmance: Jo
sephFlynnbeganhislawprac
ticeshortlyaftergraduationin 
Suffield with Charles T. 
Alfano Sr., former state sena
tor. 

Howdy, Partner 
-Today, the finn is called 

"Alfano, Halloran & Flynn," 
along with Charles T. Alfano 
Jr. Joe said he is personally 
involved in "the general prac
tice of Real Estate, Personal 
Injury and State Planning 
(wills, trust and tax). 

Joe balances his family 
life, with his law practice, in 
addition to the chairmanship 

Sarah had these comments 
on Joe, "He's dedicated and 
cominitted,- th ~~~r""'rson I 
know." Did jr:fJ M\r~fiUO\--i 
ite saying? Well, yeS't:butiil 
was more of a family song, 
"You can't always get all you 
want ... but if you try,youget 
what you need" 

It's truly a family song ... 
but doesn't it sort of ... well, 
sounds like the board, of you 
knowwhat! _ 

Epilogue 
Joseph William Flynn, 

young attorney, with the re
sponsibilities of chairmanship 
fortheBoardofFmance,made 

of the Board of Fmance. His 
actual civic involvement be
gan in 1981, when h~-.was a 
member of the town's Board 
of Education, unti11985: /.).'~ 

Looking back to that time 
ofhislife,Joesaid, '''IbeBoard 
of Education was a lot of work 
and preparation." In 1987, he 
became a member of the Board 
ofFmance and has been chair
man since March 1991. The 
other members include Sy 
Preli, Dennis DeMaine, 
Raymond (Billy) Marconi, 
Hugh Donagher, George 
Quagliaroli, Leslie Wenc and 
Lou McGee. Denise Balboni 
is the board's secretary. 
. As for the town budget, 

Joe said, ''The budgets are a 
reflection of the town's pri
orities, not just a financial 
document" It has always been 
Joe's desire to serve in the 
political arena, that goes back 
to his high school and college 
days, saying, "I have always 
been drawn to politics, a big 
priority in my life." 

Family First . 
As for any future plans, "I 

now do not have the time, my 
family comes ,~~,> ~.er ~e 

~$:~?i:~;:*:~t :~ t~ ~~) 
'\" t~~ + » 
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up of a cross-section of the 
town's citizens. Joe has selVed 
hisadoptedtownformorethan _, _ 
a decade, on the BoardofEdu
cation and then the Finance 
Board He has combined this 
with family life, exercise and 
associationwitlia well-known 
legal firm. 

girls are grown maybe my 
perspective will change.". , 

Realizing all work and rio 
play, Joe sid,9t f "My l~~s~ 
time is ~r\v1thmywife and 
daughters,' I do teach confir
mation classes at St. Mary's, 
and for exercise, I jog five 
miles every other day." Vaca
tion time for the Flynns, are to 
Vermont, South Carolina and 
one of these days, a trip to 
Disney World 

Joe does follow sports, es
pecially the Boston Celtics; 
however, he is a true blue fan 
of the Baltimore Orioles, and 
his idol is Brooks Robinson. 
Joe has an autographed pic
ture of the Hall of Fame third 
baseman, and all the Balti
more paraphernalia. 

When asked who Joe most 
admired, it didn't take too 
much thinking, "Sarah ... who 
has basic instincts and morals, 
she is a good person, and she 
keeps my Irish temper in 
check." 

Joe 'spersonal philosophy, 
"Life is a gift from God ... we 
have an obligation to live in 
accordance with the way He 
h* taught us to live." 

Joe, sports-minded all of 
his life, would certainly agree 
with famed Michigan State 
football coach, Duffy 
Daugherty, on the following, 
"To be successful you need 
only three bones... A wish 

JosepbFlynn, his wife Sarah and their daughters Kerry, 5, 
and Kaitlin, 8. 

bone to draw on ... A l>ack times ..• and a funny bone, to 
bone,forthestrengthandcour- laugh at silly things that hap
age to get through the tough pen along the way." 
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'Red' Maher: Fourscore 

Tomorrow, March 27 ,Ed
ward Francis "Red" Maher 
will be 80 years young. Al
though retired from Pratt & 
Whitney Aircraft in 1978, this 
quiet gentleman keeps busy 
and his summer months are 
filled with a steady round of 
golf. 

The fonnerbaseball player 
was born in East Hartford, and 
after a few years inpoquonock, 
the family moved to Windsor 
LOcks, whereRedattendedSt 
Mary's School, and be 's been 
a fixture in town ever since. 

How do I know tomorrow 
is his birthday? Not that be 
called, but a couple of well
known men about town (John 
LeeandMickey Oanyluk)pro
vided an old newspaper clip
ping ... dated April 4, 1913, 
from a newspaper called 
"American Entetprise," that 
covered the towns of East 
Hartford, Glastonbury, South 
Windsor and East Windsor, at 
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March 4, the first Democratic 
president in 21 years. The 
young Edward did grow up to 
be a loyal member of the 
Democratic party, except for 
a short time, signed up as a 
member of the Grand Old 

that time. Party, to vote for the town's 
AccordingtoRed, who still (still) most active politician 

has the original newspaper, (for a party position), the one 
saidhis father, Thomas Maber, and only Mr. Sy Preli. (A little 
a WindsorLocksnative,knew about that later.) 
the reporter, ~r editor of the -Edward, or ,better known 
paper,·and ran an article on to his friends and old-timers 
young'Edward'sbirtb,entided as Red; a niclc:name he was 
44Birth of Radical Democ- given "many years ago, when 
racy." Thomas Maher was Ihadredhair,"was the son of 
activeintheDemocraticparty,· Thomas and Catherine 
or as the piece cfll:led a "radi- (Geary) Maber. Mrs. Maher 
cal Bryan Democrat.} Bryan was from Poquonock. Red's 
being William Jennings grandparents had owned a 
Bryan). large amount of land in 

The item went on ... "he Poquonock, located on (now) 
(Thomas) would never bring Route 75, across from the 
achildintotheworldundera (now) Brown's Fann. Red's 
Republican administration," family had moved from East 
and it was true, Woodrow Hartford to Poquonock to live 
Wilson was inaugurated on with his grandmother, on the 

f-'?~77'.~~~~~;~~ 
t ~, "" -' ~ 
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From left, Ed, John and their father Tom Maher during 
WorldWarll. 

family fann, and when she 
died, "we sold the farm and 
moved to Windsor Locks," he 
said Red has a brother, John 
Maher, who resides in New 
Jersey .. 

Red began school at the 
age of 6, and when it came , 
time for high school, he de
cided to go to Springfield and 
Ca~dndFfighSchool,where 
he played baseball. He trav
eled by a "seven-passenger 
Buick, owned by - Bob 
O'Brien." Three of the 
O'Brien boys (Robert, Wtl- > 

liam and Gerald) were also ' 
students and made the daily 
trip to Springfield with Red 
They received "free tuition," 
he said, "because of the teach
ing nuns from Springfield 
coming to St. Mary's School." 

With graduation in 1932 
from Cathedral, at the height 
of the Depression, Red and 
many others found it difficult 
to find employment Looking 
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and Still Going Strong 
back, he said, "A lot of us years, Red wolked as a ma
locally would gather at the chinist, on different parts of 
park (behind St. Mary's thefamedengines.Thelast23 
SchoolandnowPesciPark)to years, "he went upstairs," he 
just talk and share a morning said, in production engineer
paper to see what jobs were mg, retiring on March 31, 
available." Adding, "Most of 1978. 
us did work tobacco during Edward Maher has a 
the summer months. I do re- daughter, Katherine Lavasser, 
member one year helping to and a son, Geary. Katherine 
cut down trees where the ball lives with her dad, and she has 
field is now and going swim- a daughter, Michelle Lavasser, 
ining in the canal." . ,a 1992 WLHS grad, who was 

As for his political beliefs, ,a member of her class musi-' 
Redfollowedinhis dad's foot- cal, "No, No, Nanette." She 
steps, as a member of the local now attends Western Con
Democratic Party. His father necticut State University in 
was Democratic Registrar 01 "Danbury. Geaty resides in 
Voters in town, and a good Berlin with his wife Elizabeth 
friend of local prominent po- and their two daughters, 
litical figures, such as John Heather and Sara. 
Fitzpatrick, Jim Rabbitt and Red's baseball memories 
Tim Dowd However, there ..• he was involved in local 
was one time, Red recalled baseball circles as first 
with a slight smile saying, "At basemanandoutfielderforthe 
first, I registered to vote as an AA's and Clay Hill teams. 
independent ... in 1936, I be- Backintbe '30s,he said, base
came a Republican because of ball was "the" sport in town. 
Mr. Prell, but after a year or He said the old-timers will 
so, went back to the Demo- certainly remember when the 
craticrolls." - New York Yankees and Babe 

Reminiscing more ... af- Ruth, Detroit with Ty Cobb 
ter the 1938 hurricane, and came to town on Sundays, on 
due to the enormous damage their way to New York or 
locally, Red and a few of his Boston. In those days, the 
unemployed friends were majors could not play on Sun
asked to help cleanup the mess days. The pros would playa 
at the George P. Clark Com- bunch of collegians from area 
pany on Main Street. They colleges on a field located off 
workedoutsideandwhenmost whereI59isnow.(Itwasnear 
of the work was complete, 1-91 and the old-timers surely 
were asked to work indoors. It remember Ruth and Cobb and 
was Red's first time and he those games.) 
found it not bad, and stayed In his younger days, Red 
for two years, until he joined was a fishennan, but today 
Pratt & Whitney. golf is his game, and he can't 

He worked at the EastHart- wait until the season starts. 
fordplant,andattimesinPort- "Havetotakeiteasy,"hesaid, 
land and Southington, with 38 "got to stay in shape for golf." 
years of service. The first 15 Maherlnextpage 

Red has "no big plans for 

his birthday. WhenIwas75,I 
came to the Villa Rose and 
found a large swprise party 
waiting for me." 

Epilogue 
Edward Francis "Red" 

Maher ... retired gentleman, 

Continuedfrom page 10 
These cold March days, Red 
usually starts his day with 
breakfast at the Donut Kettle. 
At home, he watches CNN for 
the latest news, and his TV is 
usually tuned to Public Broad
cast, for interesting stories. 

He was a member of the 
Knights of Columbus when 
the club was located on Spring 
Street. Now he proudly says, 
"I'm a member of AARP." 
Years ago, vacation time 
meant trips to Cape Cod or the 
Connecticut shore. 

Over the years, Red has 
seen many changes in the 
world, and one in particular he 
remembers was back in the 
'20s, saying, "My mother 
wanted a piano, my father said 
no, he wanted a radio. A man 
down the street from us put 
together a radio (crystal set) 
and we all felt it was remark
able, to listen to people miles 
away." And the radio also 
brought the voice to America, 
that of Father Charles E. 
Couglin, a Catholicpriest, and 
quite controversial for the 
times. Red admired the priest 
and made a visit to New Ha
ven to hear Father Couglin in 
person. Redsaidthepriest"had 
the right outlook on life." 

aircraft worker, baseball 
player, and still enjoys the 
game of golf at fourscore. 

He has led the full life and 
realizes "golf without bonkers 
and hazards would be tame 
~d monotonous." So would 
life. 



Tom Ruggiero -

Safety Committee Co-Chair 

Thomas James Ruggiero, 
of the Thompsonville 
Ruggieros, is no relation to 
the local Ruggiero clan. 

But the Thompsonville 
native is very active in his 
adopted town as co-chainnan 
of the Safety Commission. 
Tom has been involved in this 
worthy cause the past years, 
along with his local native 
wife, Linda, in helping to or
ganize the annual senior class 
graduation party. 

Before discussing the 
number one priority in the 
Ruggiero home, some infor
mation on Tom andLinda, she 
of the Griffin family in town, 
and no relation to Journal gen
eral manager Keith and his 
Spring Street family. 

Tom Ruggiero is the son 
of Leonard Ruggiero, and the 
late Amelia (Vitale ) Ruggiero. 
Tom. has a brother Richard 
who resides in Enfield Linda 
(Griffin) Ruggiero is the 
daughter of Philip Griffin, and 
the late Teresa (pelletier) Grif
fin. 

Mr. Griffin is retired from 
Montgomery's, and lives in 

cabbages and kings 
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town. Linda grew up on Half
way House Road and Elm 
Street. She has two brothers: 
Gary of town, and Jim of 
Suffield 

Local Roots 
Linda graduated from 

WLHS (Class of 1967) and 
"worked all ofherhighschool 
days." After graduation, she 
went to work at Traveler's, 
where she said a lot of the girls 
did at that time. 

After two years, she 
switched to Accessory Con
trols in Wmdsor (where she 
met Tom) for another two 
years. They were married on 
May 15, 1971. 

Tom attended Enfield 
High School for a year, and 
then decided to go to Prince 
Tech in Hartford, where he 
eventually leamedhis lifetime 
profession of drafting, gradu
ating in 1964. 

A year later he joined the 
U.S. Marines Reserves, spend
ing six months on active duty 

at the famed marine camps on 
ParrlsIsland{SC) and Lejeune 
(NC). 

After the required active 
duty and training, Tom served 
in the reserves until July 1971. 
During that period, he attended 
monthly meetings, and two 
weeks in the summer, in North 
Carolina, with one trip to 
Panama, for jungle warfare 
training. Fortunately, Tom's 
outfit was not called to Viet 
Nam, as some of the reserve 
units were, he said 

Civilian Life 
Back in civilian clothes, 

Tom, even with his drafting 
credentials found it difficult, 
at first, to find employment. 
However, over the years, he 
had a diversified record, 
mostly with Accessory Con
trols & Equipment Corp. in 
Windsor. 

After. 23 years, Tom found 
himself out of work, due to a 
strike. He went to Combus
tion Engineering, Inc. for little 



over a year, returnmg to AC

cessory, until December 1990. 
He was the Chief Draftsman 
at the time. 

It was time for a few odd 
jobs, worked at Avis, taught 
himself how to master the 
computer, worked at R.E. 
Phelon in East Longmeadow, 
finally finding a steady job in 
New Britain (this past Decem
ber) at the Peter Paul Elec
tronics. He now says, "Hope I 
will be there a long time." 

While going through his 
many jobs, Tom and Linda's 
daughters were growing 
up ... Wendi, a 1992 WLHS 
grad, where she was cheer
leader for four years. She is 
now a freshman at Eastern 
Connecticut State University, 
taking up "Psychology ... in 
hopes to be an Art-Therapist," 
which she said was a combi
nation of art and psychology. 

Her sister, Mandi, a junior 
at the high school, is also a 
cheerleader, and has, as future 
goal, to be a CPA (Certified 
Public Accountant) and attend 
Central and the University of 
Hartford. 

'Gypsy Blood' 
Tom and Linda admit, they 

have a "little gypsy blood," 
with their many moves, which 
included homes in Somers, 

continued from page 8 

in Maine and plans fora trip to 
Florida. 

Saying, "It's a good 
cause," Tom and Linda have 
been involved in the Windsor 
Locks Safety Commission the 
past three years. Adding, ''We 
wanted to be involved in our 
daughter's activities." 

Tom was Publicity Chair
man, and now the co-chair
man with Karen Maltese. 
Linda is now in charge of en
tertainment and decorations. 

Other active members are 
Barbara 0 'Brien as Treasurer 
and John and Mary Sawicki 
handling the publicity. 

Tom said there are many 
fund raising events in the 
works, and the latest is a Com
edy Show at the high school 
on Wednesday, April 7. 

The Big Event 
And the' big event .... the 

graduation party, will be held 
Friday, June 25 at the Polish 
Home, and he added, "it all 
depends on the number of 
snow days." The committee 

Tom and Linda Ruggiero and their daughters Mandi and 
Wendi 

Enfield, Feeding Hills, Mass., 
and in 1984, came to live in 
her hometown. 

They are quite proud of 
their home on North Main, 
which they said was built in 
1915, and previous owners 
included "Doc" LaBelle, Jim 
Franklin and Mary and Bill 
Cooper~ 

can always use additional help, 
to achieve their goal. They 
meet the firstThursday of each 
month at the high school. 

The committee's goal ... 
"provide entertainment for the 
1993 WLHS senior class on 
graduation night. .. and elimi
nate any alcohol-related acci
dents and demonstrate to the 
town's youth that they can 
enjoy themselves without 
drinking and driving ... " 

Back to Tom Ruggiero ... 
when asked who he most ad
mired, he said, "John F. 
Kennedy, as I was growing 
up, I could relate to JFK, and 
he had an interesting life." 
Tom's personal goaL.''! did 
not attend college, and I and 
Linda want our daughters to 
have the opportunity to go." 

Tom has been a member 
of the local K of C, the past 15 
years. When it comes to hob
bies, he's into golf at all the 
local courses. He is a big fan 
of the Red Sox, enjoys 
"Cheers" on television, and 
vacation time has meant time 
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Epilogue 
Tom Ruggiero made the 

best ofhi~ own opportunities. 
H~ and Lmda are involved in 
this W?rthycause fortheyouth 
of Windsor Locks. Linda 
called her husband "dedi
cated" Tom has shown that 
the past three years. 

Noted author, Alex Haley tainly in 'the minds of the 
said ... "Find the good and Safety Committee .... and we 
praise it" The good is cer- praise them. 



'Storm of the Century' ••• I Missed It (Almost) 
A funny thing did happen 

on my way to Florida. 
I almost didn't get there! 

Arrived at Bradley Airport at 
6:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 
13. Terminal "A" was filled 
with more than 500 frustrated 
passengers all anxious to leave 
before the snow, which was 
predicted to start about 10:00, 
closes the airport. 

The snow did start at 7:15 
... Iwasoneoftheluckyones, 
had my boarding pass, so all I 
had to do was leave one bag 
with the baggage handlers at 

. the curb (who had their hands 
full) and go directly to USAir 
gate. 

As we sat in the plane 
(which was filled) and before 
taking off, as a safety mea
sure, the plane was being de
iced. We finally left the snow 
of Connecticut at 8:30 .t. and 
experienced a very bumpy ride 
. to Tampa, arriving at 11 :45 ... 
but very safe and sound, and 
just thankful to be there. 

Found Florida had its own 
problems ... no snow in 
Tampa, but as one of the news
papers reported (in Florida) 
... "dozens were left dead and 
more than 2 million left with-

in my view 
JACK REDMOND 

out power, due to the high 
winds and tornadoes ... " 

I realize, at this writing, 
old news, but at the time, be
ing safe was a great feeling, 
and wondering how things 
were in little old Windsor 
Locks, was indeed on my 
mind 

On arrival at my daughter's 
and son-in-Iaw's house 
(Nancy and Frank: Deshaies) 
in Palm Harbor, I called home. 
Windsor Locks ... cold and 
snowbound ... neighbors 
Mark Glantz and Will Gould 
kept our driveway clear for 
Rita and the visiting grand
children. 

In back of my mind, I in
tended to start the story on my 
annual trip south to baseball's 
spring training games in the 
St. Pete, Clearwater and 
Dunedin area ... with these 
following words .. . 

October means the World 
Series ... January, the Super 
Bowl 

March with its madness 

onthecourtandSpringTrain- _ Rangers. There was a large 
ing... banner across Main Street in 

and on AprilS the start of Dunedin proclaiming ... This 
the baseball season... is the spring home of the World 

But with the following ... ChampionBlueJays ... Aswe
never underestimate Mother walked througlt the parking 
Nature's ability to change 10twenoticedmoreCanadian 
men's plans ... or words. cars than Florida cars. 

Let the games begin... The Blue Jays did not play 

First Game: Oearwater ... 
PhiladelphiaPhillies won over 
the Minnesota Twins 5-4. 
Temperature was 47 (sweater 
and jacket time) with a 24-
degree wind-chill factor. Cer
tainly not baseball weather, 
more like football. 

We actually left our re
serve seats in the shade for 
more comfortable sunny seats 
in the bleachers. One minor 
disappointment ... Dave 
Winfield and Kirby Puckett 
of the Twins did not play. 

Second Game: St. Peters
burg ... Chicago White Sox 
over the Baltimore Orioles in 
a night game, 5-1, weather 
cool but not unbearable. An
other minor disappointment, 
Bo Jackson, he was playing in 
Cocoa, with the split squad. 

Third Game: Dunedin ... 
Toronto Blue Jays vs. Texas 

like champs ... Texas won the 
game 7-6. But this time we 
were not disappointed ... big 
Jose Canseco of the Rangers 
was there and judging from 
the fans' reaction, a verypopu
lar player. It was a full house, 
every game has been a sell
out. My daughter had gone to 
the parle in January for tickets 
and the best she could do was 
bleacher seats. 

It was a sunny day and the 
best part of a game in Florida 
is, you are as close as you 
would be if you were watch
ing the Little League at Pesci 
Park. , 

Three games do not make 
a spring training season. We 
were at the three games to 
watch six different teams, in 
well played games, despite the 
cold and windy conditions at 
times . 

For the record, Toronto 

Cabbages and Kings columnist Jack Redmond with his 
daughter Nancy Deshaies and Jack's Florida greeting 

was 4 and 12.when we left not by this boy of baseball, 
Florida. A prediction... the who has been a fan -of the 
Blue Jays will win the Ameri- nation's number one sport for 
can League East again this more than half a century. 
year, they have Joe Carter and Play ball! 
have added Paul Molitor ... 
sorry, Sox and Yankee fans. 

Back Home: Now I can 
say I survived the "Storm of 
the Century," of course, I was 
in Florida for the week and 
~scaped in the nick of time. 

Thanks again to N aney and 
Frank for making my third 
trip -enjoyable tp watch the 
"Boys of Summer," in a spring 
setting. On April 5, the real 
season starts, and the spring 
games will be forgotten, but 



March ·1993 
JACK REDMOND'S FLA. BASEBALL SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY'" 141 
12:05pm Phil/ies VS. Twins, 

Clearwater 

MONDAY 151 

TUESDAY· .... 161 
7:05pm Orioles VB. White Sox 

St. Petersburg .. 

WEDNESDAY - 171 

THURSDAY _.: ·18 
1 :35pm. Rangers vs. Blue Jays 

Dunedin 

FRIDAY 19 

SATURDAY 201 
Return to Windsor Locks 

March 
s M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 Zl 
28 29 30 31 

April 
S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 



Harry Joseph Daniel Jr., is 
better known to his many 
friends, fellow firefighters, 
airmen and EMTs as just 
Spike. 

The Warehouse Point na
tivehas been a firefighter since 
he was 14, as a member of a 
junior group. At the age of 6, 
young Spike was greatly in
fluenced by a fire department 
demonstration in Warehouse 
Point, and since that early ex
perience, and looking back 
now, he said, "I waited anx
iously every year until I was 
14, so I could join." 

Spike's lifetime dream cer
tainly has been fulfilled. He is 
currently a member of the 
Windsor Locks Lions Ambu
lance COlpS as anEMT (Emer
gency Medical Technician) 
and a volunteer Windsor 
Locks firefighter. He sums it 
all up ... "1 enjoy helping 
people." Being a firefighter is 
his main hobby. The Daniel 
name is well known in fire 
department circles in this area. 
Spike is one of the new breed 
or better said, one of the young 
Lions, when it comes to civic 
involvement. 

Spike is the son of Harry J. 
Daniel Sr. and Jean (Shennan) 
Daniel, who reside in tOWD. 
Mr. Daniel is a Windsor Locks 
native, retired now as a truck 
driver and Dexter employee, 
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who was a Windsor Locks 
firefighter back in the '50s. 
Mrs. Daniel was originally 
from Taunton, Mass., and is a 
Navy veteran of World War 
n. 

When Spike was asked 
how many brothers and sis
ters? ... Well,heregoes, three 
brothers, Thomas and Jack 
Potter, William Daniel ... four 
sisters, Linda Connor, Judith 
Ouellette, Susan Lanagna and 
Linda Rutkowitz. 

As mentioned, the Daniel 
family is well known in these 
parts. Among Spike's uncles 
... Neil of Windsor Locks, 
Tony (who I wolked with at 
CE) who lives in Broad Brook, 
and the late John Daniel, 
fonner firefighter in tOWD. A 
cousin of Spike is Bob Daniel, 
who was active in Civil De
fense and now a resident of 
Virginia. 

Spike went two years to 
East Windsor High School, 
where he played soccer and 
baseball. He eventually re
ceived his diploma from the 
state. In August of 1981, he 
joined the Air National Guard, 
serving six months on active 

duty in Texas and Illinois. loves the outdoors and attends 
Hisemployrnentwentlike the Windsor Locks Congre

this •.. over a year with the gational Church Nursery 
S.P. Richards Wholesale Of- Scbool. His proud father said, 
fice Supply Co. in East "It's in his blood," as to his 
Windsor and then went full plans for the life of a 
time (December 1982) with firefighter. 
the Air National Guard. To- Spike is a man who wears 
daySpikeisacrewcbiefmain- tbree bats ... volunteer 
taining the A-lOs, as environ- firefighter, Air National Guard 
mental control machinist and EMT. When not wearing 

It was at the Richards com- the unifonn of these special 
pany when he met his future, units, Spike and his family 
bride, Dorothy Baldwin. Bet- enjoy camping, and he's an 
ter known as Dori, she was a avid golfer, as a member of 
worker at an East Hampton the ANG League. The Red 
stationery store, where he de- Sox is his te~ and television 
livered supplies. On May 18, watching is mainly for the 
1985, they were married. They "children films for Zachary." 
lived in Vernon for two years, Dori, on the other hand, is into 
before coming to the locktown sewing and ceramics. A fu
in 1987. ture trip is planned for the 

Dori was a 1976 grad of Dutch country in Pennsylva
RHAM Regional High nia. 
School. Sbe was a native of As mentioned, wbenSpike 
Marlborough, the daught~r of was a young boy, all he wanted 
William and Elizabeth (Davis) to be was a firefighter. In 1977, 
Baldwin. Mr. Baldwin is a re- he joined the W arehou~ Point 
tired Pratt & Whitney worker, Fire Department as a junior 
and former firefighter in firefighter, and went full time 
Marlborough, as their chief in 1981. When they moved to 
engineer. Dori has a brother, Vernon it meant Spike would 
Ron, and a sister, Tina. Dori certainly join up with 
has been employed at Aetna Vernon's Fire Department, 
the past nine years. and he did, as member of the 

Spike and Dori certainly Rescue Truck Team. 
have a future firefighter at With the move back to 
home - with Zachary Owen Windsor Locks, he was put on 
Daniel, who was just 4 years a waiting list for volunteer 
old last December. Zachary firefighter. In the meantime, 
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andEMT 

Harry Joseph 'Spike' Daniel Jr. and his wife Dori 

he volunteered over in Ware
house Point, until there was an 
opening here. In 1988, he was 
in the ranks of the volunteers 
ofbis new hometown. Today~ 
Spike is treasurer of the 
department's Social Oub and 
member of the Rescue Truck 

-Committee (whichhaswoJked 
the past four years, he said) in 
securing a new truck for the 
department 

Spike has been with the 
Windsor Locks Lions Ambu
lance Corps since 1991, and 
has held the title ofEMT since . 
1985, when he was associated 
with the East Windsor Ambu
lance Corps. 

Any interesting experi
ences, Spike? "Yes, I was on 
hand for the delivery of two 
babies in the ambulance," he 
. 'Spi~e'lnext page 

Firefighter 'Spike' Daniel 
Continued/rom page 14 

. said, proudly. 
- When asked about his ad

miration for others, Spike 
spoke of two individuals and 
also a cousin's injury. First his 
cousin, Leslie Daniel 
Sheadon, who now makes her 
home in Kansas, the daughter 
of Neil Daniel. Spike said, 
"Leslie's injury in a car acci
dent greatly influenced my 
role as an EMT." As for the 

two firefighters ... "My jun
ior drill instructor (still active 
as captain in the Warehouse 
Point Fire Department) Tony 
Dimastrantonio, and former 
Assistant Fire Chief (now re
tired) "Skip" Woodward, who 
got me into EMT training, and 
a man who showed an interes't 
in me." 

EPILOG 

Harry Joseph "Spike" 
Daniel Jr., family man, volun
teer who wears three hats all 
in the line of duty to town and 
country. Dori called her hus
band "a very caring man," and 
he has shown that tendency in 
his young life and certainly 
has earned the title of one of 
the young Lions, whom we 
owe a lot for their service. 



Family Values'Important 

We interviewed Rich and Denise Balboni r -------------

for two very good reasons. Joe Flynn had 
recalled Rich as one "of the best baseball 
!players" (LL and high school, nearly two 
. decades ago) in this area. 

Because this is a busy time for budgets, we 

cabbages & kings 
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caught Denise on an off night, as clerk of the - years, Rich was into baseball on the Little 
town's Board of Finance , where Mr. Flynn sits League diamond At the Raider school, under 
as chainnan. Coach Dan Sullivan, who he said, "was strict, 

Yes, Rich and Denise are two very nice a disciplinarian, who taught the kids good 
people with a story to tell. lessons," Rich played baseball, soccer and 

And their story includes their two small basketball. The soccer team was state champs 
children, Lauren, 5, and David, a busy little in 1971. 
boy in, what is commonly called "the terrible Rich had experienced the thrill of a cham-
2's," which brings smiles to his parent's life. pionship, in the Senior Little League, on the 

The ball player in the family, Richard All-Star team, under Coach Ken Brough, who 
Thomas Balboni, native of Wmdsor Locks, 
son of Joseph and Dorothy (Masera) Balboni. were 1972 state champs. They went on and 
Both call Windsor Locks their hometown. won the New England Regionals andmade the 

Mr. Balboni is retired from his own food Eastern Regionals in New Jersey to cap off a 
delivery business. The Balboni family also great season .. 
includes a daughter, Christine, and their late One of his teammates was Jeff Creech, 
SOO, Paul Balboni.' _________ . --, , , .. ~-._brother of Bob Creech, who was a member of 

Rich grew up on Whiton Street, attended the 1965 Littl~ League World Champs from 
local schools, and graduated from the high thetow~ofWmdsorLocks: .," ,<-' 

school Class of 1975. Before his high school Demse (Tuller) Balbom, the daughter of 
, Barbara Jandreau, was born in New Britain, 

lived in Southington until she reached the fifth 
grade, and then moved to Windsor Locks. 
Denise graduated from the local high school, 
class of 1978. She has three brothers, Christo
pher, Keith and Todd 

Denise and Rich met in 1984, when they 
were introduced by his brother Paul. They 
were married 00 June 21,1986. 

She has been a working girl since her high 
school days. Her first job was at the candy 
store in East Windsor, Crand's, which lasted 
only six months. During her high school days 
she worked part-time at the Northern Con
necticut National Bank. Her longest service 
was at the Suffield B ank, wheresheworlc:ed 12 
years, reaching the title ofbranchmanager and 
also serving as human resource officer. 

Today, she's at home with the children, 
an~keeps busy in additioo to the clerk's role 
with the Board of Finance, for more than a 
year. As clerk, Denise keeps minutes of the 
meetings, and has contact with various boards 



to Former Baseball Star 

and commissions on budgetary matters. In 
addition, she prepares the budget for publica-
tion. . 

Rich's employment did not begin until 
after his four years at Eastern Connecticut 
State College, when in 1980 he received a 
degree in economics. He worked on tobacco 
and delivery of the afternoon Hartford Times, 
while Denise reminded Rich, she delivered 
the Courant in the early moming hours. 

Rich's first job was at Bradley Interna
tionalAitportwithDeltaAirlinesloadingbag
gage. After two years, he switched to a job to 

\his likiIig - the world of insurance with the 
Hartford Insurance Group. 

Another switch, after two years, took him 
into the oil business with his brother Paul. 
After two years they sold the business, and 
today, Rich is sales manager with Newark 
Electronics, a business based in Chicago, and 
he has worked out of the Windsor office the 
past six years. '" - "', 1 • 

Rich and Denise's home is a lively place ' 
with two children. Lauren, who was just 5 on 
Easter Sunday, will attend kindergarten this 
fall. The past two years she has been busy 
taking dance lessons. Herbrother, David,prob
ably, because of his energy, will be a ball 
player like his dad. 

Theirparents are strong advocates of exer
cise, and doing things with their children. Rich 
does take some time to play basketball on a 
local level, while Denise is into ceramics. 

: Vacation time is usually at the Cape or the, 
: White Mountains of New Hampshire. Their 
honeymoon was spent in sunny Hawaii, and 
another great trip was to Barbados. 

Rich has been a Yankee fan all of his life 
and his favorite player is Mickey Mantle. On 
the basketball court, it's the Boston Celtics. 
TV time is usually limited to "Cheers," and 
"Seinfeld. " 

Admiration of others by Rich and Denise 
was for the family ... Rich saying, "My par
ents ... who taught me good family values." 
Denise said, "My mother-in-law. She has a 
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The Balbonfu: Rich, a former baseball star, 
and Denise, clerk of Board of Finance with 
their children. . 

strong "faith and always gives unconditional 
love." 

Denise added, "When it comes to Rich, 
he's a very giving peISon, kind and always 
gives people the benefit of the doubt" 

Epilog 
Rich and Denise Balboni, a young couple 

with two active children, the former baseball 
star, very much into family life, and Denise, 
serving her.adopted town on the Board of 
Finance. 

A speech writer for President Reagan 
(Peggy Noonan) has written the following 
(Rich and Denise would probably agree) ... 
"There are two things you can give your 
children, and they are roots and wings." 

FRIDAY, APRIL 16, 1993 
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John Marinone 
HyouwanttheNewYorlc, Crouse. Mr. Crouse is retired 

Boston or Springfield news- cabbages & from Hi-G, and he and his 
papers, the nation's USA To- wife have returned to their 
day, or the Courant, Wmdsor kings native Canada. Gail has a 
Locks Journal, or latest fioan- WITH JACK REDMOND brother Jeff, and three sisters, 
cial news, and a cup of coffee Stephanie, Marlene and 
in town, you would probably Stacey. Gail graduated from 
stop at JJ's News Depot on WLHS in 1966. 
Main Street at the Commons. notice ... " They met as next-door 

The owner of this fixture Does John have aunts and business owners ... he at JJ's' 
in town is John Anthony uncles? There's Charlie, Joe, and Gail at a Kids' Clothing 
MarinoneJr.,justoneoftheJs Lester, all of Windsor Locks, Store, in the same building. 
in ]]'s. The other J was his Phil and Brucie, who divide where JJ's was originally 10-
brother-in-law, John Lingua, their time in town and Florida. cated Gail was in partnership 
who with John Jr. started the John's aunts .... Frances, Betty with Jean Tiesing Eddy, a 
business in 1984. andPeggy(twins),~dJennie, C&KintervieweeinJanuary, 

The story of the Marinone twin of John's father, and the 1982. The store is now closed 
familyandJJ'siswellknown late Antoinette. John and Gail were mar
in these parts, with John JohnhasabrotherAngelo, ried on April 4, 1986 and have 
Marinone Jr: our main sub- and a sister, ~osephine Lin- lived in Enfield since their 
ject, who is the son of the late gua. Josephine and her hus- wedding day. They have two 
John A. Marinone Sr. and band,John,resideintownwith children ... Dorey and John 
Anna (Pitittieri) Marinone, their son Alfred ID. Dorey, six, attends first 
who still makes her home in John, a native son, grew grade in Enfield, and accord
town. John Sr. (who passed uponMarionStreet,attended ingtoherproudfather,isinto 
away in the late '80s) was local schools, graduated from drawing. Dorey's brother, 
retired from Hamilton-Stan- thehighschool,Classofl975. John ill, is 17 months old 
dard He came from a large He wolked on tobacco as a John is a member of the 
family, the son of Joseph kid,andreceivedhisfirstcus- Suffield Sportsmen's Associa
Marinone, who operated a tomer training as a part-time tion Inc. and the Marlcsmen's 
Cement Block business on worker at Sid's Modern Drug, Club in East Windsor. With 
Turnpike Road, in the Bull and also at Montgomery's. In this membership, John is an 
Run section of town, now the addition, John.,worked ~t: activefishennanlocally,how
Ella Grasso Turnpike. Guy's Electric! in Sou'th i ever, this year he intends to 

His grandson said, "My Windsor (after graduation get in some salt water fishing 
father and his brothers all . from high school) for a period on the sound. John at one time 
worked in the cement busi- of six years, as an auto me- was into target shooting. When 
nessaskidsgrowingup."John chanic on emergency equip- his day is over, for this active 
Jr. still has a copy of his ment,suchasfireenginesand businessman, he's usually 
grandfather's ad in .the Au- ambulances. tuned into the latest eleven 
gust 14, 1925 issue of the He was not in the newspa- o'clocknews,thatwillappear 
Windsor Locks ~ournal on per business until 1984, as in his next day's newspapers. 
"Ceme_ntand~y Blocks mentioned, as partner with - Vacation time for Gail is a 
delivered anywhere~at short John Lingua. Their location, visit to her parents in Nova 

not far from the present site, Scoti~, and, John said, one 
_was next to the new devel- ~ year, h~.tooka week off for a 
oped Commons. _ In 1989, vacationtothemaritimeprov~ 
John, by himself, set up busi- ince of southeastern Canada. 
ness in the Commons, which ~ Those early hours of John 
he said, "was a much bigger' at JJ's ... he's up at 3:30 a.m., 
place to operate and eventu- at the store by 4:30, in order to 
allyi,ntoaconveniencestore." open for those early coffee 
More~on the store later. drinkers and newspaper folks, 

John'swife,Gai1(Crouse) at 5:30 to 8 p.m. (Monday to 
Marinone, came to Connecti- Fridays), with Saturday and 
cut as a young girl from Nova Sunday closing at 3 p.m. In 
Scotia, Canada, the daughter the summer the store is open 
of Irving and oreta (Dorey) until 9:30 p.m. He did men-
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of JJ's News Depot 

The~arinoneFwmlly 

tion, he takes off Sunday mom- John Anthony Marinone Jr. 
ings. John is keeping up with the 

John is also into the latest latest in the world of newspa
in "what's going on in the pers and what is now known 
worldofconveniencestores." as the neighborhood conve
He attends the shows (with nience store. John combines 
Gail) held at the Big-E, this as a father of two young 
Southington, Conn. and children and a man who stilI 
Marlborough, Mass., on enjoys fishing. 
"what's new in (now)bigbusi- - ]]'s is a fixture in"town, 
ness of convenience stores." just like the Donut Kettle, 

John, when asked, if he Charlie Tens, Bradley Field 
had any special outlook on and the Ella Grasso Turnpike. 
life, he said, "In this business, His family has been a part of 
you have to be honest and fair Windsor Locks a long time ... 
with your customers." first was cement blocks and 

Epilog now the latest newspaper each 
That's the story of the early morning at ]]'s on the 

owner of JJ's News Depot, . Commons. ' 

FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 1993 
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She's a 'Busy,Lady'; He's a Former Army Brat 
Don Applegarth calls his wife, Rene, "one 

busy lady:' This could be an understatement 
(or to prove his point), she is involved in PTO 
projects, is a Girl Scout leader and sales repre
sentative. To complete this friendly and happy
go-lucky family, they are parents of a fourth 
grader, Jamie. 

Don is employed at Hamilton-Standard, 
while Rene works for J & L Industrial Supply 
Co. in East Windsor. 

He indeed, grew up as one young busy 
"army brat," with schooling and homes in 
Massachusetts, Virginia, Maryland and Ohio, 
as his father was an army veteran with many 
stops in this country and on foreign soil. And 
just to add to Don's story, his first home was 
in Broken Bow, Nebraska, where he was born. 

The Applegarths have lived in town since 
1988. 

Rene Danielle (Beaulieu) Applegarth is a 
Holyoke girl, the daughter of William and 
Susan (Beck) Beaulieu, both natives of 
Holyoke. Mr. Beaulieu is retired from 

cabbages & kings 
JACK REDMOND 

She ha.~_a sister, Frances, who resides in 
Chicopee. 

Rene, too~ has had a diversified working 
career, first as a waitress (more than 10 years) 
inN orthampton and at the well-known restau

Hamilton-Standard, while Susan is currently rant "Whale," in Goshen, Mass. In addition, 
employed at Mount Holyoke College in the she worked at Hamilton-Standard and today, 
admissions office. for the past year, is a sales rep in industrial 

Don is the son of Laverne and Elsie Mae supplies. 
(Harmon) Applegarth, who now make their Rene and Don first met when he was work
homeinFitchburg,Mass.Mr.Applegarthwas ing at the paper mill, introduced by her best 
a career soldier with more than 20 years of friend They were married on Aug. 21, 1982, 
service, which included Vietnam, Germany and have lived in Goshen ana Springfield, 
andAfrica. He is now retired and they reside before moving to town in 1988. 
in Fitchburg. After receiving his discharge, he They have a 1 O-year-old daughter, J arnie, 
earned a "civilian teaching degree," and has who is a fourth grader at the South Street 
taught enlisted men at Fort Devens, ~ass. School. Her favorite subjects are math and 

Don's parents came from different states, spelling. Does she have a favorite TV pro· 
his dad was from Nebraska, the "Cornhusker gram? Yes, "Ghost Riders,"on public TV. She 
State," and his mother from Ohio. They met, hopes to sign up as a cheerleader in the near 
as children, in the "Buckeye State." future. 

Don has two brothers, Mike of Don is into electronics .•. computers and 
Westminster, Mass., andKeith of Monroeville, technology in the games associated with such 
Penn. mechanical wonders. He does play some soft

Don had graduated from Fitchburg High ball in the Hamilton League, and when it 
School in 1977, and while there played the comestimeforthefamllyvacations,it'sprob-
trumpet in the school band ably camping up in Maine. 

His employment record covers a wide area 'The family's favorite 1V program is "Home 
- worked as a chef in a gourmet restaurant, a Improvement," and when sports are on TV, its 
paper mill (when he met Rene), machinist, the Celtics and Miami Dolphins. 
wotkedinacasketcompany,andwentbackto Rene, when it comes to outside activities, 
school, earning an associate degree. For the. has been associated with the PrO the past 
past five years, he has attended the University' three years, as hospitality chairperson. 
of Hartford, (Ward College of Technology), One of the recent projects of the PrO has 
for his higher degree. been murals on the walls of the South and 

Today, Donis employed at Hamilton-Stan- North Street schools. Rene and Don, the 
dard in "small fuel controls." Rene proudly DeSousa and Frederick families and Cherese 
said, "Don is a member of the Honor Society Mathews have contributed their talents in the 
at the college." painting of these murals. 

Rene graduated from Holyoke High Rene said, "It all began because of fire 
School, Class of 1979, and was very active. codesthatw~reinneedofcorrectionintheall
She played the flute, was in singing groups and purpose room, and a committee was formed. 
the editorial staff of the school's Year Book. . and that 's why the walls were decorated in the 

. schools." 

Rene and Don Applegarth 

, This active mother is also a Girl Scout 
leader (Troop 578) and said on March 12, the 
night before the "Storm of the Century," she 
organized a "sleep-over of 81 Girl Scouts." 
Just to add to the party, Rene wore a 1928 Girl 
Scout uniform. 

"When we heard of the stonn coming on 
Saturday morning," she said, " .. we quickly 
got the girls home." 

Rene is also involved in the "Granby Land," 
with more than 50 acres given to the Girl and 
Boy Scouts in town to be used "for future use," 
she said 

Wben Rene was asked who she most ad
mired, she said, "MybighschoolLatio teacher. 
.. who taught us to respect our elders." 

Her personal philosophy has always been 
to live by the "Golden Rule. " 

Epilog 
Rene and Don Applegarth, she with the 

"busy lady" compliment and he, the son of 
army veteran with travels in different states 
and schools. Now they are very settled in their 
adopted town, staying active in the school 
years of their daughter, Jamie. -

Jamie's parents realize ... "you must get 
involved to have an impact ... " And Jamie is 
a very glad 10-year·old 
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Lacinda van Gieson's 

Life for Lacinda van 
Gieson "centers around my 
two sons. . ." Ian and Justin 
Daley. 

This busy mother of two 
active Little 'Leaguers is in
volved in PrO and the Cub 
Scout program. She recently 
was race director of the first 
Bradley Field SK Road Race/ 
Fun Walk, which she said, 
"was a big success, mainly 
because of the many volun
teers, and we hope to make it 
a yearly event for Cub Scout 
Pack 261." 

Lacindais a Michigan state 
native, the daughter of James 
Sr. and Nonna van Gieson. 
Both came from the Wolver
ine state, and today, Mr. van 
Gieson is into custom home 
buildings in Scottsdale, Ariz. 
Lacinda has three brothers, 
James Jr. of Tennessee, Kriss 
of Florida and Kirk, who re
sides in sunny Arizona. 

Lacinda was born in Gar
den City, Mich., a suburb of 
Detroit, growing up in 
Northville. She attended gram
mar school in Plymouth, the 
junior high years in Jackson 
and was graduated from 
Northville High School !n 

cabbages & 
kings 
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1973. 
Looking back and a bit of 

trivia, she said, "The town of 
Plymouth has a piece of the 
famed Plymouth Rock," or 
least she was told Also re
members her years at 
Northvillebigh, where shewas 
active on the year book staff 
and involved in the school 
plays. 

She furthered her educa
tionatthe University ofMichi
gan and at the Eastern Michi
gan University in Ypsilant, 
where she received her degree 
in "business administration in 
1980. Once living in Connecti
cut, Lacinda attended Sacred 
Heart University in Bridge
port, to work on her master's. 
.. and she intends to finish this 
important part of her educa
tion when her sons are older, 
she said 

What' brought her to the 
East? Lacinda came to Con- i 

Lacinda van Gieson with Ian and Justin. 

necticut to work and more 
schooling. 

With the help of her son's 
grandmother, Pat Daley, of 
Huntington, where she and 
the boys lived, she went to 
school and worked at Busi
ness Express at the Bridge
port Airport, as manager of 
training. She was transferred 
to Bradley Field, as the Ex
press company moved to 
Westport. 

She decided to live in 
Windsor Locks and find other 
employment. Today, Lacinda 
is now employed with the Fed
eral Aviation Administration 
(Route 7S)in the FAA' s Flight 
Standards District Office. 

The "center" of Lacinda's 
life are her two boys. 

Ian, 12, it sixth grader at 
the middle school,is into bowl
ing, soccer, Little League and 
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Life Centered on Her· Sons 

was a member of the basket
ball All-Stars in the annual 
trip to Maryland In addition 
Ian has received "first hon
ors," and plays the alto saxo
phone in the stage and concert 
school band Ian has a favorite 
subject, social studies, ,and he 
wants to be a jOurnalISt. He 
was in the Cub Scouts and on 
the baseball field, a pitcher 
and first baseman in the Little 
League (Kofe Team) the past 
four years. 

Justin, 11, a 5th grader at 
South, also has a favorite sub
ject - math, He also plays, the 
sax in the school band, IS a 
member of Cub Scout Pack 
261, and the past three sea
sons, as Little Leaguer, has 
played second base and the 
outfield for the KofC. 

Ian and Justin are the sons 
of Michael Daley, an airline 

pilot for America ",:est, who 
lives in Phoenix, Ariz. , 

The boys have other fa- ' 
vorites in the world of sports. 
I . Chicago fan (Cubs, 
;fac~awks and Bears? ~s ' 
brother roots for the CinC1Dci 

n' Reds and Bengals, an 
na W' on the the Detroit Red ~gs . t 
h k rink Therr favon e oc ey . admires Ryne 
players. - Ian bile 
Sandberg of the ~bs, w -of
Justin sticks With Hall 

J bnny Bench, fonner Famer, 0 ds Thetele-member of theRe . 
vision shows most watc:~~ . 
nSimpsons" and "Coac . 

Lacinda's hobbies are at 
home ... hercross-stitching~d 
knitting, and reading .biston
cal novels. Vacation time ~as 
had its sporting moments Wlth 
Lacinda and her sons attend
ing games at Fenway, Parle, 
Tiger and Yankee stadiums. 

In addition, the threesome 
have seen the sights of 
Montreal, Canada, parts of 
Michigan and Arizona. 

This concerned mother of 
two, m~es sure her sons are 
active in school and on the 
sports scene, and she herself 
keeps an active role as secre
tary of the middle school PTO, 
and attends many of the boards 
and commission, especially 
during these times of dis~s
sion on budgets. She IS a 
former den leader in the Cub 
Scouts and now is an "adul. 
helper." 

Lacinda played an impor
tant role as race director in the 
recent 5K Road Race, which 
was held in March, and won 
by L. J. Briggs of West Hart-. 
ford, with Mark G!oom 01 
Wolcott, who finished second. 
Lacinda said .. "196 com-

pIeted the race." One of the 
sponsors of the race was Carl's 
Appliance Service of En field, 
and she had this to say about 
Carl. .. "He is a special person 

. in my life ... Carl Philbrick: of 
Enfield" 

When it came to mention 
someone in her past that she 
admired, Lacinda said ... "My 
grandmother, the late Inez 
Stallings, who during the De
pression years made a success 

, of her beauty shop business." 
Epilog 

WithLacinda van Gieson, 
"Humor is my escape," she 
said. As a single parent, 
Lacinda is raising two sons, 
who are most active in school 
and on the sporting field in 
their adopted town. 

She herself, works full 
time, stays active in school 
and town affairs, and wants to 
domore. Maybe this lady who 
reads about history must have 
readatonetime,thefollowing 
by St. Augustine ... "Life is a 
book, and (he or sbe) who 
stays at home, only reads one' 
page." 
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Joe, Ann and Joey Mazzo: 

The Mazza family is into music. 
There's Joe, who has played the 

clarinet and guitar; Ann, the dress
maker and "costume coorrlinator" 
for the local musical group "Vocal 
Motion,"- and their son Joey, called 
by the high school principal, Stephen 
Cullinan, as "Mr. Music." 

Young Joseph Michael Mazza 
has been playing the drums since he 
was three. When you talk: drums to 
Joey, the high school senior, its all 
types of percussion instruments ... 
snare, kettledrum, marimba, xylo
phone, jazz stick, tom-tom, bass ... 
you name it, he knows them all, with 
the study of history of these instru
ments that made drummers such as 
Gene Krupa and Buddy Rich fa
mous. 

Joey's parents have followed 
their son's career and are looking 
forward to "front row seats" when 
they talk of the future of their musi
cal son, who after college, has defi
nite plans for a professional life. 

cabbages & kings 
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With Joey, its his first priority. 
Speaking of J~y's folks, a very 

close knit family, we will begin with 
his dad, Joseph Richard Mazza, a 
native of Hartford, who came to 
Windsor Locks as a fifth-grader, a 
grad of the high school, Class of 
1970. He played the clarinet in the 
school band. He is the son of Joseph 
Salvatore Mazza, retired from the 
Hartford Fire Department, and 
Antoinette (DeLuke) Mazza, who 
came from the capital city and now 
make their home in town. Joe has 
two brothers ... Daniel in California 
and Raymond, who resides in town. 

After Joe graduated from high 
school, he entered the Ward Techni
cal College (part of the University of 
Hartford) taking computer science 
courses ... until he was drafted into 
the service. He was assigned to the 
U.S. Air Force. Joe served in the 
states of Mississippi, Texas and 
North Dakota, from May 1972 to 
May 1976. 

Now Joey's mother ... Ann 
(Blake) Mazza was from Windsor, a 
grad of the high school, Class of 
1972. She and Joe met on a blind 
date, arranged by mutual friends, 
both in high school at the time, so 
Ann said ... "Yes, we were high 
school sweethearts." Ann is the 
daughter of Herb and Marie (Lowry) 
Blake. Herb is retired from a manu
facturing career and was from New 
Hampshire. Mrs. Blake was a Mas
sachusetts native. Ann has a sister, 

CORRECTION . 
The Cabbages & Kings headlIne on ,~age 

14 of last week's issue should have read Joe, 
Ann and Joey Mazza: High Sc:hool's 'Mr. 

M . '" The headline incorrectly read 
USIC. J 1 rets the '-'Mazzo" last week. The ouma reg _ 

error. 

Joseph Michael Mazza 

Susan Moskites of Windsor Locks, 
and a brother, David, who has passed 
away. 

Joe and Ann dated from 1969 to 
the time he entered the service. Joe, 
while in unifonn, came home from 
Mississippi to many Ann on March 
30, 1973. The newlyweds had no 
time for a honeymoon, traveling to 
the sunny south, where Ann found 
the "Magnolia State," ... "with plenty 
of heat and humidity." Joe was trans
ferred to North Dakota, where "cold 
weather" was the rule. 

Looking back, they said, "In 
Mississippi we were near the Gulf of 
Mexico and in the north (Dakota) 
near the Canadian border." They' 
spent "three long winters there," 
before returning to Connecticut. Joe 
and Ann have lived in Windsor Locks 
since his discharge. 

With Joey Mazza, he can always 
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High School's 'Mr. Music' 

say, "I was born in Minot, North
Dakota." In his high school years, 
outside of the class rooms and his 
musical world ... he did find some 
time to play tennis (varsity) three 
yeats, JV soccer and two years with 
the Little League program. 

Employment of Joe Mazza has 
strictly been in the world of comput
ers. Joe worked at Entrex of East 
Hartford, data entry computer ser
vice for six years, followed by four 
years at Nixdorf of Wethersfield and 
today, after seven years, is associ
ated with Computer Vision of 
Framington, Mass. 

Ann, has been in a world of dress
making, after a qme at office work. 
She does her trade for weddings and 
proms. 

When it comes to hobbies for Joe 
and Ann, he still has that musical 
urge ... plays the guitar. They enjoy 
the beach at the cape. the family 
gardens at home, and are into an
tique cars and attend most of the 
shows associated with those old gems 
of the car world 

Joey, the musical senior, when 
he's at home listens to jazz and some 
classical, but said, "everything but 
country and opera. "His favorite food 
is pasta and when it comes to TV ... 
"Northern Exposure" is his favorite. 

How did Joey start hitting the 
drums? His Uncle Dan gave young 
Joey, when he was three, "a set of 
Muppet drums, as a joke," he said, 
his parents remember all too well. 
He's been at the drums ever since. At 
the high school, Joey is a member of 
the concert and jazz bands the past 
four years, and the rhythm section of 
"Vocal Motion." In addition he sings 
in the concert choir. . 

When it comes to college, Joey is 

all set ... Berklee College of Music in 
Boston, which Joey calls "a conser
vatory of just music." He submitted 
a tape of his playing the drums to the 
school, then perfonned it in person, 
and "received a good scholarship," 
his proud parents said. At Berldee he 
intends to study history of music, 
music application andeartraini ng as 
part of his college curriculum. His 
future plans ... "to be a professional." 

At the Raider school, Joey at
tended "Boys State," and the "Cen
ter for Creative Youth," at Wesleyan 
University in Middletown, for five 
weeks (on a full scholarship) which 
included additional history in the art 
of drums. 

Added local note ... Joey has his 
"own band in town," with Mark and 
JeffBurkeandDararlthLy. What do 
they call themselves? "Me-Him-Him 
and Him" ... (folks this is the '90s) 

Back to his folks ... Joe, when 
asked whom he admired growing 
up, he said, "John Wayne, the cow
boy star," and Ann had this to say 
about her mother ... "We were close, 
and she was very special, she taught 
me how to sew." The family has a 
favorite saying •.. If it can happen it 
can happen to us." 

Epilog 
With Joe, Ann and Joey Mazza, 

"Mr. Music," ... it has happened to 
them in very special ways, wit h the 
musical beat of drums. And speak
ing of "beat," ... the following is 
probably what Joey is all about ... 
"Rhythm ... the beat of music; the 
regular pattern of long and short 
notes. Certain kinds of music, such 
as Blues or marches, have a very 
characteristic rhythm. Rhythm, har
mony, and melody are elements of 
music." 
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Teacher, Engineer 

Christine O'Connor Wrabel, 
teacher, athlete growing up, now 
mother of a young daughter, with 
fond memories of herd ad and brother 
in Little League. Her husband, Paul 

cabbages & kings 
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Steven Wrabel, engineer, former more than 17 years of military ser-football player, now a father, who vice. _ 
had jobs in Ohio and Maine, before Paul played football for four years settling down, in their home town. at the Raider school, under Coach 

Paul and Chris, both Windsor Pat Scelza, as tackle on defense and Locks natives, graduates of the high offense. In addition, he was on the 
school, who met on St. Patrick's Day track team for two years. Two of his in 1988,nowproudparentsofalittle football teammates were Len 
girl, named Eileen, and find enjoy- Senofonte and Dale Ribaudo. After mentinsports,beitalake in Massa- graduation in 1975, Paul entered 
chusetts or on the Connecticut Sound Worcester Polytechnic Institute, rein the summer or skiing in Vermont, ceiving his BS in electrical engi-the winter months. - neering in 1979. 

Now for a few interesting facts His college interview with 
on Paul ... the son of Mike and Sue Babcock & Wilcox proved to his and 
(Susienka) Wrabel, formerly oftown, - their satisfaction, when he accepted 
now living the good life of retire- a position at the Barrington, Ohio 
ment on the lake at Webster, Mass. plant, near Akron. He stayed in the 
Paul comes from a large family ... midwest for six years. Admitting, he four brothers: Mike, public works "wanted tomoveoninhiscareerand director in town, subject of C&K in go back east" which hedid, to Maine, May, 1985; Mark, pharmacist; Pe- for a two-year period with Pratt & ter, engineer at Pratt & Whitney; and Whitney. Next move ... to East HartDavid, credit manager, Uniroyal in ford, a transfer to P& W, where he is 
Middlebury, Conn. currently employed. 

Chris, the daughter of Bob While in Ohio, Paul, still a fan of 
O'Connor and the late Eileen (Mar- football, had the chance to see first
tin) O'Connor, has a sister, Patty hand ... the best in football, as a 
Ann Whitten,head nurse atthe Vet- visitor to the sports' Hall-of-Famein erans' Home in Holyoke; David. Canton, Ohio. -
employed at Namco; and Michael, Chris graduated from WLHS, 
major in the U.S. Marines, currently Class of 1974, where she played 
stationed at Cherry Point, N.C. with field hockey, was a cheerleader, when 

An Interview with 

Chris and Paul Wrabel 
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and Eileen Makes Three 
Paul was playing football, was also 
into swimming and basketball, and 
later participated in the local 
Women's Softball League. 

After high school, Chris went to 
Plymouth State College in New 
Hampshire, graduating in 1978, with 
a BS in English education. Her first 
teaching position was right here in 
Windsor Locks, with five years at 
the Middle School and two years at 
South Street School. During that 
period, Chris earned her Master's 
degree at Central Connecticut. 

When Chris left the local school 
system, she went a little north to 
teach in Southwick at tlie sixth grade 
level. Currently on maternityJeave, 
Chris will go back to teaching in the ' 
seventh grade this fall at Southwick's 
Power Mill Middle School. 

Paul and Chris met on St. 
Patrick'sDayatthewell-knownand Chris, Eileen and Paul Wrabel 
friendly Charles Ten on South Main 
Street. They were married on June 
22, 1991, and lived in Enfield for a shore, or that lake in Webster. They 
few months before moving back tcr both ski in the winter months, in 
town. This month their daughter, Vermont ... with Paul recalling, "I 
Eileen Susan Wrabel, will be nine started to winter ski in Ohio, even 
months old, with a beautiful Irish' with those flat lands.,," 
smile and disposition, Who doesn't Golf is another sport they both 
mind having her picture taken. enjoy, plus water skiing off their 

When Chris and Paul went on boat on the lake. Chris is into exer
their honeymoon to Hawaii, they cise, walking the neighborhood with 
liked it so much, they made a second Eileen. The Red Sox and "Cheers" 
trip to those famous islands. Now on television are their Boston favor
when they go on vacation, it's closer ites. 
to home, the Cape, Connecticut Chris'memoriesofthegreatl965 

Little League season ... "I was 8 at 
the time ... my family all went to the 
games leading up to the champion
ship. My dad was manager ... Russ 
Mattesen the coach, and my brother 
Michael played, was the youngest 
on the team." Adding, "I remember' 
it like it was yesterday ... winning 
the games that led to the tournament 
in Williamsport, Penn."The Windsor 
Locks boys beat Stoney Creek, 
Canada for the championship and 25 

Interview/next page 

Continuedfrom page 14 
years later (1990)\ two ban
quets were held, one in 
Windsor Locks, the other in 
Stoney Creek, Canada. In ad
dition, in a game played by the 
"boys of summer," from town 
and Canada, the locals again 
won. The'town of Windsor 
Locks wa& wellfepresented in 

Canada. Chris had worked on 
the 25th anniversary celebra
tion program. 

father of five, still is active in 
the coaching ranks. When 
Chris played softball, her ~ad 
coached, and last year, 'Bob 
was coach of the Enfield LL 
All-Stars. 
. When asked who they 
most admired ... Paul said, 
"My grandfather, George 
Wrabel ... who came from 

Her brother, Michael, 
made the All-Stars in 1966, 
and that year the town team 
won the state title. 

Bob 0' Connor, now re
tired from the state Fire 
Marshal's Office, and grand-

Europe as a young boy •.. 
settled in Webster, owned a 
store ... he lived the Ameri
can Dream." Chris 'said, "My 
dad, my mother and Paul's 
parents ... wonderful people 
who sacrificed for us ... bring-
ing up nine children ... (this 
feeling) came when I became 

\ a mother ... and realized the 

challenges they made." 
EPILOG 
Chris and Paul Wrabel: 

now parents themselves, with 
fond memories of their own, 
growing up, on the field of 
sports and college, and most 
of all, the contributions of their 
parents towards those goals. 
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Su-e Barsanti: Stniling Face in Town Hall 
The first person you see 

and contact, when you enter 
the First Selectman's outer 
office at the Windsor Locks 
Town Hall is Sue Barsanti. 

Everyone is welcomed 
with a smile from Ed Ferrari's 
executive secretary. She ad
mits, the position does require, 
"patience, you have to be well 
organized, and always have 
that smile." and you just know 
she's sincere, which suits 
Sue's personality anddedica
tion. 

Sue's second job (she 
wouldn't call it that) at the 
Town Hall, is as instructor in 
a step aerobics (evening class) 
twice a week. This is in addi
tion to classes she teaches in 
aerobics in Enfield and East 
Hartford, making for a full 
week of activity for this New 
Hampshire native, who with 
her husband, Rick Barsanti, 
have lived in town since 1983. 

Sue (Read) Barsanti is the 
daughter of Ivan and Prue 
(Hurd) Read, who make their 
home in New Hampshire. Sue 
has a sister, Sandy, who re
sides in Upland, N.Y., just 
north of New York City. 

Dr. Sandy Jaffrey andhus
band, Dr. IraJaffrey,bothspe
cialize in "cancer ... in the 
field of oncology (tumors)." 

Sue was born in 
Claremont, N.H., growing up 
in Gilsum (near Keene), at
tending schools in Gilsum and 
graduating from Swanzey 
Center High School in 1969. 

"Yes, I was very active," 
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she said, "as majorette, cheer
leader, played the clarinet in 
concert band, member of sev
eral clubs and Editor of the 
YearBook." 

What about those early 
winters in New Hampshire? 

"Lost of snow ... our home 
was in the woods, no neigh
bors near ... 1' dsay, a wildlife, 
with always something to do, 
we played and stayed amused. 
. .no television, poor recep
tion out there, but we did have 
a radio ... " 

Sue admitted, after high 
school, "not sure whatl wanted 
to do .. !' In time, she moved 
to Manchester, Conn., and was 
employed as secretary in sev
eral companies. Sue met Ri
chard Anthony Barsanti, when 
they both worked at an East 
HartfordcompanycalledKCR 
Technology. 

Richard, better known as 
just Rick, is the son of Regal 
and Louise (l..ombardi) 
Barsanti, who live in town. 
Rick was born in Providence, 
R.I., and moved with his fam
ily at the age of fourto Windsor 
Locks. He has a brother, Jay, 
and three sisters. . . Cheryl, 
Patty and Anne. 

He attended St. 'Mary's 
School, the high school for a 
short time, and then decided 

~~::~ ~ ~~r ~~ ~ ~ >~~:~ :,', ~r ,~'~~~ ~ ,,'~ ~~",,~~~~,~ ;;: ,~' " 
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Sue and Rick Barsanti 

to attend Prince Tech in Hart
ford, where he specialized in 
"mechanical technician." 

On a local level, his dad, 
semi-retired, works part-time 
for the Housing Authority, 
while Louise is very active in 
St. Mary's Church. 

Rick is currently employed 
in Tolland, with Bio-Pleus 
Inc., in the manufacturing of 
"blood collecting needles." 

Sue has two children, Keith 
and Krista Harlan. Keith is a 
gradofWLHS, Classofl988, 

where he played soccer. He is 
employed at the Windsor 
Court Hotel. Krista, Class of 
1990, was active as cheer
leader, is now employed at 
Aetna. 

When not at work, or at 
her aerobic classes, both Sue 

and Rick enjoy their boat, usu
ally on the Connecticut River 
at South Hadley, Mass. At 
home, they have a garden, and 
Sue, with that smile, says, 
"Rick really enjoys washing 
our cars ... his way of relax
ing." 

Liftingweights, another of 
their activities-Sue at home, 
Rick at a gym. When it came 
to vacations ... Bennuda was 
their special place. Television 
is usually limited to "Cheers" 
and "Home Improvement," 
and following the Boston 
Celtics and University of Con
necticut on the basketball 
court. 

In addition to Sue's duties 
at the Town Hall, she is secre
tary at meetings of the local 
Inlands-Wetlands Commis
sion. Sue took over the posi
tion of secretary to Mr. Ferrari 
on June 1, 1992. 

What does this important 
job entail? 

"You must know how to 
handle people ... on the phone 
or in person ... you must have 
patience, that smiling face ... " 

What about Mr. Ferrari? 
"He's wonderful. .. enjoy 

working for him ... bestboss I 
have ever had .. a generous 
man." 

When asked about her 
Town Hall exercise class, Sue 

said, "I'm proud of this group 
inWindsorLocks. The major
ity had never had this type of 
class before; there are 30 in 
the class which runs from 5 to 
6:15 p.m., on Tuesday and 
Thursday. " 

"It's a great stress reliever. 
· .and I get a great feeling 
helping others.'" 

Near the end of the inter
view, Sue was asked who she 
most admired 

"I must say, at different 
times of my life, I might say I 
would name different people. 
· .but today, I'd say my chil
dren. Looking back, my life 
was easy (growing up); today, 
there is a lot of pressure, my 
children are strong andal ways 
the~ for me." 

Sue's personal philoso
phy: "Live life to the' fullest. . 
.be actively happy." Any fa-
vorite saying? "Sure ... Hitch 
your wagon to a star ... make a 
wish and there you are." 

Epilog 
In a recent Hartford Cou

rant editorial, entitled "Our 
Towns," Sue's classes at the 
Town Hall were given well
deserved kudos which stated 
· . "blending and pleasure at 
the town hall," which cert ainly 
fits this girl named Sue ... the 
girl with the friendly smile at 
Ed's office. 
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The Life and Times 

Willie Edward Wilkins 
was from Lawrenceville, Va. 
A trip of 50 miles to Rich
mond was the only time the 
young boy left the family fann. 

In April 1941, his life 
changed, as Willie was drafted 
into the U.S. Anny, a raw re
cruit, only in his early 20s, 
traveling to Fort Devens, 
Mass. He was only to serve 
one year. Then Pearl Harbor. 

This congenial and 
friendly man of75 years, now 
a resident of town, rose to the 
rank of first sergeant, in charge 
of a company that was sta
tioned on the wartime aircraft 
base where Bradley Interna
tional Airport now stands. 

Willie was' full of stories, 
at our recent interview, of his 
early life in Virginia, his large 
family, their large farm and 
discrimination. The grandson 
and great -grandson of slaves, 
he could certainly relate to 
Alex Haley's triumphant tele
vision series, "Roots." 

Willie worked hard all of 
his life ... on the farm, in the 
army and afterthe war in Ver
mont and Connecticut. He 
worked at the factory in 
Thompsonville where 
Bigelow's was the carpetcen-
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terof this area. He also worked 
on engines at Pratt & Whitney 
and when the giant company 
in East Hartford went into the 
jet business. 

He is now retired, and very 
grateful for the chance to tell 
his story, especially during 
World War II at Bradley and 
his "mission of his all-black 
company," where he achieved 
the highest rank of anon-com
missioned officer. 

Willie was one of eight 
children. Their parents were 
the late Webster Wilkins and 
Louise (Davis) Wilkins, who 
were from Virginia Willie had 
four brothers, Claude, Emmet, 
Carlton and Webster, and three 
sisters, Rosa, Shara and 
Bessie. 

Life was good for Willie 
and his family ... with vivid 
remembrances of "on the farm 
(450 acres), where we raised 
tobacco, com, wheat and veg
etables ... all the kids worked 

the farm and after ~Srk was' for a short time, 'then joining 
done, some of us went fishing the CCCs (Civilian Conserva-' 
and hunting ... there was al- tionCorps), whichwasapopu
ways something to keep us lar working corps in the '30s. 
busy ... " In March of 1941, he left 

Willie's great-grandpar- Virginia for Fort Devens and 
ents and grandparents on his the Army. With basic training 
father's side were slaves, as over, Willie was assigned to a 
were his grandparents on his unit of the 366th Battalion, 
mother's side, the Davis folks. Company E, which he said 

He recalled the stories his had a mission to protect rail
namesake, Willie Wilkins, his road crossings and supply lines 
grandfather, told him on their in several strategic locations 
fishing and hunting experi- in many parts of the New En
ences. He also had kind words gland states. 
for his mother, Louise Davis In June of 1942, Willie, 
Wilkins, "for the way she now a buck sergeant, was 
raised us, kept us clean and transferred to Windsor Locks, 
cookedforus."Inaddition,he with, what he said was an
cited his quality time with his other "mission;" guarding 
grandfather, Butcher Davis. P38s, on the base. 

Willie attended the St. Paul While buildings were be-
Normal and Industrial High ingbuil~,hiscompanylivedin 
School. graduating in the "tentcity,"wherehewaspart 
middle '30s, where he took up of the cadre (training recruits). 
the trade of auto mechanic. He recalled ... First the motor 
Later in life (in Connecticut) pool was organized, then the 
he would put this trade to good PX (post exchange) and quar
use. tennaster for supplies. Th(! 

However, Willie's first job barracks were finally ready 
was in Richmond. where he for his "all black unit, with 
worked for a clothing manu- white officers." 
facturingcompany. After three He remembers well living 
years, he returned to the farm in "Elm Plains" (now on Elm 
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of Willie Edward Wilkins 

I 

1st Sgt. Willie Wilkins during World War ll. The barracks 
in the background are part oftoday's Camp Hartell. 

Street). He also said, "where 
Hamilton-Standard is located, 
the field hospital was situ
ated." 

was killed on a training mis
sion at the field on Aug. 21, 
1941. 

In January 1942, Willie 
was part of the dedication of 
the field, in memory of 2nd Lt. 
Eugene M. Bradley, member 
of the 57th Fighter Group, who 

Willie served at Bradley 
until he was discharged in 
November of 1945, at 
Westover Field, with the high 
rank of first sergeant: 

Continued from page 12 
After the war, Willie 

moved around a bit, working 
in Massachusetts, Vermont 
and Connecticut, at various 
jobs ... including for a time at 
ahotel in Vermont, saying, he 
had been stationed in Vermont 
and liked the country. 

After two years, he re
turned to Connecticut. At 
Bigelow's, he applied for a 
job, seeing an opening in the 
newspaper. But when he went 
to the company's personnel 
office, he was told ... no open
ings. Leaving a phone num
ber, he was eventually con
tacted, stayed a short time at 
the carpet company, leaving 
for another job at Pratt & 
Whitney, where he became a 
"crew chief," and worked on 
the "first big jet engines." 
Willie was at the aircraft com
pany for six years. 

Although Willie did not 
elaborate on his personal ex
periences in cases of discrimi
nation he had faced in his life-

time, he did mention being 
stopped in Washington D.C., 
as driver in a car with a young 
relative, and when on tempo
rary duty in Georgia (Fort 
Benning), being questioned on 
his entry into a small southern 
town, and told that he better 
leave, before the curfew, even 
though he was carrying offi
cial Army traveling orders. 

Now today, looking at all 
this in a philosophical man
ner, Willie said, it is all in the 
past. 

Among his other occupa
tions: he opened a car wash in 
Thompsonville, worked at a 
Dodge car agency in the same 
section of Enfield and also at 
Allen Motors, which at the 
time was located on Route 159. 

Near the end of his work
ing career, Willie moved to 
Hartford to help his son, 
Carlton, operate a few apart
ment buildings his son ran. 
And speaking of sons ... 
Carlton and Leslie, are both 
grads of Suffi eld HighSchool. 

Wilkins/next page 

Carlton lives in the capital city, 
while Leslie is a resident of 
Suffield. Carlton has a son, 
Chris,andtocomplete Willie's 
grandchildren ... Leslie has 
three daughters, Lasanera, 
Lamar and Ira. 

What about Willie's hob
bies in retirement? Just like 
when he was young ... "Lots 
of fishing inlakesatound Con
necticut ... for trout and bass." 
Willie has hunted in Canada, 
and fished in all the New En
gland states. 

What team does Willie 
follow in sports? ... the old 
Brooklyn Dodgers -were his 
favorites, and now it's the 
Dodgers in California. His fa
voriteplayer ... Hall-of-Fame 
Jackie Robinson. 

Willie said he played some 
baseball in his youth, and on 
the camp team at Fort Devens. 
As for today's organization 
. .. Willie is an old-time mem
ber of the American Legion in 
Hartford. 

Willie greatly admired his 

mother and grandparents, and 
said he has always tried to 
emulate them. Times and 
things have changed for Wil
lie Wilkins, who is now en
joying retirement, with fond 
memories of a time long past 
from view ... a different place 
and time. 

Epilog 
The life and times ofWil

lie Edward Wilkins ... raised 
in the South, grew up in New 
England to manhood and years 
of being a soldier. Read re
cently, Fort Devens will 'close 
in 1995. Like Willie, I was a 
young man (1943) at Fort 
Devens, trying to fit the uni
form of a U.S. soldier. Yes, a 
different time and place. 

The noted writer, Alex 
Haley, wrote his story of fam
ily life in "Roots." We have 
relived some of Willie's story. 
Mr. Haley also wrote the fol
lowing words and it bears re
peating, and we figure it ap
plies to Willie... "Find the 
good and praise it." 
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Theirs Is a Dnian 
With Tom and Diana Macaluso, it was a 

union of two well-known local families, and 
where humor and happiness go hand in hand 

"You want a good article, Jack?" ... the 
First Selectman's secretary, Sue Barsanti, 
asked. "Tom and Diana Macaluso." 

You don't have to ten me twice. Just to 
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complete the story of my next interview ... in C's Pilot Lounge, named after the late and 
April's "Journey Through the Past," with famous Tony Conigiaro) and Steak Club. 
Mickey Danyluk, a "25.years ago" item caught As you can gather, Tom was never too far 
my eye ... "the marriage (April 27 , 1968) of from the store. He-said his father has had the 
Miss Diana Frances Logan to Thomas Joseph store for more than 40 years, and the past 11 
Macaluso was solemnized by Rev:- John B. yearsTom'smotherhasoperatedahealthfood 
Conley" at St. Mary's Church." store next to the market. More later on a few 
. So you see, with the suggestion and ''past'' interesting and funny items that happened at 

item, I just knew we had a good story. How the store. " 
right I was. ,Diana Logan MacaIuso ... daughter of 

Some background on Tom. He was born in Frank and Anna (Wallace) Logan. Frank and 
Hartford, came to town at a young age, the son Anna were subjects ofC&K back in August of 
of John and Anna (Auretta) Macaluso, who 1980. He was from Windsor, Anna from 
were both from the capital Windsor Locks, the well-
city. ,Tom has 'a brother, known Wallace family, who 
John, who lives and works had strong ties to the 
inNewportBeach,Callf.,in 'Happiness is being Windsor Locks Journal. 
a "very successful business married to your best Mr. Logan operated the 
of operating several Burger friend ... ' Logan Brothers Oil Co. for 
King franchises." Diana Macaluso's years, retiring in the '80s. 

Tom, who grew up at 21 Diana, also a 1964 
Circle Dr., said, "came back favorite saying WLHS grad, said, ''Tom and 
to the same circle years later, I were friends in high school, 
as a married man." but it took a double-date for 

As a young boy, he us, when he took me to a 
played all the neighborhood sports, attending movie; name of the show: 'The Great Es-
local schools and graduating from the Raider cape. ", '- _ ' 
School in 1964. Diana has a sister, Pat Logan, who retired 

In addition to sports and school work, Tom - as the secretary to the superintendent of schools 
worked with his dad at the family market, on ... with service to the school system for four 
Ella Grasso Turnpike, as did his brother John. decades, under the leadership of Bob Jackson 

After high school, Tom went to Curry andPeterD'An'igo. 
College in Milton, Mass., for two years. It was Employment of Diana ... was varied; after 
great, he said, he and fellow students were highschool, she attended Central Connecticut 
close to Fenway Park for the games, esPecially for two years, and her first full-time job was at 
when the Yankees were in town. Hamilton Standard in their credit office for a 

Tom~s employment record ... the store, two-year period. , 
hotel, restaurant, and back to the family store. In addition, Diana worked at the Northern 
Today, Tom works full time with his father, Connecticut National Bank, the family oil 
andit's been a steady decade at the store. Tom business, the health store for a short time, and 
workedasbartenderattheRamadaInn(Tony today, is back in the banking world at Fleet 

Bank, formerly Northern and CBT, with seven 
years at Dexter and now over at the Ware
house Point branch the past three years. 

The family of Tom and Diana ... they have 
two children, Christine and Tom. Christine 
(WLHS '87) and Tom (,89). Christine resides 
in Warren, Mass., with Tom andDiana's grand
child ... Shaunna, who was 9 months old in 
May. 

Christine played softball and was a mem
berofthe marching band at the Raider School. 
Tom was the athlete in the family ... with 
Little League, and at the high school a three
letter man ... baseball, track and basketball. 
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of Hum'or and Happiness 

Diana and Tom Macaluso 

Bench. 
Thursday nights, the television is usually 

tuned to "Cheers" and "Seinfeld" 
Tom has held memberships to the Elks of 

Enfield, the Lions of town and the past 25 
years on the rolls of the local KofC. 

Those stories at the matket (I promised) ... 
apparently, Dick Williams, a big Red Sox fan, 

, had Wade Boggs (at the time a rookie with the 
Sox) in town for some sort of a bene fit or 
dinner ... the airlines lost his baggage. 

Dick took him to John's market to outfit 
him with the necessary items for shaving. 
When John and Tom saw the Red SOX S1 ar ... 
they couldn't believe their eyes. It all worked 
out, they treated the Sox player just fine. 

Tom said another Yankee (Boggs' current 
team) who was a steady customer at the mar
ket was the great. pitcher and Hall-of-Fame 
Yankee ... Lefty Gomez, who was a resident 

- of Durham, Conn. Tom said he had a large 
supply of autographed baseballs from Lefty, 
who was quite a showman, in addition to being 
a great hurler. . . 

Admiration of Tom and Diana; that was 
When Tom was asked about hobbies, he easy ... "Our parents, John and Anna were 

didn't have to think twice ... "I spend as much married 50 years, Frank and Anna 59 years ... 
time as I can with my dog, Brandy, a golden' they were great role models, and we saw how 
retriever, and you wight say, mypartner, Hake our parents were dedicated to their individual 
him everywhere." business for years." . 

Diana admits, "I (love) to go out to eat," Diana has two favorite sayings ... "Laugh 
and Tom usually agrees. Vacation time for the is good for you," and something special Tom 
family is the Connecticut shore and way up in gave her ... for the family wall ... "Happiness 
Ogunquit, Maine. . ~ is being married to your best friend." Add-

Tom is a lifetime New York Yankee fan, ing ... ''Tom is a very caring man and dedi
with pictures and other memorabilia to exhibit cated family man." 
his loyalty, all set ~ view on the family room Epilog 
wall. Mickey Mantle" is his favorite over the That's the story of these tWo good-natured 
years, and Diana has her own favorites, the people, who are as known in Windsor Locks 
Cincinnati Reds and the great catcher, Johnny as the names of Logan, Macaluso and Wallace. 
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Sejal Nagin -

"Do the best you 
can .... never give up .... " Sejal' s 
personal philosophy 

Sejal Nagin Dalwadi has 
been selected as this year's 
valedictorian at the Windsor 
Locks High School, Class of 
1993. 

This honored senior, who 
will be attending the Univer
sity of Connecticut this fall, on 
a fuJI scholarship, has always 
been close to her sister, 
Harnisha, salutatorian, Class \ 
of 1992. She credits her sister 
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their outstanding endeavor in 
class/sports activities, which 
is a highly competitive. Sejal 
(for field hockey) and Mike 
Maltese (basketball/tennis) 
were the recipients from the 
Raider school. 

and parents, Nagin and Hansa Sejal Nagin Dalwadi At a formal dinner in 
Southington, Sejal and Mike Dalwadi, for their continued 

support in pursuing further education. 
Sejal's parents were educated in their na

tive India, earning degrees, with her father 
receiving his engineering master's at Worces
ter Polytechnic Institute, after coming to 
America. They were married in India, and 
lived in the Worcester area, near the college. 

Sejal was born in Hartford; at the time, the' 
family was living in East Hartford, and when 
she was three, they moved to Windsor Locks. 
She has a brother, Manish, a sixth-grade stu
dent at the Middle School, and a member of the 
town's Little League program. 

Harnisha has just completed her freshman 
year at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in 
Troy, N.Y., where she is majoring in biology. 

Sejal, who chose the name of "Rita," as 
part of her Spanish class (now her fellow 
students call her Rita), has been active in 
several areas of school life - member of the 
Math Team, four years, the concert band (clari
net for four years, served one year on the 
Student Council, president of the National 
Honor Society 01-12 grade years), member 
of the pit band for "No,- No Nanette" and 
"Guys and DoHs," (Grades 10-11), NCCC 
Band (Grade 12), SADD (Grade 11), Talcott 
Mt. Science Program (Grade 9), and was in 
chorus of "Oklahoma," and member of the 
Renaissance Club. 

Another honor bestowed on Sejal-Each 
year, two "Student Athletes" are picked for 

received their awards, accompanied by Sejal' s 
teacher, Paula Lucaso, and Mike's teacher, , 
Randy Widmer. 

Some of Sejal's favorites -soft music of 
the '80s; movie: "Top Gun" with Tom Cruise; 
television - "Dr. Quinn." When it comes to 
food - pizza, but admits they call her "Miss . 
Piggy," she eats everything. 

The family are Red Sox fans, because of 
her brother. In football, it's the Denver Bron
cos, and on the tennis court, favorite is Stefan 
Edberg. At home, Sejal "loves to read, myster
ies and adventures." 

Vacation time - it's a family affair, with 
trips to Canada, Florida, Chicago, and South 
Carolina. One of these days she wants to visit 
California. 

Sejal has made two trips with the family to 
India. Her impressions - "Found it different, 
hot and humid, I really liked India, we have so 
much here, but over there, they learn to live 
without. I could get used to India -didn 'tcare 
for the food, too spicy; eat Indian food at 
home, mother has Americanized it." 

When asked about politics, she said, "I do 
not follow, but do like President Clinton
better than Mr. Bush, it was time fora change." 
Comment on Windsor Locks - "A good 
place to raise kids, the town is small, lots of 
parks, big shopping malls nearby." 

Her parents ' reaction to Sejal being named 
the valedictorian - "My parents are proud, 
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Valedictorian 

their main priority has always been a good 
education (for their children). They have al
ways said 'do the best you can.' I, of course, 
am happy." 

Her future plans - UConn in the fall, and 
"into medicine, hope to be a pediatrician." 
Adding, "My sister, she set the example in 
school for me to follow. We are close, she has 
helped me, especially when I started in high 
school. I admit, I was nervous." 

More on Sejal' s parents - "I admire them, 
they are so together, always there to help. My 
father has worked at ABB/Combustion Engi
neering in Windsor for 20 years. And my 
mother is manager of a laundromat in town." 

"My fatheris always available when I need 
a ride to my job - job? - I work at the airport 
gift shop and my hours are five in the morning 
to one in the afternoon, on Saturdays and 
Sundays." 

Epilog _ 
That's the busy and active life of this 

year's valedictorian, Sejal Dalwadi. She has 
her family support, earned high honors, awards 
in class and on the field of sports, worker on 
weekends, and now ready for college. Congrats 
to Sejal, and the Class of 1993. 

This class has been given a challenge. At a 
recent college graduation, Sen. Edward M. 
Kennedy's message was the following: "It is 
the task of you young people to right the 
wrongs that my generation has failed to re
solve .... " 

Scholar Athlete 
Windsor Locks High School senior Sejal 
Dalwadi receives scholar athlete award from 
Dr. Vincent L. Ferrandino, state commis
sioner of education, at a banquet sponsored 
by McDonald's, the Connecticut Associa
tion of Secondary Schools and the Con
necticutlnterscholasticAthietic Conference. 
Each student, nominated by hislher high 
school, must have achieved at least a 3.5 
cumulative academic average, participated 
in a CIAC sponsored sport for two years 
and have demonstrated leadership and good 
citizenship. 
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Fred Barney: Active Golfer in the Large Cowboy Hat 
Frederick William Barney 

is better known as Barney to 
his many friends and fellow 
golfers. He's also known as 
the golfer with the large cow
boy hat. 

You can always spot 
Barney by the hat, be it at 
Airways, Keney Park orsome 
course in southern Massachu
setts. 

Not sure if I should use 
Fred or Barney in relating his r 

stOlY ... Barney sounds bet
ter, especially since another 
Barney is such a big hit on 
television these days with the 
kids. 

Barney's story began in 
New Hampshire ... to Con
necticut, in the Army for two 
years, 10 months and 28 days 
(they always remember the 
exacttime),fromFortDevens 
to Oklahoma and a long boat 
ride to the Eternal City (Rome) 
at the height of the fighting 
during World War II. 

Some pertinent informa
tion on the Pratt & Whitney 
retiree ... Barney was born in 
Concord, N.H., the son of the 
late Harvey and Maude (Bom
bard) Barney, who were from 
New York state. Barney has a 
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13 children in the family." 
With Barney's discharge, 

he and his wife came to 
Windsor Locks to live. She 
passed away in May of 1983. 
Barney has been a resident 

sister Lile, who lives in Barney left by boat to since 1955. 
Florida; a brother Harvey in Rome, Italy, with the Fifth Does he have any contact 
NewHampshire,andabrother Army, 756th Field Artillery with her family? "Sure ... ev
Erwin, who passed away. (155 howitzers). He was there ery August they have a giant 

When Barney was six for two years and did he see family reunion in Round 
years old, the family moved action? Springs, Mo., near the Arkan
from the Granite State to up- "Sure did," he said, with- sas border, and I attend when-
per New York, near the Cana- out elaborating. ever I can." 
dian border in a small town After his discharge in late In 1946, Barney and his 
called Malone. At the age of 1945, Barney came to Con- fatherwenttoPratt&Whitney 
16, Barney left school and necticut. He said, "My folks to seek work. Barney's father 
came to Connecticut to work were living in Poquonock" at stayed a short time and then 
on a dairy farm in Simsbury, the time, and he decided to went into farm work until he 
then switching jobs to the work on tobacco. retired. Barney stayed 37 
world of tobacco in Simsbury, At this point of his story let years, retiring in 1983, with 
Granby and Suffield He was us tell of his late wife ofmore the title of "lead man in jet 
all setto work at Colt's .•. lost than 35 years, Clara parts." 
hisdefermentandwasdrafted (Atchison) Barney, who was Today, he has two hobbies 
into the Army in early 1942. from Missouri. to take up most of his time, 

Wealreadylcnowhowlong How did you meet Clara? especiallyinthemonthswhen 
Barney served in the Anny; "She was working on a golfcoursesarereadyforplay. 
however, he sure traveled defense job in Evansville, In- He collects music boxes 
around, coast to coast and diana. One of my buddies and (mostly birds) made of ceram
overseas. After Fort Devens, I were on a pass from Fort Sill. ics. Playing golfis a Monday, 
Mass., he was off to San Fran- I met Clara on a boat ride; we Wednesday and Friday rou
cisco and the famed Presidio were married a year later." . tine. Mondays at Keney Park, 
for basic training. Next stop, She was the daughter of Wednesdays at Airways with 
Fort Sill, Okla., for more train- Ben and Ethel Atchison. Any the KofC League players, and 
ing followed by his entrance, brothers and sisters? Fridays wherever he can find 
into the war in Europe. "Yes," he said, "how about a course open. 

Seeing that this is the week 
of the Greater Hartford Open, 
Barney just might forgo nine 
holes to watch the pros at 
Cromwell. How long is 
Barney's golf season? ... "un
til the snow flies," he said 
, Television watching is 

mostly the movies and the 
weekend golf tournaments. 
Speaking of time on vacations, 
Barney has driven out to Mis
souri for those family re
unions, and in that way he has 
seen most of the eastern and 
Midwest states. 

More on his family. 
Barney has a daughter, "'"',,·'M·.·F., ..... 

Katherine, who lives in Broad 
Brook and is a graduate of the 
local high school. He also has ¥"y~.'f..,,..""',", ... 

i~··.c:."·n":1""".,1'.'. 

two stepchildren, Janet Sue ~~~j~1jl!':rt~~4U~!~tl 
AppeleofManchesterandBen 
of Colchester. 

When asked who he most 
admired, he said, "My wife of 
37 years, we always go along 
fine and always talked things 
over." His personal philoso
phy ... "I never argue politics 
or religion." 

Epilog 
Frederick William Barney: 

the man in the cowboy hat, a 
quiet man, who enjoys the 
game o(~olf. A man who has 

Fred Barney 

fond memories of his wife 
Clara; 

Barney may not agree with 
the great Bob Hope when he 
said, "Golf has done a lot for 
America. It took stress, heart
breakandgriefoutoftheworlc
place and put it on the golf 
course, where it belongs." 
None of those words apply to 
a man called Barney. 
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Jack's Week at the GHO;' 
Lee Trevino once remarked ... "One of the 

reasons I love golf is that nobody has ever 
mastered it, and nobody will. Jack Nicklaus 
has come the closest. If you put it on a scale of 
1 00, he gets up there about a 92, and every
body else is at about 40 ... " 

In those frightening and revealing statis
tics ... even for the gregarious Lee Trevino, 

, Nick Price must have shot near the mark of big 
Jack, by winning the 1993 Canon Greater 
Hartford Open at River Highlands in Cromwell, 
last Sunday, June 27, before an estimated 
crowd of more than 200,000 (for four days of 
play). 

Before some comments on the tourna
ment, and a few of the local folks I came across 
during the week, in my yearly visit, which 
began in 1978, reporting the action of the great 
and near-great in the golfing world, for the 
Windsor Locks Journal, a few memories of the 
past 15 years .... 

From theGHOchamp, the late Rod Funseth 
in 1978, to last year's winner. Lanny Wadkins, 
I have watched and admired the golfers and 
most of the celebrities who make up one of the 

, best days of the week, the Wednesday Pro
Am. 

First a few of the famous from Hollywood 
and television ... Jackie Gleason, Bob Hope, 
Pat Boone, Leslie Nielsen, Ernie Borgnine 
and the Gatlin Brothers. The sports world was 
always well represented ,'" Joe Garagiola, 
Gordie Howe, Bob Cousy, Roger Clemens, 
Jim Rice and Dr. J. Erving. 

Even the former President Gerald Ford 
made several appearances with his friend, Mr. 
Hope. A few of the great golfers, starting with 
the popular, Fuzzy Zoeller, Paul Azinger, 
Curtis Strange (the last winner at Wethersfield), 
Chi Chi Rodriquez, Tom Watson,Fred Couples 
(yes, he came one year) and Phil Blackmar. 

No reference to one individual, when tell
ing GHO stories, would be complete if the 
name of Sammy Davis Jr. is not remembered 
for the many years the tournament bore his 
theatrical name, famous around the world. 

I had seen Mr. Davis many times on the 
course ... his good and bad days ... but, I 
remember well, an impromptu interview with 
Mr. Davis, before a press conference. We 
spoke for only a few minutes mostly about 
mutual friends in New Haven. 

He signed an autograph, left, taking a golf 
cart and riding off to the course. I asked a man, 
who was also watching him, "Why did he 
leave?" The man said, "Sammy just wanted to 
be alone." The man was his bodyguard. 
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A few more memories ... at Wethersfield 
and Cromwell ... spending an hour listening to 
a round-table golf conversation with Lee 
Trevino and a few of his fellow admirers and 
golfers ... another autograph ... Lee signed my 
white GHO hat, and later at a press conference 
with former President Gerald Ford, he, too, 
signed the hat. Haven't worn it since. 

Having a picture taken on Media Day with 
1985 GHO winner, Phil Blackmar ... and just 
who is also in the picture? former Windsor 
Locks Journal general manager Keith Griffin. 
And another one ... 1987 winner Paul Azinger. 
.. who showed our foursome a few tricks with 
his clubs. In 1992, had the same experience 
with winner(1991) Bill Ray Brown, but never 
have seen the picture. 

Remember two Boston Red Sox players 
teeing off at seven in the morning on the 10th 
tee (old one) ... Roger Clemens and Jim Rice. 
Also another press conference, this time,golfer 
Raymond Floyd. I asked him ifhe would ever 
be known as one of the greats ... Hogan, Snead 
or Palmer? He "wasn't sure," he said. I know, 
a dumb question .... but the last few years, he's 
been winning on both tours. He's quite a man, 
and one of the greats. 

Over the years, I have met several mem
bers of the Jaycees, who have been coopera
tive in media and other situations, during GHO 
week. . .namely, Beth Ann Napoli, Dexter 
employee and media rep (1991),LynneCarcia 
(1992) and John Govannucci (1989), son-in
law oflocal residents, Marsh and Joan Brown. 

In addition, kudos to this year's media man 
Jim Schlecker. And a special thanks to the 
1988 chairperson, Rosemarie Swiatkiewicz, 
who I had the pleasure of playing 18 holes, as 
my partner on media day. 

Oh, yes, the tournament. 
Monday, June 21, Opening Day. . 
With the cutting of the ribbon, the ceremo-

nies began for the start of the 1993 Greater 
Hartford Open, local and national figures (U.S. 
Rep. Barbara Kennelly), Jaycees and Canon 
officials with greetings, under gloomy skies. 

However, the sun came out for the Monday 
Pro-Am with local business types and a few 
celebrities ... Bruce Weitz of "Hill Street Blues" 
and Chris Lemmon, son of movie actor, Jack 
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Nick Price Wins by One 

Lemmon, and the golf week was offto a great 
start. 

Tuesday, June 22 
Under a few clouds and sun, the second 

day was and is always special, especially for 
the youth of the area and just plain golf fans. 
There was a practice round for the pros and the 
Celebrity Long Drive Competition with three 
teams playing for local worthy charities. 

There was the Hartford Whalers, with 
Coach Paul Holmgren, the University of Con
necticut team, with basketball coach Jim 
Calhoun (who had just returned that morning 
from Argentina) and a media group (four on a 
team) with Bruce Berlet of the Hartford Cou
rant, leading the way, and winning for the 

. fourth year. 
, This was followed by a golf clinic for the 
kids conducted by pro Rocco Mediate, a crowd 
pleaser. The announcer was the "Voice of the 
Whalers," Chuck Kaiton of East Granby. 

Near the end of the afternoon a few of the 
big name pros played a shootout with Billy 
Andrade, beating last year's GHO winner 
Lanny Wadkins, by a stroke on the 19th. 

VVednesday, June 23 
Sunny, but cool, in the 50s, for the Pro Am 

day golf round with pros and business types 
hitting the 18 holes at seven in the morning and 
I was there. 7:09, the tee off for popular player, 
whose family lives in Manchester, Paul 
Azinger, and would you believe he was late 
(by a few minutes). But when you are the 
leading money leader (this year), would-any-

, one complain? 
After the tee off, my watch was at the 11 th 

to catch the Five Million Dollar Red Sox 
pitcher, Roger Clemens tee off. He was play
ing with pro and friend, Bill Andrade. Roger 
may be on the team's "disabled list," but he 
showed no signs of weakness whim hitting the 
ball. He was followed a few teams back by 
fellow Sox player, pitcher Frank Viola. 

Had an opportunity to catch Chris Lemmon, 
son o~Jack (but you already know that) on the 
12th tee, saying. • ."Next year your father 
would enjoy playing here." Chris, as friendly 
as his father probably is, felt it was a good idea. 

The day was a big success, large crowds 
followed the pros and well-known folks, which 
included Leslie Nielson of "Naked Gun" fame" 
Chris Berman ofESPN and coach Jim Calhoun. 

Thursday, June 24 

Let the tournament begin. Leaders after 
the first round - two veterans of the PGA 
Tour, Roger Maltbie and Craig Stadler each 
shot his low round of the year (5-under-par 65) 
to lead the field. 

Maltbie said later ... nit was a perfect day to 
play golf .... " and that was the feeling of the 
thousands who were there. Favorites Lanny 
Wadkins and Paul Azinger, former winners, 
shot 74 and 75, respectively. 

So far, some of the folks I have run into at 
Cromwell- Ellsworth Case, Elmer Jones, 
Bob Rumbold (of Channel 22 sports). Had the 
pleasure of Tony Montenieri's company for 
more than an hour on Thursday at the par-three 
eight hole. Tony, a former Traveler's em
ployee, worked as a marshal a few years back. 

Friday, June 24 and Saturday, June 26 
If Thursday was a beautiful day, Friday 

and Saturday surpassed it for beauty; but this 
is not a weather column, back to the golf. On 
Friday, the young golfers took over the GHO. 
Corey Pavin was the leader with a 65, and 132 
total, followed by Mike Springer and Keith 
Clearwater. The most notables missing the cut 
after Friday was last year's winner, Lanny 
Wadkins, plus Wayne Levi and P~lUI Azinger, 
previous GHO winners. 

A few more local golf fans noticed enjoy
ing the action this weekend - Tom Wieliczka, 
Brian Hannigan, Dick Williams, Ron and Scott 
Storms and family, Alan Keeney and family, 
and a golfer, Vinny Naegeli, from the KofC 
League who was marshal for Mark 
Calcavecchia and Mike Hulbert. <;orey Pavin 
hung on to the lead on Saturday, 5-under, with 
Nick Price and Don Dooley 4-under.1t was the 
three Ps. 

Sunday, June 27 (Final Day) 
The golfers and spectators were greeted 

with plenty of rain at the beginning of play, but 
things cleared up for another wonderful sunny 
day. 

Nick Price of Durban, South Africa, with 
nine under became the 1993 GHO winner, just 
making it past Roger Maltbie and Dan Forsman, ' 
in an exciting finish. Maltbie and Forsman 
were eight under par for the 72 holes. 

Another year, another new winner at the· 
GHO, and Mr. Price for his seventh tour vic
tory. A great win for him, the thousands of 
fans, the Jaycee charities and my chance to 
write about a week at my favorite sport. 
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De Maines 
Dennis and Christine De Maine were from 

the south end of Hartford. They knew each 
other at Bulkeley High School. They met 
formerly through the efforts of friends, when 
she was it senior (he had already graduated), 
and later, after that fIrst date, Christine told her 
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mother ... "I just met the man I'm going to ... Bill (WLHS '85) is a UConn grad in busi
marry." She was so rigbt! ness/administration, and the past two years 

They were married on April 29, 1967 ... < has lived and worked in Dallas, Texas, at the 
and lived happily ever after ... but wait, there's corporate headquarters of the American Air
a lot more to their story. Dennis and Christine lines. Bill played Little League and Midget 
have lived in Windsor Locks since their wed- Football as a young boy. His b~other Bob 
'ding day, and now after 26 years are very (WLHS' 87) also played Little League and 
proud of their three children, Bill, Bob and' Midget Football, going on to varsity football 
Tracy, all college grads, who have now left the at the Raider School. He and his future bride 
nest, so to speak, with Bill in Dallas, Bob in the (the big day is Oct. 23) are both grads of 
Bronx, and Tracy, with ajoh-in Norwalk. Syracuse University ... her name is 

Let's go back a few years to their story Maryfrances Biscornet. He is presently em
before coming to town. Dennis Joseph De ployed at the New York City Public Library in 
Maine is the son of the late Joseph De Maine, the Bronx, New York. 
World War II veteran, wasfromHartford,met Tracy (WLHS '89) played tennis, field 
and married his wartime bride, Ada (Fletcher) hockey and was on the track team, in addition 
De Maine, while stationed in her homeland of to tlie honor rolls. She is a recent grad of 
England. When Joseph was called to further Babson CoJlege in Massachusetts, where she 
active duty in North Africa, Ada, with the aid was on the tennis team for four years. At the 
of the Red Cross, caine to America to await the WLHS, Tracy was secretary of her class, and 
return of her soldier husband. Ada is a former when her brothers played Midget football, she 
resident of town, and today resides in was a cheerleader, and to complete the circle, 
Wethersfield. . mom was their number one fan and dad was 

. Dennis has a brother, Ron, of Wethersfield coach for fouryears. Tracy will soon be taking 
with his wife, Phy11is (Weiner) De Maine and ,over her first position in the world of buyers, 
their three sons ... Jeff, Mike and Adam. Also with Caldor stores, at the corporate headquar
a sister, Joselyn, who is married to Robert ters in Norwalk. 
Valente, and they too live in Wethersfield with Dennis wanted to add a note ... when his 
a son, Nicholas. sons were playing Little League with Standard 

Christine (Cusano) De Maine is the daugh- Auto, they had Bob Creech and Billy O'Brien 
ter of the late Mike and Frances '(Lasky) as their coaches, and Dennis just wanted.to 
Cusano. Mr. Cusano was from Hartford, Mrs.' mention how "great" they were coaching his 
Cusano was a Windsor native. Christine men- sons and the rest of the team. 
tioned how her father was a subject of C&K, . The fo11owing organizatipns list Dennis as 
back in May of 1986. Christine has a brother, member, the local American Legion and the 
Michael Jr., who lives in Washington D.C., Lions Club, "very active': and a member of the 
manager of a chain of drug stores. She has two board of directors. Christine, on the other 
sisters ... Suzanne, married to Bob Scully, and hand, has also been active. She taught cat
Kirsten of East Windsor. The Scullys reside in echism at St. Mary's Church for more than 10 
town. years when here children were in grammar 

~Christine was a 1964 grad of Bulkeley, school. 
with Dennis graduating the year before his When it comes to vacation time for the De 
future wife. Dennis enlisted in the Connecti- Maine family ... it's a twice-a-year trip to the 
cut National Guard, serving six years, with island of St. Maarten in the Caribbean. Sports 
three months' active duty atFortDix, N.J., and is not forgotten for this active couple ... bowl 
three months in Texas at the Sam Houston fort. in a mixed-league at Bradley, he's the presi-
. The past 25 years, Dennis has been an dent. of the league. They exercise a lot, and 

employee of the Hartford Photo ~ech, an~ follow the New ~ ork Y anke~s. and take in 
today holds the title of corporate vIce presl- games at the stadIUm. In addItIon, they are 
dent. ' season ticket holders for the Hartford Whal-

The three children of Dennis and Christine ers, and when it comes to television, it's usu-
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Are Involved 

The DeMaine Family 

ally tuned to A&E or the Discovery channel. 
After serving eight years on the Board of 

Assessors, Dennis was asked to be on the 
Board of Finance. Since November of 1991, 
Dennis has been part of the town's financ,ial 
board. This is what he had to say ... "We'are 
the board responsible for the allocating of tax 
dollars to operate the town with the most 
services for the public, that the town can 
afford." Dennis said he had no future political 
plans, only to "serve my tenn on the Board of. 
Finance.'.' 

Dennis and Christine (and family) were 
neighbors of the late and respected Ella T. 
Grasso, when she was running for the office of 
Governor. One could see their quiet admira
tion for the town's most famous citizen. 

,Speaking of admiration ... Dennis said of 
his wife ... "She has supported and stood by 
me for the past 26 years." Dennis' personal 
philosophy ... "do the best you can, with the 
abilities given you." He and Christine agreed, 
on a favorite saying ... "If it ain't broke, don't 
fix it." 

EPILOG 
'Dennis and Christine De Maine ... active 

over the years, on the sports scene with the 
kids, in the church teaching others and now 
Dennis the past 10 years active in town affairs. 

In closing ... I came across an Italian 
proverb ... "God save you from a bad neighbor 
and from a beginner on the fiddle." We know 
the DeMajne family had good neighbors ... 
not sure about some young fiddler. 

FRIDAY, JULY 9,1993 

in Their Town 
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Senior Citizens Enjoy 

Amelia Raccone Raggio 
is a native of Windsor Locks; 
her husband, Silvio Raggio 
came from Italy. 

They met before he went 
into the U.S. Anny, and were 
married at S1. Mary's Church 
on Nov. 24, 1945. 

This happened only 20 
days after his return from ac
tive duty in Europe, where he 
was apart of the WorldWarll 
battles from Nonnandy to 
Gennany. 

Then the fonner GI and 
his bride settled down for an 
active life, with steady em
ployment at local companies 
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-Montgomery andMedlicott the age ofS, the son of the late 
- and raising their son, Caesar and Lisa Raggio. This 
Donald, a longtime local all took place in the early '20s 
teacher. when he, his parents, grand-

The folks at the Senior mother, brothers and sisters 
Centerknow Amelia as Millie, left their homeland by boat, 
and Silvio as Si. Both are in- landing in New York City and 
volved in the Center's activi-~ experiencing the rigors of in
ties, with Millie the top 1992 doctrinationatthefamedEllis 
volunteerwith 1,029.75houl'S, Island 
all with loving care in the They were met at the boat 
world of crocheting and knit- by an uncle, Edward 
tinge Bellingeri. Next stop ... 

Millie grew up on North WindsorLocksby train to their 
Main Street, the Clay Hill sec- new home on Spring Street, 
tion, the daughter of the late and the eventual ownership of 
Bartholeo and Theresa their own home on Oak Street, 
Raccone. where Si and his brothers and 

Mr.Racconeworkedmany sisters grew up. 
years at the Windsor Locks His three brothers ... 
Paper Mill. Millie has two Mario, John and Ernest and a 
brothers, Angelo who lives in sister Nilda have all passed 
Florida, and Joe, fonner local away. Si has three other sis
postmaster and subject of a ters: Josephine, Rose and 
C&K column back in Mayof Mary. 
'1977. She has four sisters ... Si recalled, ''We couldn't 
N atalina, Ida, Mary and speak English when we ar· 
Carman. Millie was a grad of rived ... but going to school 
WLHS (Class of 1933) with right away andmaking friends, 
classmates Howard White and I (and my brothers and sisters) 
Bob Taravella. soon learned the new language 

Si's life began an ocean andalotmore,"hesaidwitha 
away, born in the northern part smile. 
of Italy (in the mountains, he Si left school at the age of 
said), and came to the States at 16 to work ... which turned 
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Helping Others 

Mille, Donald and Si Raggio 

out to be his career. For the 
next 49 years (except for four 
years, four months and four 
days in the Anny), Si was a 
steady and faithful worker at 
Montgomery's. 

Looking back at all those 
years, Si said... "I did well 
and very proud ... consider
ing how we came from Italy, 
not speaking the language ... 1 
retired in 1977 ... and was the 
generali foreman at 
Montgomery's ... " 

Millie also worked at Si said, "You name it, we 
Montgomery's, in addition to were there." 
MedJicott's. The fonner staff sergeant 

Four years before Si was received the highly respected 
drafted, he and Millie were a Bronze Star (with cluster) for 
twosome. However, in 1940 action in the European cam
their lives changes ... Si was paign. Si was discharged in 
in the Anny in Alabama, and November, 1945, and was re
served a year. He came home united with Millie. Letters to 
... but Pearl Harbor came next his APO were their only con
in the nation's activities and tact for many months ... now 
also for Si and Millie. he was home for good. 

Si was back at Camp Millie andSi didn01 wait 
Devens in 1942, and assigned long ... 20 days after his dis
to the 26th Yankee Division charge from the service, they 
(Massachusetts National were married. Tbeyfirstlived 
Guard) ... with more training' on Oak Street and in 1953 
at Fort Jackson, S.C~, Camp , .wo~~ t~ thei!:prese~t ~~~~: . 
Gordon, Ga:, and even sunny They have a son, Donald 
Florida, before being sbipped Raggio, grad of the loca1 high 
overseas. Si was now an in-., school and the University of 
fanttyman and in the thick of Hartford, with a degree inedu
the war. cation. Donald, who resides 

Si served with the 328t1i in Windsor, has taught at the 
Regiment (Sergeant York's South and Middle schools the 
World War I outfit) ... land- past two decades. 
log at Normandy, andmoving ,As a retiree since 1977, Si 
quickly into Prance, Belgium tends to his backyard garden 
and finally Germany. Seniors/next page 

Seniors Enj<?y 
Helping Others 
At Center 

Continued/rom page 14 
and still plays a round of golf. fJe 
follows the Red Sox, game shows on 
television, and basket~al1 games. Si 
and Millie have had their share of 
seeing the world ... Hawaii, Puerto 
Rico, Spain, and Canary Island,;, and 
for eight years· missed the snow of 
Connecticut with trips to Florida. 

Si has hel~ membersbips in the 
Kofe, VFW and the Italian Progres
sive Club, and, of course, they are 
active members of the Senior Citi
zen Club. . , 

When you say ... Senior Citizen 
Club ... Millie was the number one 
volunteer at the center ... crocbeting 
and knitting for the needs of 01 hers. 
She is also working year round on 
the annual bazaar, which will be held 
in November. I 

Millie admitted, "I didn't realize 
I had all those hours, just submit to 
Kit (Eves) ... and she totals them 
up.'!Adding ... "Webothenjoybelp-
ing others (in the inner city) and any 
neighbors who may want us to 
babysit," she said in her smile that 
tells the real story of this fine ]ady. 

Si was asked who he admired, 
and the quiefman came up with this 
reply, "I'd have to say my sister-in
law, N atalina ... for the person she 
is, and the (great help) she gave me 
when 1 first went to work at 
Montgomery's." . 

They both agreed. "helping oth
ers is their personal philosophy." 

That's the story of Si, the young 
boy who came to America; found 
success at a working career and 
served his adopted country in time of 
war ..• and married Millie, the vol
unteer with kindness for others. . 
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Political Family Influenced 

"Mybiggesthobbyis n-
'''n po tics. .. rer Ray Marconi 

As a young boy, Raymond 
JatnesMarconi wouldaccom
pany his father, "Billy" 
Marconi, to Board of Finance 
and town meetings. So you 
might say, Ray learned town 
politics at a very impression
able age. 

Ray has carried that spe
cial type of town education 
and political know-how to the 
present day, as co-chainnan 
of the Concerned Taxpayers 
of Windsor Locks, along with 
fellow activist, the other co
chainnan, Daniel J. Kervick. 

With his father, Raymond 
A. Marconi, his aunt Alice 
Marconi Cack, andlate grand
father, Angelo "Wuzzy" 
Marconi, leading the way, Ray 
became the concemedcitizen, 
with "maybe down the road," 
statement as to a future politi
cal path, it was time for an 
interview with the father of 
two young children. 

As for interviews ... first it 
was ''Wuzzy,'' in 1979, a well
known restaurant owner, then 
Ray's aunt, Alice, in 1988, 
fonner teacher and now on the 
Board of Selectmen, plus 
Ray's dad, "Billy," veteran 
Board ofFmance member and 
local banker in 1990. 
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Ray is truly a Windsor liking .•• at Bradley Field in 
Locks native. His late mother, the year 1984. Today, Ray is 
Patricia Root Marconi, came responsiblefortheheating and 
from an equally prominent air conditioning at the state's 
family. Ray graduated from largest airport, with the title of 
the local high school in 1979, maintenance supervisor, un
alongwithhisfuturebrideand der the watchful eye of an
"high school sweetheart," other local resident, fellow 
Debbie Crabb Marconi. Lion member, Nonn Messier. 

During those high school Debbie Marconi came to 
years, Ray had no time for town from Enfield at the ten
sports ... a job at the Middle derageofone, the daughter of 
School, and sometimes double John andKay (Hogan) Crabb. 
duty at night for this young John is an iron woJicer, who 
busy fellow. He would open 'came to Connecticut from 
the gym for "Run For Your ~. Kay grew up on a po
Life," enthusiasts, (remember talb fannin the Pine Tree State. 
those days?) ... and to secure DebbiehasabrotherJobn, 
more knowledge to a working who lives at home with his 
career, Ray spent time at the parents, and a sister, Cindy 
"Town Line Shell" gas sta- Jacques, who resides in 
tion, where he became inter- Enfield with her husband, 
estedin wo:dcing onmechani- Steven. 
cal things. After her graduation from 

Ray's further fonnal edu- high school, Gass o( 1979, 
cation came at the Windsor Debbiecontinuedherwotkat 
Technical CareeIs Institute, the Federal Reserve Bank in 
where he took up his life's town (she had worlced there 
wotk. . .heatingandair-condi- and at McDonald's during 
lioning. His first job at the highschool). She also worked 
Eastfield Mall in Massachu- at the Northern Connecticut 
setts, as helper was a good NationalBankintownfortwo 
opportunity to learn more years,andeightyearsatCigna. 
about his trade. Today, Debbie is still an 

After two years and a few active mother with two chil
jobs, Ray joined the State of dren, and volunteelS at the 
Connecticut, at the UConn North Sbeet School LibraIy 
Health Center, and this gave andserves as secretary forthe 
him a chance to learn how Board of Selectmen and the 
computers will fareintbe heat- Police Commission. 
ing and air-conditioning DebbieandRayweremar-
world ried on June 23, 1984, livedin 

After a five-year stay, he Suffieldforthreeyears,andin 
was transferred to Windsor 1988, "we went back to our 
Locks, which was more to his native town," they said 
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Raymond J. Marconi 

They have two children. • 
.Raymond Jr. andKristin.Ray 
Jr., willattendtbesecondgrade 
at theNortb Street School. He 
enjoys fishing and swimming 
and recently went into the 
world of soccer. He is seven. 
His sister, Kristin, 4, will be a 
kindergarten student at North 
in the fall, and when it comes 
to theater .• .Kristin is into the 
ballet. 

When their father finds the 
time, he's into Mustang cars .. 
• as member of the Mustang 
Club of America. Ray attends 
the shows of this famous make 
of cars ••• and in addition, re
stores them. 

Ray admits •.. "I'm not a 
watcher of sports ... enjoyfish
ing, swimming and racquet 
ball." Adding, "my biggest 
hobby is politics." When it 
comes to television. . .they 
may watch "Cheers" and 
"Home Improvement" and C
Span. 

The family vacation spots 
have been Cape Cod and Vir

, ginia Beach. 
Ray Marconi, the con

cerned citizen, has been a 
member of the Lions Clubthe 
past five years andis currently 
the organization's thinl vice 
president and has been active 
in their worthy projects. 

With politics his main 
hobby, Ray bas served on the 
RepublicanTown Committee 
forfiveyeaIS. As forthe "Con
cerned Taxpayers," he said, 
"DanKervickandlstartedthe 
group ••• " and with their "Let
ters to the Editor," a starting 
point for voters to know their 
views in the Journal and other 
newspapers. 

Ray had many comments 
on the status of the group, 

v~~ y p:::~ 

" 

::'y~ 

Raymond J. fdarconi and family. 

which is organizing voters to 
better understand the town 
budgets and the effect onpay
ment of taxes. Ray admitted, 
"I'm on the phone with other 
folks who may agree or dis
agree with us •.• " 

When Ray was asked who 
he most admired or had the 
most influence on his life, he 
said, "My grandfather 
'WUXL'j'Marconi .•• he took 
me everywhere, taught me a 
lot I was his first grandson." 

Debbie said her mother .• 
."She is a good mother ••• 1 
hope I can follow in her foot
steps in raising our two chil
dren." 

If she had one word for 
Ray ••• she said, with a big 
smile ••• ''Talkative.'' (Ray 

probably agreed) With Ray 
adding .•. "Don't judge a per
son until you walk in their 
shoes for a mile." Db, yes, a 
favorite saying .•. (maybe it's 
an omen) "1 have not yet be
gunto fight."(JohnPaulJones) 

Epilog 
Ray Marconi, learned at 

an early age the workings of 
small town government from 
his father, and the world 
aroundhim from his grandfa
ther. 

Ray is the ultimate con
cemedcitizen, andjustmaybe, 
Edward R. Murrow had the 
right idea (and Ray is looking 
for the right answer). . 
."Cassius was right. .• the fault, 
dear Brotus,is not in our stars, 
but in ourselves ...• tt 
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Leo Perron Octogenarian 
The life and times of Leon 

Annand Perron are a mix of 
being very happily married to 
his late wife, Noella, for 53 
years, With a career in carpen
try, building his own dream 
home, raising three activechil
dren with Noella, and now 
retired for many years, sur
rounded by six grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren. 
(But not all at once.) 

Leo, an octogenarian (he'll 
be 85 next January), can be a 
quiet man, feisty (I'm sure), 
religious, handy around the 
house (his home is supplied 
with his woodworking handi
work) and not afraid to tell 
stories of his life in Massa
chusetts and Maine. 

He was born in Salem, 
Mass., son of the late JoSeph 
and Mary (LeBel) of Canada. 
He had three brothers and six 
sisters. He said French was 
the only language spoken at 
the Perron home. He learned 
English at school, and today 
he still has that slight Maine 
and French accent. 

The family moved to 
.Maine when Leo was 13. He 
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left school at the age of 16, 
supposedly to work in his 
father's contracting business 
in Sanford, Maine. However, 
young Leo had other ideas ... 
"I wanted to work, but to be on 
my own," so he went to work 
in a Sears show factory in 
Springdale, Maine, for a year. 

He finally gave in and said 
it wasn't easy ..• -"I had to 
learn the catpentry trade as a 
four-year apprentice, and my 
father w.as very fussy." Of 
course, this difficult period for 
a young boy certainly paid off 
in later years. -

His father's business con
sisted of building homes, 
bridges, chapels and convents 
in Maine, Leo said When 
World War II came into 
everyone's life .. -. the busi
ness expanded into New 
Hampshire, '~worldng on sev
eral government projects," 
which meant draft-age Leo 
(who was I-A) drew a draft 
defennent. 

Leo remembers the war 
years, with rationing of gas 
and tires. Even with long days 
of work, he found time to 
coach a midget football team. 

The love ofhislife, Noella 
Mailhot, was from Canada, 
her family (she too came from 
a large clan ..• three brothers 
and seven sisters) hac:} moved 
to Sanford, where her father, 
in the same line of work as 
Leo's dad, went to work for 
Mr. Perron and that's how Leo 
and Noe1la_met. Do you re-

member your wedding date? 
"Sure, Oct 12, 1931." Noella 

-passed away in 1985. 
In 1951, Leo and his fam

ily moved to Windsor Locks. 
He took a job at Kaman that 
had ~ shop right at Bradley 
Field, makingwQodblades for 
helicopters. Leo stayed with 
Kamap for 23 -years, also 
working in Suffield, Hartford 
and Bloomfield He retired in 
1975, but not from life. 

What did Leo do the first 
year of so-called retirement? 
"I made a tractor (snow blow) 
and the Hartford Courant and 
Hamilton-Standard magazine 
wrote all about it'" 

You built this house, Leo? 
(on Old County Road) ... 
"Yes," he said, promptly and 
proudly. "I was working 12 
hours a day at Kaman and in 
my spare time lbuiltthehouse, 
myself, and it took over a 
year." 

The family tree of Leo 
Perron (birth and marriage) 
includes names that have ap
"peared in previous Cab bakes 
& Kings columns ... his 
daughter andherhusband, Rita 
and Paul Roy (May '76),
Henry Michalewicz (August 
'76), and Peter Ploszay (Feb. 
'83 ... this time with the cor
rect spelling). 

Leon's three children are 
Robert, Rita and Nonnan. 
Robert Perron, a veteran of 20 
years with the Air Force, is 
now a civil service draftsman 
residing in Newport News, 
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with a Life of Fulfillment 
Va., with his wife, Lori lumbus, when he was a resi
(Moore) Perron. Robert has a dent-of Maine, and has spent 
son, Ralph, and three daugh- time the past nine years on 
ters, Mary, Silvia and Corrie. weekend retreats at the Holy 
Mary has a daughter, Sarah, Family Monastery in West 
which makes Bob a grandpa. Hartford. He said attending 

Rita and Paul Roy live here these retreats with fellow pa
in town. He is employed at rishioners from St Robert's' 
Middletown's Pratt & it's his way of "fulfilling life.'" 
Whitneyplant. They have two Leo doesn't watch much 
children, Dennis andSuzanne. television, but in the fall-he 
Dennis wodes at Hamilton- may catch a football game. On 
Standard and is married to a more steady diet ... he's a 
Colleen (ploszay) Roy, who fan ofEWTN (religious) and 
isemployedatadaycarecen- CNN (news). He's been to 
terinEast Windsor. Theyhave Michigan to visit a sister and 
two children, Nicholas, a first has attended reunions in Maine - Leo Perron 
graderthisfallatNorth,isinto of his wife's family.~ , serve and love God" . 
T -ball, and the six-year-old is When asked whom he I believe one of his grand-
already playing ice hockey at most admired, Leo said, ''My daughters said it best when 
Enfield's Twin Rinks. He has wife ... we got along very good asked to describe her grandfa
a new brother, Patrick, who for 53 years ... Oh, we had a - ther ... "He's an experience." 
just arrived in June. few argume~ts but I always Leo Annand Perron has 

SuzanneismarriedtoJobn let her win," all said with his had a life of experiences ... 
Michalewicz. They have two child-like smile. As for a per- and has fulfilled his life in 
children, Steven and Jessica. sonal philosophy; Leo said "to many ways. 
Steven, 14, will attend the high -
school this fall, and Jessica, 
11, is a seventh grader at the 
middle school. 'Suzanne is a 
registered nurse at the Suffield 
House, while John, a Coast 
Guard warrant officer, com-
mutes to the academy in New 
London, where he works. 

NonnanPerronis a gradu
ateofWLHS, while his brother 
Robert and sister Rita both 
graduated from their Maine 
high school, before moving to 
Connecticut. N onnan resides 
in Alexandria, Va., where he 
is in the restaurant business. 

_Surrounded by his family, 
Leo keeps active and inter
ested in woodworking and 
machine work. He did some 
bowling a few yearS back, was 
a fourth degree Knight of Co-
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Meet Don Mackey -

Donald Ralph Mackey 
grew up in the Rainbow sec
tion of Windsor, right down 
the road from East Granby, 
where Carol DeGray lived 

They met at a store in Rain
bow, where all the kids would 
gather for a Coke or just to 
talk, as kids do, and this led to 
a few years later of Don and 
Carol being married on May 
12,1956. 

And since that day, Don 
and Carol have led diversified 
lives, raising four children and 
displaying many pictures of 
their two grandchildren. 

They have lived in 
Windsor Locks since 1958, 
and Don is a veteran of the 
Park Department and Public 
Works for the past 26 years. 
Don is the highway foreman 
and works for Mike Wrabel, 
his immediate supervisor. 

Don's an active man ... 
golf, fiShing, and according to 
Carol, "Don't forget his beau
tiful garden." 

She added later these com
ments, "Don deserves a lot of 
credit for his work with the 
young men in town who over 
the years worked for the de
partment during the summer 
months and now are grown 
men, remember Don for his 
contribution to their lives 
growing up." 

Don was the son of the late 
Joseph and Audrey (Kelsey) 
Mackey. Mr. Mackey, who 
raised tobacco on his own 
fields in Rainbow, was from 
Suffield. Audrey was a 
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Windsor Locks native. Don 
has two brothers, Joseph of 
Wethersfield, and Robert, who 
resides in Florida. 

After leaving Windsor 
High School at the age of 17, 
where he played baseball and 
basketball, Don experienced 
several jobs over the years, 
before his steady position with 
the Town of Windsor Locks. 
For example, he worked for 
Metal Specialties, "The 
Tireman," delivering milk for 
A.C. Petersen, Stanadyne, 
Kaman, and received his first 
taste of highway work with 
the State of Connecticut DOT. 

In 1967, he joined the 
town's Park Department, and 
the past 15 years has been in 
the Public Works caring for 
roads in town. 

This is what Don had to 
say aboutthe jobs androads ... 
in the spring, Don andhis crew 
work on the winter equipment, 
in the summers maintain the 
roads (town, not the state 
Routes 75, 159 and 140) and 
the winter takes care of itself 
with the snowstorms, like this 
past March. (Jimmy Pearce 
and Joe Murkowicz, past C&K 
interviewees and Public 
Works employees, will heart
ily agree with this busy work 
schedule.) 

More on Carol (DeGray) 
Mackey - an East Granby 
native, she is the daughter of 
the late Harold and Dorothy 
(Wheelock) DeGray, who 
came from Suffield and Mas
sachusetts, respectively. 

Harold and Dorothy were 
parents of 10 children ... 
Harold, Richie and David of 
Granby, Eddie of Windsor, 
Ray of Enfield and four girls, 
Ruth of Suffield, Evelyn of 
South Windsor, and two from 
Windsor Locks ... Dorothy 
and Eleanor. 

A large family for sure, 
with Carol saying ... "We had 
a lot of fun growing up." 

Carol graduated from 
Simsbury High School in 
1951. East Granby, at the time, 
had no high school. Carol, af
ter high school and their mar
riagein 1956, had her share of 
different jobs, and with time 
out having their four children. 
She worked at Stanadyne, 
Metal Goods, and the past 15 
years at ABB in its Windsor 
Data Center, which was for
merly Combustion Engineer
ingInc. 

Don and Carol have four 
children ... Karen, David, 
Dennis and Don Jr., all grads 
oftheWLHS. 

Karen, married to Tom 
Skinner, lives in Windsor 
Locks with their two children, 
Peter, 10 and Katie, 5. Tom 
works at Hamilton-Standard 
Karen was active in high 
school in field hockey and on 
the town's swimming team. 
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Veteran Public Works Foreman 

David, also an employee 
at Hami1ton, is married to Lisa 
(Bellinger) and they reside in 
town. 

Dennis, who is employed 
by King Construction in 
Bloomfield, is married to 
Denise (Chagnon) and they 
make their home in Windsor. 

Don Jr., a Cooper Indus
tries worker, ismarriedto Amy 
(Sevigny) and they live in 
town. 

All the Mackey boys 
played Little League ... plus 
David was on the soccer var
sity at the Raider School, with 
Dennis in football, and Don 
Jr. soccer and baseball at the 
Sullivan-coached sports. You 
would rightly say, the Mackey 
boys and Karen left their m ark 
on the sports scene ofWLHS. 

When Don and Carol were 
first married, they lived in an 
Brut Hartford apartment for a 
year, in Rainbow for another 
year, before settling down in 
Windsor Locks in 1958. 

When Don finds the time 
at home, he's usually tending 
to his garden, and he's off to 
the WL Golf League at 
Edgewood, and plays other 
courses above the Connecti
cut line. Vacation time might 
find him on the Rhode Island 
coast in "surf-fishing." 

He strongly admits, "1 was 
once a Red Sox fan." 

He may follow the Boston 
Celtics, but without Larry 
Bird, this may prove doubtful. 

The television set is tuned 
to "60 Minutes," "but not 

Carol and Don Mackey 

much more since 'Cheers' 
left," he said 

As for Carol, she enjoys 
reading, and is in the process 
of finishing two of the latest 
best-sellers; "The Firm" and 
"Jurassic Park." 

Additional vacation places 
are Virginia and Niagara Falls, 
plus the fishing at Rhode Is
land 

When asked who Carol 
most admired in her life, she 
said, "My mother, she raised 
10 children, kept the family 
together, and we had a good 
time." 

Don said, "I always ad
mired Ted Williams. I figured 
hewasneverreallyrecognized 

for his many accomplish
ments, foraman who spent all 
that time in the service of his 
country and came back to play 
great baseball." 

Carol has a personal phi
losophy that also suits Don ... 
"Try to be tolerant of others. " 

Both Carol and Don were 
easy to talk to, making for a 
pleasant interview, only 
slightly disrupted by one of 
those rain storms in July '.' 
with lightning all around us, 
which Carol did not appreci
ate ... but when it was all over 
the sun came out. It was as 
pleasing as the personalities 
of Don and Carol Mackey, 
meeting for the first time. 
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Paul Steffy Talks of Vietnam 

"Very proud of my two being discharged at the Val-
boys ... can't call them boys, cabbages & ley Force Anny Hospital. In 
they're (almost) !Den ... " Paul k- betweenthosedates,heexpe-
Steffy on ~s two active sons. Ings rienced quite an army career. 

The Vietnam war ended WITH JACK REDMOND He went through advanced 
Paul Steffy's career as a base- infantry- training and leader-
ball player. He had high hopes. resides in Enfield Mr. Steffy ship school, with a stop at Fort 
But life has a funny way of was from Pennsylvania, and McNair (war college) in 
making things right. Today, his career was in sign making , Washington,D.C. 
Paul's two sons, William and in Hartford Paul has two From September 1966 to 
Russell, are everything Paul brothers, W~lliam and John, March of 1967, Paul was a· 
wanted to be at their age, as __ who live in Orlando, Fla. member of the Presidential 
they continue theiro}Vll sports Paul left the local high Honor Guard, with the fol
career, WilliamincoUegeand school (class of 1965) after lowing assignments: guard 
Russell in high school. two years, deciding to attend duty at President John F. 

William, better known as Prince Tech in Hartford where Kennedy's grave site, duty at 
Bill, enters Dean Junior Col- he took up letter press/offset the Tomb of the Unknown 
lege this fall, where he intends printing. Another decision ... Soldier and at Arlington Na
to play football and baseball Paul became a student at the tional Cemetery. In addition, 
after an all-star perfonnance University of Hartford for a he was a pallbearer at the fu
at the WLHS (class of 1993), year (working at Veeder-Root neral of Virgil I. Grissom, an 
playing football under Coach days, attending school at astronaut killed in space tests 
Pat Scelza and baseball/bas- night), until he was called for in 1967 along with EdwardH. 
ketball for Coach Dan duty in the army. Ironically, White and Roger B. Chaffee. 
Sullivan. Paul's boss at Veeder-Root From the historic sur-

Russell,nowasophomore was Pat Scelza's father. roundingsofournation'scapi-
at the high school, is heavily "'Paul had his day in local tal,PaulwasofftoVietnamas 
into sports, especially as a baseball as a Little Leaguer, part of a replacement unit, 
pitcher on the diam~nd, like playing Babe Ruth and Ameri- serving "just short of a year,"· 
his dad before him. can Legion in Hartford., He he recalled, and in addition 

Some background on that said, "InMarchof1966,Iwas "14 combat operations." This 
dad ... Paul Sloat (Dutch fam- all set to play for the Spring- combat soldier received three 
ily name) Steffy was from field Giants (AAAfarm team) Putple Hearts for action in 
Newington, coming. to as a pitcher," but Uncle Sam Vietnam. 
Windsor Locks in 1959 with had other plans, and another - Looking back, Paul said, 
his parents, the late William uniform, which would end "I was proud to serve" and 
Steffy, who passed away in Paul's baseball career. now be a Vietnam veteran. He 
1960, andPaul's mother, Ruth On April 11, 1966, Paul holds memberships in the 
(Thompkins) Rolland, who was off for Fort Dix, N.J. He American Legion, VFW,Dis
was from Canada and now served until May 10, 1968, abledAmerican Veterans and 

Vietnam Veterans of America. 
Returning to civilian life, 

Paul went back to Veeder
Root for a short time. Taking 
advantage of the G.!. Bill, he 
entered the University ofHart
ford, where he earned an asso
ciate degree in marketing re
search. Later, he received an
other associate degree, this 
~e in traffic management 
from the College of Adv~ced 
Traffic, a home-study course. 

His working career con
tinued with a five-year stay at 
Brookman Ford Agency with 
co-worker Ed Ferrari, better 

, known as our first selectman. 
Paul said he knew Ed well; 
they entered the army on the . 
same day, receiving basic 
training at Fort Dix, back in 
1966. Today, Paul has his own 
business in marketing/trans
portation 'called PS Associ-
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and His Sons' Sports Activities 

Paul, Russell and Bill Steffy 

ates, and be's-been involved dad, a fonner Red Sox fan, 
for the past nine years in this now roots for the Yankees. 
endeavor. They do have favorite food 

William andRussell Steffy Paul and Bill enjoy Italiaa; 
are the sons of Paul and Mary however, Russell, is a little 
Ann (Howell) Withee. Both different -lobster, no less. 
boys playedLittIe League. Bill Bill's favorite movie was 
intends to major in liberal rts "Major League," (a baseball 
while at Dean Junior College. story), and Russell, still the 

While at the high school, different one, "Silence of the 
hemadeanameforhimselfby Lambs." But they agreed on 
selection to the "All-NCCC music-Metallica(it'sarock 
and All-Pequot" team for his group, I think). 
stellar perfonnances on the More on their dad ... Paul 
football fields in this area. He is an active member of the 
was a three-sport athlete, but Housing Partnership Commit
said, "I feel more comfortable tee seeking fair housing for 
.playing football." Bill got his seniors and other citizens. 
start at the.age of 13, when he When asked whom he 
played in the midget program. most admired, he said, "My 
At the high school, he was the mother, a strong family lady 
co-captain of the football team. ... who raised three sons (she 

Russell, who is just com- - was a widow) ... and -you 
ingintothespotlight,excelled might just call her the family 
in three sports, and as a pitcher matriarch." 
made the Senior League All- Epilog 
Stars. With Bill and Russell Paul Steffy has seen a lot 
active in sports, their father's in his life: baseball as a young 
main hobby these days is fol- man, his duty in Washington, 
lowing the progress ofhis sons, D.C., memories of Vietnam, 
and this went along with his strikingoutonhisowninbusi
statement, "I'm an outdoors ness,andmostimportant,fol
person." lowing the activities of Bill 

Some personal notes on and Russell. -
this threesome ... the boys, But you know, Paul never 
when asked for hobbies, said lost thatlittIe extra strong feel
matter-of-factly "banging out ing about the game of base
with our friends." They both ball, and I believe his sons' 
followtheOaklandA's, while know that The late and re-

spected A. Bartlett Giamatti 
said the following about base
ball (paul migbt just agree) ... 

"The appeal of baseball is ' 
intimately wrapped up with -
one's youth. Baseball is very 
much about being young again 
in a h ann less way. And one of 
its core appeals is to remind 
America of a time when it was 
young." 
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Ed Kane: 20 Years in the Air Force 

Harry Edward Kane ill - '50s, and he's now retired af
for 20 years ~e was S g1. Ed ter a career as a heavy-duty 
Kane, world traveler. You mechanic. In 1990, he retired 
name the country, he's been from New Haven Trap Rock. 
there. The 1970 WLHS gradu- Pete is into golf as a member 
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ate has been home since his of the K of C League at Air- Leaguer and high school ath- 29, 1974,justthree miles from 
discharge, retired, not from ways. lete. the Canadian border. How's 
life, just the Air Force. Back to Ed ill ... he had all On Coach Sullivan: "I re- that, from Manila to Maine? 

Before eolistiogin the U.S. good intentions to attend col- spected him, he had a way of He called the "area nice, 
Air Force, Ed led a nonnal lege, admitting, "I wasn't a getting a lot out of a student, but winter very harsh ... it 
life. Born in Hartford, he goodstudentinhighschool." he may have had unusual couldsnowfortwodays!'Ed 
moved with his family, north Adding, "1 wanted to learn to methods, and he worked us advanced to E-S (staff ser
and south, attended schools in study," and what did he have - hard ... if the kids today would geant) in base operations. 
Windsor Locks, played Little in mind for a career? To be a listen (to a coach like Mr. The hierarchy of the Air 
League under Coach Bob chef. Sullivan), they would be a lot Force probably felt Ed needed 
O'Connor, then high school He went to Manchester better off." another change of pace after 
soccer and baseball under an- Community College for only Sgt. Ed Kane's career in six years and two months in 
other popular coach, Dan a semester. Ed knew his draft the Air Force it went some- the wilds of Maine. The next 
Sullivan. Ed graduated with number would be up soon. He thing like this: first stop, stop was the bright and busy 
the class of 1970. took the next step; college Lackland Air Force Base in life of Las Vegas, Nev. He 

Some background on Ed's would have to wait He joined SanAntonio. Then to the Mid- would be part of "Wing Base 
family ... be'sthesonofHarry the Air Force and went into west, Scott Air Force Base in Operations(PittmanStation)." 
(Pete) Edward Kane Jr. and active duty on March 1, 1971. Dlinois, for a two-year stay Ed served in the vicinity of the 
Dolores (Matteis) Kane of HewasdiscbargedonApri11, with an air medical unit. A citycalled"LostWages"from 
town. The younger Ed's .1991 after 20 years and one complete change - two November 1980 to August 
grandfatherwasH.E.KaneSr. month of travel, seeing the months duty in Vietnam as 1984. 
of Granville, Mass:, a former world from every angle, be it radio relay. Back east he came again, 
law officer. Mr. Kane Jr. was the sun or snow, and time Back to Scott, in Illinois, this time to Dover, Del., for a 
also from Granville, with zones,from the state of Maine to take part in a worthwhile three-year period. Then fol-
Dolores a Hartford native. to Japan, and back again. project, "Operation Home lowed another long plane ride 

The Kanes have two Just to add to his history Coming"forreturningPOWs --to Misawa Air Force Base in 
daughters, Cathy of Greens- journal of travel, Ed bad been from Vietnam. Then it was Japan, 400 miles north of To-
boro, N.C. and Penny Ann of in every state of the union. back to the Far East in April kyo. 
South Windsor. Theirbrother, Ed did reminisce on his 1983 for a IS-month stay in He said, "my mainjob was 
Bruce Michael Kane, died at Windsor Locks connection, the Philippines at the famed as a liaison between the Japa
the age of16. Cathy and Penny before the service. He began Clark Air Force Base. nese Air Force and the U.S. 
Ano are also grads of the local schoolatNorthStreetandall InthePhilippineshefound Air Force, and we got along 
high school. the local schools before gradu- "friendly people, beautiful very well." After two years, 

Ed's father, better known ating from high school. As countryside, historic spots in he was stateside bound, with a 
as Pete, was in the army in the mentioned, he was a Little Mani1a,hotandhumidandan triptoMcGuireAirForceBase 

awareness of pending ty- in New Jersey_ It was his final 
pboons in the area." Now an stop; be was discharged as E~ 
E-4 (buck sergeant in World 6 (tech sergeant) on April 1, 
Warll),Edmadethedecision 1991. 
"to stay in the Air Force for 20 . That summer, Ed went 
years." .. - south to Fort Lauderdale, Fla~, 

How's this for a change? working on a Federal Avia
His next stop was Loring Air tion Administration dispatch
Force Base in Maine on Aug. ers license. With no jobs in 
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Seeing the World 

this field, he came home and 
worked at a local hotel until 
February of this year. He is 
currently unemployed, and 
hasn't given up hope for a 
"dispatcher position," which 
is a highly competitive field in 
the job market. 

Ed has played golf all over 
the world, to name a few ... 
Okinawa, Philippines, Japan 
and many of the states he was 
stationed in on temporary duty. 
He also enjoys bowling, ski
ing and skeet shooting, which 
he took up in Japan. 

He still follows the Red 
Sox and Celtics, and at home 
will catch programs on public 
television. When it comes to 
food, he missed his mother's 
home cooking, especially fried 
peppers. 

The best place Ed serVed 
in,was Delaware, and.his fa~ 
vorite country is Taiwan, when 
he was on temporary duty. He 
surely has seen the world from 
Africa to Europe to Hong 
Kong, Guam and Australia, 
just to mention a few stops. 

Does he miss the service? 
"Sometimes," he said, add

ing, "The best thing about the 
Air Force, it was what you 
made of it." 

Ed Kane spent 20 years in 
the U.S. Air Force. 

Who has he admired? "I've 
respected a lot of people, ad
mire people who do not quit 
on life, as with my parents." 

Epilog 
Former Sgt. Ed Kane 

joined the Air Force and saw 
the world. He's now looking 
for a new career with a world 
of experience to fall back on. 

From Maine to Japan he 
played golf, and recently (with 
his dad) we were matched up 
at Airways in the K of C 
League. 
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Re.:v. Thomas Zempel 
The Rev. Thomas Lee 

Zempel, pastor of Calvery 
Baptist Church, is a man of 
God who believes in the "de
velopment of the pastor
teacher's ability to apply the 
teaching of scripture to indi
vidual and family problems." 

. Twice a year. Reverend 
Zempel, who has extensive 
and pastoral teaching experi
ences, attends the church's 
"Pastorial Counseling Track" 
traveling west to the Central 
Baptist Seminary in Minne
apolis. 

Tom Zempel grew up on a 
dairy farm in a small town 
called Waupaca, in the state of 
Wisconsin. 

The future minister had no 
idea, going to high school, 
what he really wanted to do as 
far as a career. He knew he 
dido 't want to stay on the farm. 

Tom admitted, "I was a 
poor student" who dido't like 
the fann work, but figured 
going to school (higher edu
cation) would be for him. 

Did he participate in any 
sports at the highschool? "No, 
had to work on the farm ... did 
play the saxophone in the 
school band." 

After graduation in 1962 
from Wild Rose High School 
(near Waupaca), he decided 
to attend the Pillsbury Baptist 
Bible College in Owatonna, 
Minn. He tried college for a 
year, "not for him, went back 
to the fann." 

Education finally won out 
. .. it was back to school for 

cabbages and 
kings 

WITH JACK REDMOND 

Tom, who took it seriously, 
receiving good marks. In 1968 
he eameda B.A. degree with a 
majorinBiblepastorology and 
minor in history. 

Some early facts on the 
familyoflbomas Lee Zempel: 
he is the son of William and 
Gladys (Moran) Zempel, now 
retired, and still living in 
Waupaca In fact, Tom said, 
"everyone lives in that area, 
except my sister, Debbie, who 
resides in California, with her 
husband, Ray Kottke, a min
ister." Tom has another sister 
Lori, and two brothers, Larry 
and Ron. 

Tom and Jane (Elliott) 
Zempel were high school 
sweethearts while he was at
tending Wild Rose and Jane 
was at Waupaca, actually 
meeting at church. 

Jane came from Neenah, 
Wisc., the daughter of Alvin 
and Leuella Elliott. She has a 
brother Bob who lives in Colo
rado Springs, Colo., and three 
sisters, all living in the Neenah 
area: Lu Anne, Terri Joe and 
Ruthie. 

Tom was now well settled 
into his career decision. While 
attending Pillsbury he and Jane 
were married on June 17, 1967, 
at the Bethany Baptist Church 
in that well-known town of 
Oshkosh, Wisc. 

!Before detailing Reverend 
Tom's varied positions in the 
church, a note of where they 
lived: Owatonna and Mione
apolisin Minnesota, Rockford 
and Danville in lllinois, back 
to Owatonna, Philadelphia 
and, in 1985, to Windsor 
Locks. Today, the Zempel 
family resides in Windsor. 

Tom and Jane have three 
children: Jonathan, Benjamin 
and Amy. Jonathan will be a 
senior this fall at Bob Jones 
University in Greenville, S.C. 
He is majoring in computer 
sciences. Jonathan is the soc
cer player in the family. Ben
jamin "is very involved in 
church work," his proud fa
ther said, adding, "Benjamin 
is very sociable and sings in 
the church choir, and works at 
Friendly's." 

Amy is involved in sports 
as a statistician, enjoys caring 
for children, and is working at 
a day care center in Windsor. 
She attends the Hartford Chris
tian Academy. 

Reverend Zempel's path 
of church work to Wmdsor 
Locks began in September of 
1968 when he enrolled at the 
Central Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Minneapolis. 
There he earned his master of 
divinity degree after four years 
and "a lot of years of train
ing." His first assignments as 
assistant pastors were in two 
Illinois towns, Rockford and 
Danville. 

He returned to his alma 
mater, Pillsbury Baptist Bible 
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Serves as Pastor 
.. -

College, as professoranddean 
of students. This was for am
year period. From September 
of 1985 to May of 1986 Rev
erend Tom was a doctor of 
ministry in counseling candi
date at the WestminsterTheo
logical Seminary in Pbiladel-

, phia, Penn. He finally in 1990 
received his doctorate. 

How did he and his family 
come to Calvery Baptist 
Church and Windsor Locks? 
Some friends m Landsdale, 
Penn., suggested him for a 
part-time role as pastor on 
weekends. For a year, Tom, 
Jane and the kids drove up 
from Philadelphia to Windsor 
Locks. Then came the time
afull-timepastorship accepted 
in June of 1985 to the present 
time as Senior Pastor Tom 
Zempel. He spoke highly of 
the church's Assistant Pastor 
Jim Juvinall. 

Some personal notes on 
this minister of the Gospel ... 
he's a former local member of 
the Rotary Club and former 
member of the town's Juve
nile Board of Review. 

With his Wisconsin roots 
showing, Reverend Tom has 

-followed the Green Bay Pack-
-ers football team since the 
heyday of Coach Vince 
Lombardi. Tom and Jane en
joy classical music, Broadway 
shows, the Christmas show at 
the Radio City Music Hall in 
New York City. Television is 
limited to the important news 
shows. 

When asked whom he 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 27 , 1993 

The Rev. Thomas Lee Zempel of Calvary Baptist Church 
and his wife, Jane, have been together since they first met 
as high school sweethearts. 
most admired (during his life) 
he said, "There are so many 
people at different stages of 
my life. I would mention one 
man, a former pastor of mine. 
He had an influence on my 
way of thinking .. " 

And when it comes to 
"thinking" for a pastor, a fa
vorite from the bible -
Philippians: Chapter 3: 10 "So 
that I may know Him and the 
power of his resurrection and 
the fellowship of his suffer
ings: become like to him in 
death." This influenced his 

thinking as a pastor. 
Epilog 

Rev. Thomas Lee Zempel, 
pastor of the Calvery Baptist 
Church on Elm Street, said his 
church is a "fundamental Bap
tist Church, ministering for 
growth and change" which 
effects all ages ofhis parishio
ners. 

Tom Zempel started off 
on the family dairy farm. He 
knew in his heart it was not fOf 
him. God obviously had other 
plans for this friendly and con
servative midwestern man. 
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·Cherese Mathews 

"Have respect for allliv- : 
ing things." That is Cherese ,cabbages and 
Mathews' personal philoso- kings 

at South Elementary School, 
reads a lot, collects dolls and 
plays games with her sister, 
Erica, who will be 8 in De
cember. Erica is a third grader 
at South, active in the arts (like 

phy. 
When we first contacted WITH JACK REDMOND 

Cherese Michelle Mathews, it 
was to talk over her involve
ment in the Parent-Teacher 
Organization. We soon found 
out about the activities in the 
world of art for this mother of 
three, in addition to the PTO. 

We also asked where she 
was born - Newfoundland, 
Canada, where her father at 
the time was in the U.S. Air 
Force stationed on the island, 
which is off the southeastern 
coast of our neighbor to the 
north. 

Cherese, daughter of the 
former ainnan Claude and 
Hope (Hudson) Mathews, was 
only 6 months old when they 
left the island for the states. 
Mr. Mathews, a veteran of 18 
years in the service, was from 
St. Louis, w~e Hope came 
from Prince Edward Island, a 
maritime province of Canada. 
She had come to Newfound
land to work in the base li-

brary, where she met her fu- her mother). 
ture husband To complete the picture of 

_ The Mathews now reside these three children, Justin is a 
in the Kansas City area, as do Boy Scout, Christa a Girl Scout 
all of Cherese's family. "My and Erica a Brownie, along 
brother, Skip and sister _ with their mother, who is ac
Heather, live there, and no, tive in the scout program. 
they haven't had any of the Their busy mother is 
flood problems." "home with the kids," but does 

Cherese and her folks first have a few part-time assign
lived in the Boston area ments, in art work for local 
(Billerica), then moved to printers and has sold "some of 
Texas, followed by a move to my craft work." Their home 
SlLouis to live withhergrand-, _has several works of art, with 
mother, the late, Mary animals in wood and other 
Mathews. items. 

Cherese began her school- Cherese's latest achieve-
ing in St. Louis, but with the ment was "going back to 
next family move to Kansas school," working part-time, 
City she finished there, and, and of course, the children ... 
then went on to grammar and receiving her bachelor of sci
high school, graduating in ence degree from Central Con-
1973. With her known skill in necticutState University. The 
art, she decided to try college, degree was in art education, 
earninganassociatedegreein magna cum laude, in May of 
the arts at Metropolitan Junior this year, with the three chil
College. dren and her companion, 

After college, over a two- Michael Abbot, in attendance 
yeru: period, Cherese worked at the graduation. -' 
in an ad agency in her line of Looking back, Cherese 
graphic arts for m agazines , be admitted, "I was not a good 
it ads for sports, restaurants, student in high school, so this 
etc. She was a freelance artist, (and junior college ) was a chal
and today is multi-talented in lenge." 
several fields of art wolk. Free time for Cherese and 

Cherese came east, now her family ... along with 
raising her three children: Jus- Michael, who is also active in 
tin, Christa and Erica. Justin, the childrens' scouting pro
an eighth grader at the middle grams, includes camping and 
school, is into swimming, and biking. Cherese emphasized 
especially the world of skate "we do things together ... I 
boards with his friends, in ad- read a lot to the girls." Tl\ey 
dition to skiing at Mt. Tom. recently read Lewis Carroll's 

_Heisamemberoftheskiclub "Alice Through the Looking 
at school. Glass" and recognized "Cab-

Christa, 10, a fifth grader bages & Kings" came from 
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Busy Mother 'in PTO and the Arts 

Justin, Michael, Christa and Erica attended Cherese Mathews' graduation from Central 
Connecticut State University. 

that famous story. full cooperation from theprin-
Vacation time has meant cipals, John Bryon at North 

driviDg to Kansas City every and Dennis Gragnolati at the 
few years. Cherese did men- South school." 
tion regular television view- Speaking ofPTOinvolve
iog is not on the family sched- ment, Cherese, former vice 
ule; they may rent a good president and president of the 
movie, but music is enjoyed NorthPTO,nowismemberof 
by her, from classical to jazz. the organization at the middle 

As soon as the interview school and the Windsor Locks 
was over, Cherese was off to Elementary ETO. . 
South to work on the murals. She said, "My goal (when 
She said two murals were com- president) was to involve as 
pleted at the North Street many of the parents as pos
School, and two at South were sible, in any way they thought 
nearly complete. appropriate." One way she 

How long have Cherese keeps' informed on school 
and her fellow artists in town matters is her attendance at 
been at this project? "Forever," Board of Education meetings. 
she said with a smile, adding, One of her activities is 
"we are anXious for others to "teaching private art classes 
help,oratleastcomeandview in town." She's also looking 
the work with different sub- for a teaching position in the 
ject matters ... it has taken arts, "anything from kinder
tbreeyears. We have received ,garten to twelfth grade." 

When asked whom she· 
most admired in her life: she 
said, "I have admired a lot of 
people, especially people who 
.keep trying and may have dif
ficult obstacles in their way, 
but keep going." 

. Epilog 
Cherese Mathews has 

lived in several parts of the 
states and wasbom in Canada. 
Today she lives in the old part 
of Windsor Locks with neigh
bors who have lived there all 
their life. 
. She appears to like the 

"land of steady habits." 
In her living room, there is 

a large painting of hers (I'll 
call it a decoupage?) but what 
it said, a small part, were the 
following words ... Think, 
Pray, Eat Right, Mediate, 
Cross Your Fingers, Fast, 
Dream. 
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Peeler Is Keeping 
When I came to talk, visit 

and get, to know David Lea 
Peeler, he was busy in his fa
vorite spot, the back 40 of the 
family garden. 

cabbages and kings 
WITH JACK REDMOND 

His wife, Arlene Orr after the war. 
Peeler, said, "he'll be right "I had another jobJn two 
here." The Peelers are "fann weeks," he said. 
people," she added, from way Dave went to work for 
back in Dave's home town of Suburban and drove a tank 
South Deerfield, Mass. truck for 35 years, retiring (in 

Arlenecalledherhusband name only) in 1980. 
"a character," but added, "best The union of Dave and 
natured." The hundreds of Arlene.ShewasfromSuffield, 
people who know Dave (in his the daughter of the late Tom 
businessofroto-tilling)would and Olive (Creelman) Orr of 
certainly agree. Suffield Arlene is a Com-

They also know he takes merce High School (Spring
his work (of more than 25 field) graduate, class of 1934. 
years) in the area of gardens She has a sister, Hazel, of 
and lawns very seriously. I'm Suffield; two sisters and a 
sure they have felt his humor- brother live in Florida: 
ous remarks, which make for Jeannette, Helen and Thomas. 
good relationships. Arlene's dad was a mechanic 

Some background on this by trade, who worked for a 
most interesting and happy bus company and on Suffield 
fellow -... Dave is the son of farms. 
the late David and Winnie Dav'e and Arlene met on a 
(Buffum) Peeler. blind date (introduced by one 

Mr. Peeler was from South of her best friends) in March 
Deerfield, and Mrs. Peeler a of 1937. On Nov. 11, 1939, 
native of Wilmington, Vt. they were married at the 
Dave had a sister, Olive, who Suffield Second Baptist 
passed away, and a sister, Church. They lived in Enfield, 
Lillian DeForge, who is a town Suffield, and in 1943 moved 
resident. to their present home on North 

When Dave was only 6, Main Street, where they have 
his family left the working lived the past half century. 
farm in South Deerfield due to -Arlene worked three years 
hard times, losing the farm. at Connecticut Mutual Insur
His dad took a job in Enfield- ance, until she stayed home to 
area fanns. raise their two children, Tho-

Dave left school in his mas DavidPeelerandPatricia, 
teens, when his father died, Ann Snelgrove. 
saying it was the Depression Thomas, an employee of 
time and "I had to put food on the South Windsor Highway 
the table." - Department, is married to 

Dave's working career PatriciaAnn(Donnell)Peeler 
covered several different com- and they reside in town. Tom 
panies and, in addition, at and Patricia have three chil
times he worked two jobs. He dren: Denise, Donna and 
worked at Bigelow's, Colt's Daniel. 
and Suburban Propane. One Denise is married to Dino 
of his night jobs while at Puia; they are East Hartford 
Bigelow's was at Enfield's residen~.Donnahasadaugh
Chef's Grille where, he ter, Cathy. Patricia Ann lives 
proudly said, "I learned to in Wmdsor and has three chil
cook." dren:John, ThomasandTimo-

He stayed at the carpet thy. Tom and Patricia (peel
company for a decade and, ers) graduated from WLHS. 
due to an injury, did not go So Arlene and Dave have six 
into the service at the out- grandchildren and one great-
break of World War n. grandchild 

But he was needed at de- When Dave is not in the 
fense work, so he promptly garden and Arlene not busy in 
joined Colt's and was released the kitchen, canning, they are 

members of the local Senior 
Citizen Club. In addition, 
Dave is a 50-year member of 
the Apollo Lodge in Suffield, 
a 32ndDegree Mason. Arlene 
is a member of the Eastern 
Star Doris Lodge in Enfield 

Dave said as a young boy 
growing up he could not par
ticipate in school sports ... the 
classroom and the fann was 
his early life, and he freely 
admits, "When you raise a 
garden ... you get vegetables." 
He went on to say "when I 
can, I enjoy hunting (deer) in 
West Suffield," (when he re
ceives a private land permit). 

At home, Arlene is one to 
read a lot; they are not televi
sion watchers-only the news 
and early programs, with Dave 
adding "I usually stay awake 
for half an hour and then fall 
asleep." . 

When it came to vacations, 
the Cape and yisiting relatives 
in -Vermont were on their 
agenda, and today they still 
enjoy eating out. 

"But, wait a minute," 
Arlene spoke up, "You haven't 
mentioned what you do in the 
springtime and fall." 

Oh yes, Dave's other 
hobby in Enfield, East and 
South Windsor, Windsor and 
in the lock town (he gets 
around) roto-tilling over 200 
gardens andlawnsin the towm 
mentioned 

"I'm calledtheRoto-Tiller 
Man," he said rather proudly. 

After a full description of 
his main hobby, besides his 
garden in the back 40, Dave 
was asked whom he most ad
mired "My dad, he practi
cally brought us up, always 
there when we needed him, he 
was a deacon in the South 
Deerfield church." 

Whenaskedaboutanyspe
cial philosophy of life, Dave 
said, "It's nice to be here on 
earth (life) has its ups and 
downs ... life is great." 

And speaking of great, or 
as Arlene said, "good," add
ing, "We have had over 50 
years of marriage .•. never a 
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Active with Gardens and >Lawns 

dull moment ... a good mar
riage." 

EPILOG 
Dave and Arlene Peeler 

are parents and grandparents 
who keep a busy schedule, 
neverwony how old they are. 

It brings to -mind the fol
lowing words of actress Helen 
Hayes .•• ''When I found out 
when I almost sold my house 
is that a house is not a finan
cial investment It is part of 
you. Your fingerprints are on 
the garden soil. Your life is 
painted on the walls. The 
dreams YQu dreamed ~ just 
outside the windows. Can you 
sometimes not go into a room 
because memories will over
whelm you? Yes, but better 
than none at all. Those unused 
dishes remind us of parties we 
no longer give, and the dining 
room is too big now. But the 
house is just the right size to 
hold the past. And that's how 
I like it." 

The Peelers would agree. Arlene and Dave Peeler enjoy gardens and lawns. 
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On Traveling While You Can 
When the last days of life 

are ending and your spirit is 
fading away, 

Will you think back on all 
that you didn't do; will these 
be the last words you say? 

"Though I wanted to go to 
the ocean, and I wanted to 
climb up a hill, 

I figured I had "tomorrow" 
but, now, I never will. 

I've got a nice stack of 
money that I won't be able to 
spend, < 

And the chores that kept 
me from going have finally 
come to an end 

I have all the funds that I 

need and the time to get there, 
too, 

I'm just not in any condi
tion for the following facts are 
true: 

I thought that "tomorrow" 
was the day when I'd go where 
I'd always dreamt -

But I found that "today" is 
our only chance, and I don't 
know where it went. 

The book of my life is 
blank pages, and I have noth
ing there to show, 

Nothing to be.read by the 
ages, and now it's my time to 
go." 

Life isn't a book where 
you write down all the things 
that you've done, 

But it's nice to look back 
on your memories - of trips, 
and friends, and fun. 

For what is life if the days 
go by, and you've spent them 
all on regret-

You've only one trip to 
this planet Earth, and that's all 
you're going to get. 

By Nancy Deshaies 
Nancy Marie (Redmond) 

Deshaies (WLHS class of 
1965) has traveled frdin Ha-
waii to Europe. . v 

Our daughter was oom in 
San Francisco, has lived in 
Connecticut, Indiana, Massa
chusetts and Florida. !'. 

However, due fb her 
husband's (Frank -Deshaies, 
originally from New Britain) 
new position in Los Angeles 
area, she and Frank have left 
sunny Florida for more sun in 
California. 

So the above is her way of 
saying travel while you-:can. 
She has. 
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Taking a Visit to Beverly Hills, Hollywood and Agoura Hills 
A funny'thing happened on the 

way to California, the start of a short 
visit to our daughter's temporary 
home in Agoura Hills. 

Actually, with advanced tickets 
and plans made quickly for an Aug. 
31 trip to Philadelphia, and on to the 
Golden State ... but the airline called 
us to inform the ready travelers we 
had 17 minutes, yes, 17, to get to 
Bradley to make other connections 
- the Philly ride was cancelled. 

Pat Creech, our East Granby 
daughter, under no pressure and with 
two of our grandchildren as passen
gers, drove the travelers to Terminal 
A in five minutes for a change of 
tickets. Now with luggage in hand, it 
was too late for the airline to send 
them down ... we carried them and 
made our flight. 

Now we know (as volunteers at 
Bradley's information booths) when 
we see other travelers running to 
their plane, with luggage in hand, 
we'l1 be more understanding. 

We left Bradley at 11:45 A.M., 
with an hour at the nation's capitol, 
an hour in Indianapolis, arrived safe 
and sound at Los Angeles at 7 p.m. 
PacificTime(10p.m. Windsor Locks 
time). But, when greeted by Nancy 
Deshaies, everything was right with 
the world and we were on our way to 
Agoura Hills, located northwest of 
Los Angeles, near Thousand Oaks 
and Westlake Village. 

Agoura Hills, we found the next 
morning, was surrounded by moun
tains (that resemble a Hollywood 
cowboy and Indian movie scene) 
with apartments, swimming pools, 
condominiums, homes of movie and 
television stars ... so we were told, 
and found out later to be true. 

The week spent in sunny Califor
nia was filled with activity, as fol
lows: a short ride from Nancy's apart
ment complex was to Simi Valley 
where, on top of a mountain, resting 
peacefully, is the Ronald Reagan 
Presidential Library. It is the ninth 
presidential library operated by the 
National A(chives and Records Ad
ministration. 

At the Library Dedication on 
Nov. 4, 1991, the former president 
said, "The doors of this library are 
open now and all are welcome. The 
judgment of history is left to you." 

Among the memorabilia of Mr. 
Reagan were gifts to the fonnerpresi
dent given to him and Mrs. Reagan 
over the years in the White House, 
photographs, viewing of important 
documents that filled the library, even 
with a section of the Berlin Wall 
outside the lobby overlooking the 
spreading mountains in that area. It 
was worth the short trip, regardless 
of one's political ties. 

With the return of Nancy's hus
band, Frank, from a tPP to Canada, 
we decided to go over the mountains 
from Agoura Hills to the famous 
beach at Malibu. On the other side of 
the mountain was Pepperdine Uni
versity, known for its baseball tal
ent. We stopped for a fish dinner at 
Alice's Restaurant, on the water
no connection with the famed Alice 's 
Restaurant in Massachusetts. 

Saturday night was a good time 
to try some California pizza, which 
turned out to be a special treat for 
celebrity seekers. With Nancy and 
Frank as hosts and guides ... Frank 
told us of a fellow worker's casual 
meeting with television and movie 
star, Tom Selleck, "Magnum P.I.," 
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himself, at the same pizza place, 
where we were that night. 

Well, he had just finished the 
story, when my wife Rita, sitting in 
the best seat to see who was coming, 
said "Hi, Tom," as in Selleck. He 
acknowledged the greeting. He was 
accompanied by his family and, 
would you believe, sat at the table 
next to us. Yes, he wore a baseball 
cap, but not the familiar "0" for 
Detroit, as in his hit series. 

Well, we didn't interrupt their 
pizza, but it sort of made our night in 
Westlake Village. The pizza was 
good, almost as good as the pizza 
you find in New Haven's Wooster 
Street. -

Sunday, wefoundoutwhatmakes 
"Tinsel Town," (better known as 
Hollywood), Beverly Hills and its 
famous Rodeo Drive special to tour
ists and people with famous names, 
and how some of those names are 
legendary in a world of make be
lieve. 

First, Rodeo Drive, and this is 
one magazine's description: "the 
agreeable pretentiousness of Rodeo 
Drive, with shops and more shops," 
and high prices to match. Frank said, 
"During the week, if you come here, 
expect to see fancy limousines drive 
up and chauffeurs come out and go 
into the stores for pick-up of what 
madame or Mr. has ordered." The 
women enjoyed looking, Frank and 
I went along for the ride and were 
impressed. It has also been said Ro
deo Drive is "the creme de la creme 

of Beverly Hills shopping." 
Our next stop, a lot of movie 

history ... as in front of Mann's 
Chinese Theatre on Hollywood Bou
levard, where we and hundreds of 
folks were seeing footprints of John 
Wayne, Shirley Temple, Jimmy 
Durante, in addition to Betty Grable ' s 
famous legs. 

It's the start of the "Walk of 
Fame," almost 2,000 bronze and ter
razzo stars embedded in the side
walk honoring celebrities of film, 
television, theater and radio. Would 
you believe, we found Tom Selleck's 
star? ... which made Rita glad she 
had a chance to see him in person. 

A few more highlights ... lunch 
at another fam ous place, Hard Rock 
Cafe of Los Angeles. This is a differ
enteatingplace, with "more artifacts 
of rock history than any place in the 
world." In addition, on display are' 
Tom Cruise's pilot helmet, Indiana 
Jones jacket, many of the big star's 
instruments, gold and platinum 
records of Elvis Presley and friends. 
I have a T-shirt just to prove I was 

there. 
And speaking of records, not 'far 

from Hollywood Boulevard is the 
distinctive Capitol Records build
ing, with its unusual circular design 
which resembles a stack of records. 
The day ended with a trip to nearby . 
MarinaDelReyandadriokatMoose . 
McGillicuddy's. 

I had spent a few days in 1943, as . 
a young soldier, seeing Hollywood 
and Beverly Hills - but it wasn't the 
same - and this time was special 
with Nancy and Frank as hosts and 
guides. It's certainly a different 
lifestyle from the steady habits of 
New England, but a great place to 
visit. -

For ou'r daughter Nancy it was a 
return - she was born in San Fran
cisco, when we lived there back in 
the late '40s, after the war. Now she 
is 394 miles south of her birthplace 
in a nice place called Agoura Hills 
and a new place for us to visit. 

When Rita says to me, "Want to 
go to California tomorrow?" I'll say, 
"I'm ready." 
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Dana Bartley's Life, Before 
To a bowler, rolling a per

fect 300 game (big pins) is 
like hitting a homerun to win 
the World Series, a hole-in
one to win the Masters, or the 
hat trick in the final game of 
hockey's Stanley Cup - or 
hitting the winning basket in 
basketball's Final Four. 

That's the way it was for 
local resident Dana Austin 
Bartley, who had been bowl
ing for more than 30 years. 
The big game came in the Mr. 
and Mrs. League at Bradley 
Bowl, the "Mrs."beingDana's 
wife Elizabeth (McIntyre) 
Bartley, his bowling partner 
since their wedding day on 
May 21, 1960. 

As with all special events 
or memorable sports mo
ments, Dana's life has been 
full with family, traveling and 
work. He is now retired from 
Traveler's Insurance, where 
he worked for more than 30 
years. 

Dana was born in Mars 
Hill, Maine, in Aroostook 
County, not far from the Ca
nadian border. He is the son of 
the late Vernon Bartley, who 
was from Maine and in the 
fann business. Dana's mother, 
Marion (York) Hale was from 

cabbages and 
kings 

WITH JACK REDMOND 

Maine, and now resides in 
Cromwell. Dana has a sister, 
Barbara, of Durham, and two 
brothers, Dean of Southington 
and Donald of Cromwell. 

When Dana was about 4 
years old, the family moved to 
Connecticut, with his father 
continuing fann employment 
in Torrington with additional 
moves to Suffield and Rocky 
Hill. Dana graduated from 
Wethersfield High School 
(Rocky Hillhadno highschool 
at the time) in 1955. 

No sports for Dana. He 
spent most of his leisure time 
at his late stepfather's (Arthur 
Hale) boat yard in Rocky Hill 
on the Connecticut River. 

In the fall of 1955, Dana 
joined the U.S. Navy, se!'-Ving 
four years, with boot camp in 
Maryland and training schools 
in Oklahoma, Texas and 
Florida, specializing in avia
tion electronics and plane 
maintenance. Dana made two 
trips to the Mediterranean Sea, 
with stops to see the sights and 

sounds of life in Italy, Greece, 
France and Africa as part ofan 
aircraft carrier crew. 

When he returned to civil
ian life, he went to work at 
Hamilton-Standard for a year, 
then he joined Travelers, serv
ing 32 years at the insurance 
company, retiring in Decem
ber 1992 as a programmer 
analyst. 

Elizabeth, better known as 
Liz, met Dana on a blind date 
in 1958, and they were mar
ried two years later. Liz is the 
daughter of the late J obo and 
Lyn McIntyre. Liz is a native 
of Hartford. 

Dana andLiz lived in Hart
ford after they were married, 
then moved to Windsor Locks 
in 1964. They have four chil
dren: Carol, Stephen, Allen 
and David Carol lives at home 
and is an X-ray technician at 
the Mercy Hospital in Spring
field She played softball, and 
like Stephen and Allen, is a 
graduate of Windosr Locks 
High School. 

Stephen is married to Jen
nifer (Benson) Bartley. They 
have a son, Spencer, and re
side in Austintown, Ohio. 
Dana said his son is tempo
rarily"Mr. Mom" while Jen-
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and After the 300 Game 

: ~; 

The Bartley family. 
nifer works in physical 
therapy. 

Allen is the actor in the 
family, with local residents 
remembering him as the lead 
in the 1978 senior musical 
"West Side Story." His father 

said "Allen has traveled ex
tensively around the world as 
a member of a Christian The
ater Group over a period of 
five years." Allen met his wife, 
Naomi (Connolly) Bartley, in 

Australia, and today they re
side in Helensville, New 
Zealand. 

David is a freshman at the 
Raider school. He was on the 

Bartleyslpage 13 

Bartleys Find Happiness in Bowling Together 
Continued/rom page 12 A special Christmasvaca-

basketball team at the middle tion was spent (1986) in the 
. school. Stephen, Allen and land down under -:-Australia 

David all played Little League - where the family t09k in 
in town. the ~auty over a three-week 

Back to one of the bowlers period while Allen was tour
in the family. Dana has other ing with his group. They saw 
hobbies that you just might, the cities of Sydney, 
call diversified: fishing, golf Melbourne and Cairnes. Dana 
and tennis. In addition" the said, "It was a great time for 

. summermonthswillfindDana all of us." 
and family enjoying their boat Now the bowler,Dana, that 
on Long Island Sound is a mid-I80 bowler, has been 

hitting the pins for three de
cades in leagues at worlc and 
church, and now the Mr. and 
Mrs. at Bradley Bowl. When 
Dana achieved the ultimate in 
bowling, his three-game total 
that night was 691. His person 
high at another time was a 750 
series. 

Dana, a quiet man, was 
asked who he most admired 
"My mother, who raised three 
small children, held the fam
ily together." 

To summarize, Dana 

Bartley, the bowler, now re
tired from work, not from life, 
who might just agree with the 
following: "Retirement should 
be dropped from general us
age. Rather, we 'need to de
scribe this stage of life" for 
what it is - a time we can 
pick our own challenges, ar
range the level of stress to that 
which we can handle and do 
mainly those things that are 
truly rewarding." 

And include another 300 
game'in one of those things. 
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John Femald Veteran 

John Albert Fernald Jr. '-------------------
served in the U.S. Anny Air cabbages & kings 
Corps for more than three WITH JACK REDMOND 
years, and since his so-called 
retirement from Pratt & was a common response to MadiSonandParkareaon89th 
Whitney Aircraft, he has been folks like John who wanted to Street. In 1942 she graduated 
serving the public in the gift earn a living. from Julie Richman High 
shops at Bradley International He attended Hempil Die- School, an all girls' school. 
Airport since 1987. sel School in Boston and the Peg has a sister, Sally, who is 

This quiet and good-na- Massachusetts Diesel Insti- married to Baris Behzat, with 
tured native of Providence, tute, and felt a change of coasts a home in Brooklyn Heights. 
R.I., is called "dependable and may be the answer to securing Back to the airman. John's 
loyal" by his wife, Margaret a job. He attended Curtis- next assignment was in 
(Gort) Fernald. Better known Wright Technical Institute in Presque Isle, Maine, with Peg 
as Peg, she and John were Glendale, Calif. He lived in along, then Manchester, N.H. 
married on Jan. 13, 1943, and Pasadena and recalled a few Then came a separation. Peg 
this year they celebrated their movies being made in his area. returned home when John was 
50th wedding anniversary. This was all in the 1930s. shipped to Newfoundland un-

They have lived in John returned to the East til Aug. 15,theendof the war 
Windsor Locks since May of Coast before the outbreak of in the Pacific. John was dis-
1952, after brief stays in World War II. On May 5, 1942, charged in December 1945. 
Maine, New Hampshire and he enlisted in the Air Corp~ They lived in Providence un
Rhode Island. . and was assigned to Miami til John joined Pratt & 

John is the son of the late Beach, Fla., for what was Whitney. 
Dr.JohnFernaldSr.andAgnes called basic training. John ad- After the war, and before 
(Poland) Fernald, who were mitted "I had a tough army P&W,heworlcedinPawtucket 
from Providence, as was John. life," said with this familiar as a salesman. However, with 
John had a brother, the late smile. From Rorida (it gets the training he received in air
Fred Fernald. better) he goes north to New craft engines (gas and diesel), 

Dr. J obo Fernald Sr. was a York City to live and work in he felt the aircraft industry 
dentist in Providence. John the Manhattan Towers Hotel was for him, so he came to 
remembers well these words ... he did say it was "tough." Connecticut in 1951, retiring 
from his dad: "Learn a trade, For John, New York City with more than 35 years ser-
blue collar workers will make was not all work - he met vice. , _ 
a better living." _ Peg. They were married in One week later, as he en-

John took his father's ad- January 1943. She is the joystellingit,itwas"badgeto 
vice after leaving high school daughter of the late Morris badge," from P & W to Brad
for a life ofleaming and mak- . and Mimma (Lichten) Gort, ley. He has been employed at 
ing a career out of attending who were from Austria. Peg the various gift shops in both 
schools from Boston to Cali- said her father was 2 when he terminals. He said his hours 
fornia, before settling down to came to the states, her mother are well-suitedforhim -noon 
employment at P&W. Diesel 14. They met and married in t04, fourdays a week. He also 
school was his specialty, es- New York City, where Peg enjoys meeting the public and 
pecially during the Depres- was born. a few celebrities along the way, 
sion years, when "no jobs" Peg's family lived in the - the UConn basketball team, 
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of Air Corps, Aircraft and Bradley 

U.S. Sen. Edward "Ted" 
Kennedy, and a traveler one 
can't miss, our own Gov. 
Lowell Weicker Jr. 

Peg has had her own ca
reer in the working world, 19 
years with theoldpro of stores, 
G. Fox & Co., eight years in -
Hartford and 11 in Enfield 

PegandJohnhaveadaugh
ter, Joan Whitten, along with 
her husband, Mark and chil
dren, were subjects of a Ca~ 
bages & Kings in February 
1987. Mark is the son of Dick 
and Marion Whitten, also past 
interviewees, in April 1986. 
Joan and Mark reside in 
Windsor with their three chil
dren:Mark2,Eric6,andKyle 
8. 

The two older boys attend 
Oliver Ellsworth School. 
Since the 1987 interview, Joan 
has received her master's de
gree from Springfield College 
in counseling. Mark is an em
ployee of Hamilton-Standard. 

When he's not at Bradley, 
John manages to keep busy. 
For years he was into wood
working, "ham" radio, and 
along with Peg, old bottles 
and various antiques, which 
are considered their main 
hobby. When vacation time 
rolls around, it might be Cape 
Cod, Narragansett Bay, R.I., 
or Hampton Beach, N.H. -
. JohnadmitstobeingaRed 
Sox fan, follows the news on 
CNN, watches football on 
Sundays, and they both enjoy 
renting the latest movies. 

John has been a member 

John and Peg Fernald enjoyed their 50th anniversary. 

of the local American Legion 
post for years. Any politics? 
"Yes, years ago, was active in 
the-then Young GOP, along 
with Mr. Sy Preli." John ran 
for the Board of Tax Review, 
but he was not successful. 

But to know John Fernald 
is to know a successful man 
... a family man, father and 
grandfather, trained well in the 
aircraft industry for years, and 
now serving the public at Bra
dley. And speaking of suc
cess, John was asked who he 
most admired? . 
, "My father. He was a self-

made man, successful career 
in dentistry during the Depres
sion years." 

Peg summed up John in 
these words, "You will never 
find John saying anything bad 
about' others." 

I found John to be a quiet 
man with a steady smile and 
just maybe the following is 
his way oflife: "Humility does 
not mean thinking less of your - . 
self than of other people, nor' 
does it mean having a low 
opinion of your own gifts. It 
means freedom from thinking 
about yourself at all." 
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Dr. S'eth Seidel -

The story ofDi: Seth David 
Seidel actually took a few tums 
before he realized his goal, to 
have a "small-town practice" 
in the field of optometry. 

Dr. Seidel took over the 
practice of the late Dr. 
Abraham Gottesman in Au
gust 1987 on North Main 
Street. He recently moved to 
his new "modem facility right 
down the road at 34 Main St." 

Some background on Seth: 
he's the son of Frank and Ruth 
(Nichols) Seidel. Frank: came 
from New Jersey, Ruth was a 
native ofVennont. Frank had 
a varied career, according to 
his son, with positions as an 
auxiliary state trooper, prison 
guard, and in the construction 
business. 

He is now retired and liv
ing in Florida. He keeps an 
eye on construction as a con
sultant. 

Seth has a brother, Phillip, 
of Enfield, who was in the car 
business, and today is study
ing to be an optician. He is 
currently assisting his brother 
in his new office. Seth and 
Phillip have several step
brothers and step-sisters, with 
whom they grew up: Billy, 
James, Richie and Michael 
Tkacz, and Betty Ann 
McClosky and Mary Jane 
Steele. 

Seth grew up in Enfield 
and attended local schools, 
graduating from Enrico Fermi 

------............. milMitfon, -WiillWat Bos-
cabbages and ·tonhewo~edattheDorcester< 

kings Commumty Health Center. 
With degrees and higher 

WITH JACK REDMOND education, he was in the field 

High School in 1973. He also 
attended Enfield High School, 
where he played soccer and 
ice hockey. He recalled play
ing hockey at the Loomis 
Chaffee School in Windsor, 
their home ice, and at the 
Brainard Park in Enfield 

The future optometrist at
tended American International 
College in Springfield after 
making a decision to enter the 
medical field This decision 
wasinfluencedgreatIybytwo 
doct.<>rs (optometrists), 
Goldberg and Tishler of 
Enfield, who convinced Seth 
to enter their chosen field 

In 1977, Seth received his 
bachelor of science degree, 
and to further his career, left 
for Boston for another four 
years of study at the New En
gland College of Optometry, 
graduating in 1981. 

...... 'During his years in Bos
ton, he had various learning 
experiences outside of Bos
ton. There was a clinical iti
temship at Yale in New Ha
ven (Gesellnstitute for Child 
Development), Veteran's 
Hospital in West Haven, 
which he called "ideal learn
ing situations, seeing patients, 
I learned a lot." 

of optometry ... Dr. Seidel 
was ready, willing and able. 
His first job experience "was 
bad," he said, working only 
one day. . 

One day? 
"Yes, it did not meet my 

highly regarded ethical stan
dards." He left to decide his 
future. He tried construction 
for a time, but soon realized "I 
had obligations, eight years of 
schooling. " 

He would try again, which 
he did, wholeheartedly for six 
months in a visual clinic in 
East Hartford, a part of the 
machinist's union. The next 
two years, he divided his time 
in Trumbull, West Hartford 
andHartford, working forsev
era! eye doctors. 

Admitting "I saw no fu
ture," he decided to work with 
an optical group located in the 
West Hartford Sears store. 
This lasted eight years. 

He had at this junction of 
his career not accomplished 
what he wanted to do-"pro
vide better services ... in pri
vate practice." 

The opening came afterthe 
death of Dr. Gottesman, with 
Dr. Seidel "purchasing the 
practice on Main Street, 
which," he said, "included 
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- Meet the Town's Optometrist 

equipment, the,officeandgood 
will."Hedidnotknow the late 
Dr. Gottesman, but was fa
miliar with his reputation. 

He was now his successor, 
but, more important, he was' 
now "in his own private prac
tice." This was in August of 
1987, and the recent move to 

, new quarters in November of 
1992madethetransitioncom
plete. 

What's the old saying, "be
hind every man is a good 
woman?" Seth Seidel met that 
woman, Lynn Cimino of 
Enfield, on a camping trip. 
They dated nine long yearS, he 
said 

"1 wanted to complete col
lege, more training andintem
ship." The day of their wed
ding came Sept 11, 1983. 
When asked the date, he 
promptly said "911." He'll 
always remember. 

Lynn is the daughter of 
Joe and Barbara Cimino, who 
are well known in Enfield as 
fonner owners of the Enfield 
Dairy Pann. Lynn graduated 
from Enfield High School in 
1978. She has a brother, Joe, 
who resides in the "old fann 
house" in Enfield She has a 
sister, Lori of Ellington. 

Lynn and Seth lived in 
Springfield for two years be
fore moving to their present 
home in Ellington itl1985. 

They have two active boys, 
Benjamin and Alexander. 

Dr. Seth Seidel and biswife, Lynn, have two sons,Alexander 
and Benjamin. -

Benjamin, 8, and Alexander, League program. Benjamin is 
5, attend Center School and interestedinthecurrenthobby 
areactiveintheirtown'sLittIe Cabbages & Kings/page 13 

Epilog 
Dr. Seth David Seidel ad

mits be wanted that certain 
path to a career. It stopped 
only briefly along the way, 
then he achieved his goal. 

He was asked if he had a 
favorite saying: "Go not where 
the path may lead, go where 
there is no path, and leave a 
trail." 

Continuedfrompage 12 
of finding out all about dino
saurs, while Alexander is the 
builder in the family and en
joys "Batman." 

What does the Seidel fam
ily do on vacation? In the sum
mer its the Rhode Island 
beaches and in the winter the 
family goes skiing in snowy 
Vennont However, 'when at 
home, this concemet1 father 
"enjoys playing with ,his sons 
in their games, in addition to 
woodworking," whicllhe calls 
his main hobby. 

Examples of his, crafts
manship are evidentiOhisnew 
offices. 

Seth also related that "dur
ing my four years in Boston I 
was a faithful Red Sox fan, 
but I probably jinxed them." 
As 'for television, it's usually 
children's movies or "Home 
Improvement" for Lynn and 
Seth. 

Dr. Seidel has been active 
on the Legislature Committee 
of the Connecticut Optometric 
Society. 

When asked whom he 
most admired, he said "1 have 
met many nice people in my 
line of work," adding, "I put 

myself through college, and 
now realize -my wife's 
strength, fortitude, with care 
of the family so very impor
tant" 

His brother Phil said when 
asked about Seth, "the best," 
while receptioriist Marge 
Stoner, who also worked for 
Dr. Gottesman, called him 
"dedicated" 

As for Dr. Seidel's future, 
"I am doing ultimately what I 
wanted to do ••• the small
town practice, what I went to 
school for, and still is." 
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Eddie Robinson, 

"I can tell when it's going to rain by how 
many times the fann rooster crows." Pearls of 
wisdom from Eddie Robinson. 

Some folks retire at 55, some at 62, and so 
on. Not Eddie Robinson. He's been working 
on the same dairy farm for 63 years, come rain 
or shine, year after year. 

No retirement for this New Britain native 
and resident of Windsor Locks the past 17 
years. 

EdwardArthur Joseph Robinsonleft school 
at the age of 15 and his temporary home in 
Warehouse Point, now called the Connecticut 
State Receiving and Study Home. He went to 
work on the Suffield Dairy Fann, owned in 
those days by the late Dave McComb andMae 
(Sullivan) McComb. 

To meet Eddie is to know him (maybe?) ... 
to some, Eddie may be called an enigma, or 
maverick, but once you talk to this gentle man 
of many years (more than 75), you soon find a 
conversationist covering many subjects. As a 
friend said, ''Eddie is well educatedin worldly 
things." 

Eddie is the son of the late George and 
Mabel (Jacoby) Robinson. He has three broth
ers: Francis of West Haven, Walter, who re
sides in Horida, and a brother, Bill, who passed 
away. 

He lived as a young boy across the river, 
but admits he had no true recall of the home, 
leaving at the age of 15. 

When he left, it was the early '30s, and 

cabbages and kings 
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depression was the name of the country's 
economic conditions. He took a job at the 
fann, with room and board. However, at that 
time he said, "there were only three cows .•. 
today there's 150." 

Eddie said he worked on tobacco and as the 
fann grew, his responsibilities added up to a 
regular fann hand 

Did he ever go into the service? "No, but 
my number was one of the first picked out of 
the fish bowl in the draft before World War n 
in Washington, D.C.; but I was deferred be
cause of the fann employment." 

Down through the years, Eddie has prided 
himself on working seven days a week since 
he joined the farm, today owned and operated 
by Davetta Curtis, alongwiththe Meadowrock 
Kennels. This complex (dairy farm and ken
nels) is located on Route 75 -South Street
in Suffield 

Working full time at your age Eddie? Why 
not retire? 

"I can't sit around ..• very uncomfortable. 
I had an operation which resulted in living 
with two artificial hips." 

The kennels have been part of the fann the 
past 30 years, he said, and he worked part time 
with the animals for 10 years. 

To further explain, Eddie said, "It kilL; me 
not to work every day. I think I had two days 
off this year. Got to keep moving with the help 
of a cane. Hate it when I can't go to the farm." 

Eddie works a full day with the following 
routine. "I first feed the donkey, then the barn 
cats are fed, then pigs and sheep. Have to get 
the grain ready for the other workers, so they 
feed the cows." 

Eddie said it was Big E time, and that 
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Down on the Farm for 60 Years 

meant prize Jersey cows would be up in West 
Springfield 

Eddie has a lot of memories concerning 
this area - when Route 75, Spring Street to 
Main Street were the only paved streets in 
Vlindsor Locks. And you could buy an acre of 
land for $10. 

He remembers the time before Bradley 
Fiel~ and during the war, the day Lieutenant 
Bradiey was killed 

On a more personal side, when asked about 
bobbies, be said with a lot of affectiion, "My 
hobby is that every animal is my pet." _ 

What about vacations over the years? 
"Well, not many, but about 40 years ago 1 
traveled to Martha's Vineyard ... 1 knew it 
well in those days." 

He added, "I made a few trips to New YOtX 
. state and Pennsylvania." What about when 
your day is done at the farm. "I watch televi
sion. Always liked 'Murder She Wrote,' 'Bill 
Cosby' and the news." 

Back to the fann ... Eddie can always tell 
when it will rain. "The fann rooster crows in 
the morning. If it crows in the afternoon or 
before it sleeps, it's going to rain in three days, 
you can be sure of that, and Mark Twain wrote 
about this years ago, butIhave seen it actually 
happen." 

Eddie told of an interesting part of fann 
life. The fann has a student exchange pro
gram, whereby students from all over come to 
the fann and work. Eddie said there is a Bra
zilian girl currently there, and in the past 
students from China, Mexico, Norway and 
different states of the union. 

He said it was all in conjunction with the 
Holstein Association, which provide the names 
and countries. 

It doesn't take Eddie long to ta1k about 
serious matters, on how difficult it is forfanns 
to survive, saying, "We need to go back to the 
old days, when father/son ran the fanus, but 

Eddie Robinsonrelaxesinhisfavoritedtair. 
today is different ... need more young folks to 
become interested 

"I-believe in the 10 Commandments ... be 
calm at all times, I don't smoke or drink, once 
in a while I chew tobacco ... the Windsor 
Locks Journal ... I knew the Wallace family 
well '" I admired John F. Kennedy, he was 
bright, stood up for his rights .. _ my philoso
phy of life ... The boss (God) upstairs, be'll 
tell me when my time is up_" 

Epilog 
There you have the life and times of one 

Eddie Robinson, a man of dedication to wode, 
even after retirement age. 

A friend of Eddie said, "Interview Eddie, it 
would make a good story." The friend was so 
right, ancIit remindedme of something Charles 
Kuralt wrote recently: "It does no hann just 
once in a while to acknowledge that the whole 
countryisn 'tin flames, that there are people in 
the country besides politicians, entertainers 
and criminals." 

Eddie is one of those people. 
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Hayes Becomes Commander of American ·Legion Post 
Jerry Randle Hayes was recently installed 

as the new commander of the American Le
gion Gensi-Viola Post 26. 

The Florida native is a U.S. Anny veteran 
who served in Gennanyin the early 1960s. He 
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hasbeenamemberofthelocalpostforthepast November.l963thedeathofPresidentJohnF. 
seven years. A man.who has traveled exten- Kennedy, which for soldiers, he said, "was an 
sively and scuba 4i,,-es in the Caribbean (his unsettling time." Jerry was on active duty 
mainhobby),heis a steady employee of AT&T from 1959 to 1963, and inactive duty until 
for nearly 30 years. ' 1965, when he received his final discharge 

Jerry was born in northern Florida, in a from the service. 
place he called "south of Bonifay." He was the He retumedtoFlorida and attended Chipola 
son of the late John C. Hayes, who served in Junior College in Marianna for a year. His life 
the Army during World War IT and paid the took a quick change as he applied for airline 
supreme sacrifice in the European campaign. training at a Hartford school. He said an offer 
- Jerry said, "I was vetyyoung (only a baby), from Braniff Airlines came to late (afterleav

when my father left for overseas .o'. I really ing school) ... he had already accepted a 
didn't know him." However, he has a few position with Western Electric (now AT&T) 
pictures of his dad at home, and memories in Hartford. 
given him by his mother. Jerry's mother, In March of 1994, Jerry will have corp
Beatrice (McCullough) Hayes Revell, is now? pleted three decades with the company that 
married to Pelham S. Revell. Both are retired supplies "equipment and installation of tele
and reside in Panama City, Fla. phones to various organizations, notably SNET 

Jerry grew up in Port St. Joe, graduating and the Federal Aviation Agency." 
from the high school in the late '50s. He played Jerry's job has taken him, in addition to 
some football and basketball. Jerry has a sis- this area, to the West Coast, New York, New 
ter, Joyce Sweazy. She and her husband, Bill, Jersey, New England states, and in 1979 and 
live in Port St. Joe., 1985, made business trips to Saudi Arabia, 

Soon after high school Jerry joined the which he said, "was certainly different ... I 
Army, with stateside duty at Fort Jackson, was glad to come home." 
S.C.; ,Fort Gordon, Ga., and then he left the However, travellng in that part of the world 
states for overseas duty from Fort Dix, N.J. gave Jerry the opportunity to return to Europe 

The next stop was Gennany, which he (on his trip back home) to Belgium, Holland 
found to be "a beautiful country." When time and Greece, in addition to France. 
pennitted, Jerry traveled throughout Gennany Jerry has two SODS, JohnR. Hayes, football 
and France. He was part of an armored group, and Little Leaguer in his younger days, gradu
serving two years in Gennany. He recalled in ate of Enfield High, veteran himself of three 

years' in the Anny (two in Korea), also a 
graduate of Ohio State University. 

David R. Hayes, Enfield High graduate, is 
a volunteer fireman in Enfield (where he and 
his brother live) and a certified mechanic at 
Stevens Chevrolet in Granby. 

When it comes to hobbies for their father, 
you have to travel south, way down south to 
the warm waters of the Caribbean to islands 
called Grand Cayman, St Thomas, Barbados, 
and to a small ''beautiful'' island called Bonaire 
lying off the northern coast of Venezuela. 

Back home on weekends (football sea
son), Jerry follows the Dallas Cowboys and 
Ohio State, where he visited John to see the 
campus and games at Columbus, Ohio. Other 
television viewing is limited to news program 
on CNN, "20120 and 60 Minutes." Jerry lives 
on Hayes Road, just off South Elm. 

He joined the legion post 36 in 1986, and 
held the offices of historian and personnel 
before taking over the role of commander in 
-July of this year. This role, he said, is mainly 
"to conduct monthly meetings (third Thurs-
day of each month) and instill the importance 
of legion programs undertaken on a yearly 
basis." 

Jerry said at his installation, "It!s an honor 
to be a member of this post, and I realize 
among the 300 members, alot of veterans have 
been active for many years, since World War 
IT." 

When asked whom he most admired, he 
went back a few years to his Boy Scout days, 
naming a scoutmaster, Joel Levett, who t he 
said, "taught us the importance of moral val
ues." When he thinks of young people "they 

",' , ',I, < 

Jerry Hayes is the new commander of the 
Gensi-Viola American Legion Post 26. 

are in a hurry, they getuptighttooquick,must 
learn the importance of things (in life), as they 
grow older, something I did growing up in the 
South." 

Epilog 
Jerry Randle Hayes, new commander of 

the local American Legion, mixes his lifestyle 
(in a very controlled manner) in the business 
of AT&T, veteran affairs, and his-love for 
thrills in scuba diving, finding a beautiful and 
different world under the deep blue waters of 
the Caribbean. 
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Hale Is Active with the PTO and Ride-Safe Program 
Kathleen Rhodes Hale has as was her husband, Stephen. son of the late Murray Killen ' 

taken an active role in the pro- They were married on Aug. cabbages and Sr.andJanetKillen,wholives 
motion of bicycle safety 25, 1980, lived in East Hart- k-.ngs in town. He has five brothers:. 
through bicycle hehnet sales ford,Rock:y Hill, Windsor, and Irwin and Gary Hale, Joe and 
as a member of the Windsor currently reside in town. WITH JACK REDMOND Murray Killen Jr., and a 
Locks Elementary School Par- During Kathy's high brother, Vern Hale, who 
ent-TeachersOrganization. schoolyears,shewasamem- He worked part time at the passed away. Joe Killen, local 

The mother of two daugh- ber of the chorus, active in the Hartford Hilton as a cook, se- fireman, was a subject of Cab-
'ters, she is also treasurer of the public speaking program, and curity guard, and in 1977 bages and Kings back in No
North/South PTO, along with part time worked at the Brad- joined the ZFLORZ carpet vember 1988. 
thechainnanshipoffundrais- ley Terrace Room. In recent company in Glastonbury. He One of Stephen's hobbies 
ing (Campbell Soup labels) years, also on a part-time ba- said one of their big jobs was is "playing with the kids," 
and in charge of hospitality at sis, Kathy worked at the place the installation of carpet at the Kathy said, along with fish
the monthly meetings." "where everyone knows your Foxwood Casino in Ledyard. ing, hunting and working with 

Hospitality has to be her name" ... the Donut Kettle. Kathy and Stephen have trucks, with his wife adding, 
middle name; she's a fonner Learning her current pro- two daughters, ChristinaJean "he's mechanical inclined." 
waitress. Kathleen is a native fession as a secretary was, Hale and Aogelia Jennifer She readsalot,andenjoys TbeHaIefamily: Angelia, Stephen, Christina and Kathleen. 
of Windsor Locks, combining what she called "in the field," Hale. Christina, 7, is a second singing. This hobby began 
the role of mother, the PTO which included the job of re- grader at North Street School, when she was in the chorus at 
and full-time secretary at the ceptionist, and where she took enjoys reading, drawing, and the high school. For Kathy, 
APD (auto parts) in East up typing and computers. She watching "Full House" and vacation time may mean a trip 
Granby the past eight years. has worked at Hartford Build- "Saved by the Bell" ontelevi- to Vennont for a family re-

Better known as just ing Maintenance, Lombardi sion, and also taking care of union. She and Stephen fol
Kathy, she is the daughter of Tax Consultants, Connecticut her pet parakeet, "Mickey." low the San Francisco 4gers 
Glen Rhodes and Jennie Valley Floor Co., and now at Angelia, at 3, is coming right in football and the "Discov-
Greenwood. Kathy has two APD mc. along, and as with her age ery" channel on television. 
brothers, Paula andLany, and Stephen has had his share group, enjoys "Barney and His To complete her activities, 
two sisters, Linda and Lorie. of jobs ... starting with the Friends." _ she is a member of the Windsor 

She is a 1977 grad of work program at high school Stephen Edward Hale con- Locks/Windsor Women's 
Windsor Locks High School, at Taylor-Fenn for two years. siders himself a native, the Softball League. 

More on Kathy... when 
the state legislature passed the 
bicycle hehnet law, requiring 
all children under age 12 to 
wear a helmet when riding 
their bikes on public roads, 
Kathy became chairwoman of 
the Ride-Safe Program in 
'town. 

Kathy has been active in 
the local PTOs the past four 
years, saying, "The PTOs ben
efit my girls and all the stu-

dents." 
When it comes to admira

tion, "Stephen is my best 
friend" Otherkind words were 
mentioned for her grand
mother, Lena Greenwood 

Epilog 
Kathleen Rhodes Hale is 

energetic when it comes to 
life, her children, involvement 
in the PTO, working as,'!.~ec
retary or waitress, andeveoon 
the softball field. 



THE WINDSOR LOCKS JOURNAL 

Bukowinski Family 

Ron, Sally, Andrew and 
Alan Bukowinski are a family 
that is "close ... lots of time 
(with the boys) ... vacations 
are important" and you have 
what makes this family ori
ented clique. 

Be it soccer, PTO, volun
teering at the boys' schools, 
you'l1 find Ron and Sally at 
the head of the line to help. 

Just to complete this fam
ily portrait ... Ron and Sally 
are native born and raised, and 
when the boys were asked to 
describe their father (with 
Mom's input), the word was 
"awesome." 

Ronald George 
Bukowinski is the son of the 
late George and Sophie 
(Zakrzewski) Bukowinski. 
George came from the 
Ukraine; Sophie was a Hart
ford native. Ron has a sist~r, 
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Debbie, of East Granby. retired from Hamilton, was a 
Ron is a member of the last World War IT veteran of the 

class (1972) at St. Mary's U.S. Army and member of the 
School. He graduated from the local American Legion. Ruth 
WLHS (class of 1976), where and Sally are members of the 
he played soccer and basket- American Legion Auxiliary. 
ball, was on the set crew for Ron and Sally were high 
the class musical "Hello, school sweethearts. They were 
Dolly!" married on May 10, 1980, and 

After a year at Central have lived in town ever since. 
Connecticut State University, Their son, Andrew, 10, is 
Ron'semploymentbeganwith a fifth grader at South, where 
ajobatChoice-VendHenext his favorite subject is art. He 
joined Hamilton Standard in had a year of T -ball, and is 
1977, and has been a steady now into soccer and basket
worker since, now a member ball. A member of Cub Scout 
of the Environmental Protec- Pack 201, he follows the Red 
tion Facility. Sox and Chicago Bulls, Out of 

Now the mother - sur- the mouths of babes, accord
rounded by three men. Sally ing to Andrew ... "Michael 
(Buck) Bukowinski woIkedat Jordan will come back." (You 
Hamilton for five years after ' heard it here). 
high school. She is a member . Alan, 6, is a first grader at 
of the class of 1978 and a North. Soccer and basketball 
member of the National Honor are his two sports, but he will 
Society.Sheisthedaughterof try T-ball next year. He's a 
Peter and Ruth (Venskunas) "Tiger" in the Cub program, 
Buck, who reside in town. I and when it comes to his fa
Sally has a brother, David, vorite subject, it's math. He's 
also a WLHS grad, who lives also a Bulls fan, while their 
in Tennessee with his wife, father favors the Orlando 
Gerrie, and their three daugh- Magics. 
terse '\ Television time for Alan 

Sally's father, Peter, now is "Under the Umbrella Tree," 
I and for Andrew it's "Nickel
odeon Guts." (At 5:30 p.m., I 
looked it up.) -

To go along with the boys' 
full schedule, and their par
ents', the family is into bik
ing, swimming, ice skating 
(Dad floods the baGk yard), 
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Is Active in Family Affairs 
andhe has built a tree house in 
the yard. Ron views it this 
way: "anything for the kids, 
it's what they want to do." 

Vacation time has included 
trips to the Cape, Florida -
which meant a special treat to 
Disney World, with the re
minder, "it was the boys' first 
plane trip." 

Vacations have always 
been important to these folks, 
and they "make the best of 
them." Do Ron and Sally have 
a favorite TV show? Sure, 
"Home Improvement." 

Adding to Sally's sched
ule, according to Ron and the 
boys, "Mom is the planner, 
she does it all, the domestic 
engineer, these past 10 years." 
Sally volunteers at the North 
and South school libraries, or 
as she says, "wherever they 
need me." 

Ron is assistant soccer 
coach, under our old friend 
and Yankee fan, Dave Farr. 
Ron's philosophy, when it 
comes to sports, is "have fuo, 
be good sports, win or lose, in 
the proper way." Ron is also 
an assistant den leader, plan
ning events in the Cub Scout 
program, and T -ball coach, 
and if he's at Veterans Park, 
Sally is at Reed They cover 
the boys' activities. 

When it came to admira
tion, Ron said, "My mother, in 
her own strong way, taught us 
family values." 

"Living life to the fullest" 
may be his philosophy. les 
also the way he and Sally, and 
the boys, are doing it most of 

r the time. 
Epilog 

RonandSauyBuko~ 
both agree "children are only 
lent to us." For them, filling 
their sons' lives with atten
tion, time, guidance, and al
ways mixed with love ... re
membering "love doesn't 
make the world go 'round 
Love is what makes the ride 
worthwhile." 

The Bukowinski family. 
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Sebastian DiDomenico 

Sebastian Arnold 
DiDomenico Jr ... '. (I know) 
thatto his many friends, bowl: 
ing andgolfpartners, andfam-' 
ily, he is better known ~ just 
·"Nono:' 

He said "the youngest boy 
in the family is usually given 
the name of No no," an Italian 
tradition. He added, "The cor
rect spelling? Could be Nono 
or Nano." They decided to 
stick: to Nono. . 

That's only a small part'of 
the man's friendly and quiet 
personality. He served a tour 
of duty in Korea, worked on 
trucks, and was active on the 
bowling lanes and behind the 
scenes at Bradley Bowl for 
more than a quarter of a cen
tury.-

Today, Nono is assistant 
manager at bowling alley un
der Red Bumham, a Cabbages 
and -Kings interviewee back 
in November 1991. 
: He got his start as a native 
of Hartford, raised on Front 
Street (now Columbus Boule
vard), the son of the late 
Sebastian and Josephine 
(Gozzo) DiDomenico. Nono's 
father came-from Italy; his 
mother grew up in the capital 
city. ~ono has a brother, Paul, 
now retired and living in 
Elmwood. . 

Nono graduated from 
Hartford Public High School 
'in 1953, where he played bas
ketball and was member of 
the cross-country team. Dur
ing his youth he worked on 
cars, mostly racers, where he 
learned the trade ofmechanic. 
In addition, he worked at a 
print shop and at his cousin's 
gas station. . 

Soon after high school, Jte 

cabbages and kings 
WllH JACK REDMOND 

j~ined the U.S. Marine COIpS, most of those years he worked 
serving from March 1954 to part time at Bradley Bowl, first 
March 1957. Boot camp was under Tom Fahey and then 
at Camp Lejeune, N.C., which' Mr. Burnham. He's still at 
he remembers ''was tough." Bradley and said, "only one. 

Looking back at that time job ... I feel retired." 
of his life, he said he feels "all - Laura is the daughter of 
young men should experience the late Charles and Alice
a few years of service to their (Evans) 'Shanahan, who came 
country." Advanced infantry from Hartford. She came from 
training meant a trip to the a large family of four sisters 
West Coast and eventually a and four brothers. The sisters 
boat'ride to Korea, near the are Betty, Alice and Dorothy, 
end of the conflict.' all in Windsor Locks, with 

\ Nonowas a member of an , Susan in- New Haven. Her 
amphibious tractor team, brothers are Robert of 
which took him to landings in Poquonock, James of East 
Korea, with additional duty in Hartford, Charles and Carl 
Japan and Okinawa. (twins) residing in East 

RetumingtoHartfordfrom Granby. 
overseas, and soon to be dis- Laura and Nono have four 
charged, Nonodatedhis class- children: three girls, Donna, 
mate, Laura Shanahan, whom Laura and Karen, and one son, . 
he had met in school. After a Mark. 'Ibeyallgraduatedfrom 
few months of civilian life, WLHS. 
they were married on Oct 30, Donna lives in Vennont 
1957. They lived in Hartford, with her four children and her 
EastHartfordandPoquonock:, husband, Steven Cabral. Laura 
and in 1965 moved to their resides in town~ and is em
present Windsor Locks home. ployed at Rockbestos. Karen 

Back to Nono's employ- is married to Alec 
mentrecord ... you really have Novakowski. They have two 
to say his double employment children, ana she is employed 
record. This is a man who has at theSt Mruy's Credit Union. 
heldtwojobsmostofhisadult Mark, at ,home, works for 
life. His first job was with a Nabisco. . 
Ford agency as a mechanic. When it comes to listing 
For the next 27 years, Nono Nono's hobbies, you have to 
'was a mechanic for Wooster start with fishing a lot, years 
Express but when it moved to ago, plus camping trips with 
Massachusetts, he was out of the family. He played some 
a job. . softball, but bowling is his 

Next he worked for main hobby. He's been at it 
Holmes Express and it, too, for more than 30 years. 
went out of business., During , Nono is a Yankee/R~dSox 
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- Marine, Mechanic and Bowler 

fan (there are some folks like 
that), but admits that he cheers 
for the stadium team when the 
Sox come to New Yolk City. 
He does watch sports on TV, 
when his schedule pennits. 

Speaking of televisio, he 
remembers when the bowling 
tournament was televiseddur-
ing the week and then eventu- .' ,_-
ally moved to national TV on '-" 
ABC Wide World of Sports 
on Saturdays. Asked for a 
name of his favorite bowler ( 
over the many years, he said 
"the best, a lot of class, Earl 
Anthony." 

Nono has bowled in many 
tournaments, played in and 
watched along with Laura. 
Nono has hadtwo 299 games. 
He still canholdhis own, sport
ing a 200 average the past two 
years. Laura said he has loads 
of trophies at home to remind 
him of past glory days on the 
lanes. 

He is a member of the Kof 
C Golf League at Airways. 
Nono joinedthekoights when 
he was a young Marine in 
NorthCarolina.Hettansferred Sebastian 'Nono' DiDomenico at Bradley Bowl. 

, to Hartford, then tothelocalK 
of C Council 26. 

When asked who he most 
admired, Nonosaid, "As a kid 
growing up, I admired a gentle
man, Mr. Paul Gilberto, now 
in his 90s, living in Rocky 
Hill. He taught me family val-
ues. 

Epilog _ 
Sebastian... yes, I ~ow 

Nono, but his full name has a 
ring, sounds like an Italian 
singer. 

But Nono has filled his life 
in another way ••. "a bani 
wolker," according to Laura. 
He is a man who worked two 
jobs with plenty of bowling, 
now golf, and was apart of the 
tradition of the Marine CoIps. 

Ifyoucouldnametwohall
marks of No no, one would be 
his friendly attitude, and the 

, other, when he says "every
one is equal." 
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Dan and Sue Riley 

"I used to beat Dan (in Dan switched to police work 
races) ... until we were mar- cabbages and :with the local department for 
ried." Sue matching her run- k.-ngs a five-year period, serving 
Ding career with Dan. under chiefs James Whitten 

Dan Riley: 22: 17 WITH JACK REDMOND and Bernard Kulas. 
Sue Riley: 22:57 He again switched careers 
That's the time this hus- HeattendedbothBulkeley by gaining experience as an 

band and wife running team and Bloomfield high schools. electrician and working with 
finishedinlastmonth'sDexter HeplayedfootballatBulkeley, several contractors, which 
Dash 5K race. receiving his high school di- eventually led to his own busi-

Sue said, "1 usually beat ploma during his Navy years. ness three years ago. Dan is 
Dan," but not this time for Dancomesfromabigfam- now a union electrician with 
these town residents. They are ily: a brother, Mike, and sis.. Loca135 in Hartford 
members of the Manchester ters Eileen, Pat, Marion and In 1972, he joined the 
Silk City Striders, foot-race Kathleen. Wmdsor Locks Volunteer Fire 
enthusiasts. In August of 1965, he en- Department and served more 

Some background on Dan tered the U.S. Navy, with boot than 20 years under Chiefs 
and Sue ... he's a Hartford camp at Great Lakes, m., fol- Bill Reilly, Jack Colli, Ray 
native,Sue(Westbrook)Riley lowedbyextensivedutyalong Ouellette and Joe LaPierre. 
is from Altoona, Penn., an in- the East Coast as part of a Dan "made a lot of good 
dustrial city 80 miles from destroyer crew. There were friends, while in the depart-
Pittsburgh. stops in South Carolina, Vir- ment," he said 

They met as members of gioia, Florida and Rhode Is- Sue and Dan have lived in 
theSilkCityrunners,buttheir land Windsor Locks since their 
lives before that meeting were Hedidmentionafewtrips wedding. Sue comes from 
far from any 5K-or marathon -overseastotheMediterranean Altoona, the daughter of Paul 
foot race that they both have Sea, with leave in southern and Edna (Boyer) Westbrook. 
participated in, mostly by the Europe and the Middle East . Mr. Westbrook is now retired 
woman named Sue. Back clo~r to the .states, from the post office and keeps 

She is a music teacher, . he had duty m the <:anbbean busy as -a volunteer in the 
Dan, fonner police and fire- S~a. The .fonner SIgnalman Altoona Train Museum. 
manintown hashisownelec: Said, looking back to those They still reside in that 
tricalservi~,called"D.Ri1ey ye~. (19~5-69), "it was an area. Sue has a sister, Linda, 
Electrical." excltmg time for a young who lives in Lebanon, Penn. 

Growing up, Dan lived in man." . She graduated from 
Hartford and West Hartford, After discharge from the Altoona High School in 1967 
the son of Charles and Mary service and a fe~ odd jobs in and went on to pursue her 
(Kapustinsky) Riley. thefirealanneqUlpmentfield, musical talents at Penn State. 

Shemajoredinmusic, and was 
a chorus member and organ 
player, as she was in high 
school. In 1971, as a new 
graduate of college, she found 
limited job openings in her 
home state. 

She hadneverbeen to New 
England She came to Con
necticut, applied to the Uni
versity of Connecticut for her 
master's degree, which she 
obtained in 1977, and also 
wolked as a teacher in South 
Windsor. Today, Sue is music 
teacher at the high school and 
niddle school in South 
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Mix Running, Music and Work 

Brad, Dan and Sue Riley are often on the run. 

Windsor. of the Silk Otyclub. He started 
She and Dan have three running in 1986, saying, "I 

children: Christine,DanJr. and wanted to lose some weight, I 
Brad Christine is married to did and met alot ofni.ce folks, 
Ray Greci, and they live in in addition to my wife Sue." 
Enfield with their daughter, Suehasbeenrunningformore 
Nicole.DanJr.livesinEnfield than 20 years and has partici
and works with his father. patedinfivemarathons:Stam
Christine and Dan are gradu- ford, Middletown and East 
ates of Windsor Locks High Lyme,andinAibanyandLong 
School. Island 

BradShoenfeltis an eighth Dan was in the East Lyme 
grader at the Windsor Locks race. Today, they both run in 
Middle School, where he plays the master's division: 40 to 49 
the alto saxophone in the in years. They agreed, "the 
school band On the sports Dexter Dash was well orga
scene, he is a member of the 
soccer, baseball and basket-
ball teams. 

Outside of school, Brad 
was an All-Star in Little 
League and a member of the 
sixth grade basketball team 
thatplayedin Maryl.and He is /! 
a big Pittsburgh Pirate base- . 
ball fan, remembering where 
his mother came from. 

In addition, Brad, along 
with Sue and Dan, enjoy bik
ing. In the summer they biked 
up Mount Washington in 40-
degree weather with back 
packs. 

Back to the runners in the 
family. Dan is vicepresident 

nized, we were very im
pressed." 

Sue was asked for a few 
choice words to describe Dan. 
"If I had to pick a few words, 
he has a good sense of hu
mor." Dan, on the other hand, 
saidhis wife "is always cheer
ful and has a way of accepting 
everyone." . 

Itisn 't importiUltwho wins 
or comes in ahead, they both 
have run the good race. They 
have a good mix of running. 
music and the world of elec
tricity. 
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Viola Willey Gets High Marks 
Viola Donofrio Willey bas 

known sorrow and laughter in 
her life. However, with Viola 
laughter has always been the 
hallmark of her life. ' 

And, it's been quite an ac
tive life + •• now as a widow 
and grandmother of four. She 
was a big band singer in the 
, 40s and '50s, worked at Fuller 
Brush, Hamilton Standard, 
Traveler's and fora company 
called Poly-Choke, where she 
spent 20 years. 

All told, Viola worked 35 
years, and is now retired. She 
maintains that same hearty 
laugh, and would you believe 
is known locally on the radio 
dial? More OD that later. 

Today, Viola is active at 
the Windsor Locks Senior 
Center, where was picked 
"volunteer of the month" re
cently. 

She has a weekly routine 
that includes cards, Bingo, 
shopping, and at home knit
ting and crocheting. , 

The end results are an 
afghan and children's cloth
ing. 

Better known as just Vi, 
she was born in Hartford, the 
daughter of the late Vincent 
and Frances (Tomassino) 
Donofrio. Vincent andFrances 
met and married in their na
tive country of Italy, near 
Naples. Vincent came to the 
states before Frances to work 
on a bridge to be built in New 
Jersey. 

Two of their sons were 
born in Italy; 13 other chil
dren were born in the states, 
making it. 10 boys and five 
girls. Vi ~d three brothers 
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and a sister have survived ... 
George of Hartford, Dominick 
ofWilsoD, Jimmy of Windsor 
Locks and Patricia of Enfield. 

Vi and her,late husband, 
Horace Willey, who originally 
came from Delaware, were 
married on Jan. 31, 1942. A 
week later, Horace was in the 
uniform of the U.S. Army. 
During his stateside training, 
Vi visited him in North Caro
lina 

Horace was soon shipped 
overseas to Italy, where he 
was awarded the PotpIe Heart 
for action during the Salerno 
campaign. 

Horace returned to Vi in 
1944, discharged due to inju
ries received in Italy. Locally, 
he was a member of the VFW 
and the Hartford Police Aux
iliary. 

'He had a full career with 
the city of Hartford and the 
state of Connecticut ... 25 
years with the Meter Division 
of the police and with the state 
~pruunentofTransportation 

Mr. Willey passed away in 
1991. 

Vi and Horace had two 
daughters, Ellen and Janice. 
Ellen is married to Peter Prell, 
and they have two children, 
Joseph and Carla. Mr. Preli 
was a Cabbages and Kings 
interviewee in January 1992. 

Janice is married to Gary 
Laurito. They have two chil
dren, Corey and Gina. Gary 
also was an interview back in 

September 1977. Both the 
Prell and Laurito families live 
in town. 

Vi and Horace lived most 
of their married life in the 
Hartford area, moving to 
Windsor Locks in 1990. It 
didn't take long for Vi to be
come involved in the senior 
center. 

But lees go back a few 
years ... Horace and Vi met 
when one of her brothers 
(John) introduced them, while 
he and Horace were members 
of an orchestra, during the big 
band era. Vi later would be
come a member of the band as 
lead singer. 

Today, she stills sings at 
weddings. Her favorite song 
(also her husband's) is "You 
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Made Me Love You." 
Vi's schedule today is a 

full one, by any standard It 
includes cards on Monday, 
setback league in West Hart
ford on Tuesday, shopping 
(any day with her daughter 
and granddaughters), Bingo on 
Sundays in Massachusetts, and 
television viewing ofmyster
ies, comedies and the soap 
opera "General Hospital." 

When the television is on, 
she is working: knitting and 
crocheting, mostly for 
ctrildrren'sclothes,forfurther 
disposition by the senior cen
ter. She has taken a few trips 
with the seniors to Atlantic 
City and Foxwoods. 

A few years back, Vi, who 
is also a steady listener to the 
radio, would tune in to a local 
station (WKSS-FM) for one 
of its jokes of the week. Over 
the years, Vi would call and 
her usual response was her 

trademark, a hearty and whole
some laugh. 

First, she was known as 
the "Laugher of East Hart
ford," and as soon as she 
moved to town, they gave her 
the label of "Laugher of 
Windsor Locks." The an
nouncer for the station is well
known in this area, Gary Craig. 

With Vi, you are only a 
laugh away, she believes. 
"Laughter makes you young 
and is the best medicine." 

Ellen, her daughter who 
sat in on the interview, was 
asked for one word to describe 
her mother- "fabulous." 

How about admiration 
from Vi? She said, "My 
mother, she brought up 15 
children ... she held the fam
ily together." 

Epilog 
Viola Donofrio Willey, 

with that constant smile and 
tell-tale laugh, has accepted 

Viola Willey 
the best of life's highs and 
lows. 

It's only fitting to quote 
these famous words ... "There 
are three things which are real; 
God, human folly and laugh
ter. The first two are beyond 
our comprehension, so we 
must do what we can with the 
third." 



THE WINDSOR LOCKS JOURNAL 
TownsPeople 

Tom Skinner and His Family 

The Skinner family 
doesn't have too much idle 
time, not with their schedule 
calling for hockey games 
around the state for Peter, flag 
football on Sundays and work 
at Hamilton for Tom, her 
Town Hall position - that's 
Karen - and the recent les
sons on learning to skate for 
the younger Katherine. 

Tom, the father, Karen the 
mother, and their two chil
dren, Peter and Katherine, 
make up the family, with a 
father who "likes to make 
people laugh." You can't beat 
that combination in today's 
changing world 

But first, before hockey 
and football, some facts on 
dad. Thomas Albert Skinner 
is the man with the goatee, 
making him readily observed 
in any crowd 

He is the son of Kenneth 
andLouise (Downoritz) Skin
ner of Windsor Locks. Ken 
came from Bolton; Louise is a 
Manchester native. Tom had 
plenty of family growing up 
with three brothers, David, 
Paul and Jimmy ,and three sis
ters, Cheryl, Gharlene and 
Holly. 

TomwasbominManches
ter, with the family moving to 
Windsor Locks when he was 
3. He attended local schools, 
graduating from high school 
in 1972. He played freshman 
soccer, and by the time he was 

" a senior, the football program 
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was just starting. Tom worked 
during those highschool years 
in Suffield at a restaurant 
called Black Dog Tavern. 

After high school he con
tinued to work at the restau
rant, first as.a cook and then in 
charge of the kitchen. How
ever, in 1975, due to the long 
hours, he decided to find other 
employment. He worked at 
Montgomery in town, the 
Stevens Paper Mill in 
Poquonock, Rockbestos in 
East Granby and then "re
ceivedmy first break," he said. 

The break was the first 
machinist course at the high 
school, sponsored by 
Hamilton Standard After 16 
weeks of training, Tom was 
hired in July 1979 and is still 
with the Hamilton facility. 

Now for some personal 
notes on Karen. She is the 
daughter of Don and Carol 
(DeGray) Mackey, who were 
featured in a Cabbages and 
Kings interview in August. 

~nandherfamilylived 
in Windsor, moving to 
Windsor Locks when she was 
a year old She has three broth
ers: David, Dennis and 
Donald Karen is a 1975 gradu
ate ofWLHS. She was on the 
fieldbockey and swim teams. 

After graduation, she 

worked at Sweet Life in 
Suffield for eight years, until 
Peter was born. She was em
ployed by Leary & Fahey ... 
Katherine was born ... then 
the Windsor Locks Public Li
braryuntil she went to work at 
the Town Hall two years ago 
as accounts payable clerk, with 
other duties which include the 
assessor's office. 

Karen was a CCD teacher 
at St. Mary's for four years, 
was involved in PTO student 
picl!1res and in arts and crafts. 

How did she and Tom 
meet? Karen was a friend of 
Tom's sister, Charlene, who 
introducedthemin 1975. They 
weremarriedonMay20, 1977, 
and lived in Warehouse Point, 
moving to town in 1979. 

Now for the hectic-at
times schedule of the Skinner 
family. Their oldest is Peter, 
10, a fifth grader at South El
ementary School. he has been 
a hockey player with the 
Northern Connecticut Hyers 
for the past five seasons. Tom 
said, "The season runs from 
August to April with games 
over three states ... as farsouth 
as West Haven to Brattleboro, 
Vt." , 

Peter's schedule includes 
soccer. He has played in the 
town 'sLittIe League program 
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for three years. When it comes 
to spectator sports, Peter's fa
vQrite players sound like a ' ~',' 
Who's Who ... Michael Jor- : 
dan, Wayne Gretzky and Jose 
Canseco. He roots for the San 
Francisco 4gers and the Oak
land A 's. Peterplays the drums 
and finds the time to read a lot. 

Katherine, 5, inkindergar
ten at North Street School, has 
taken dance lessons, is into 
soccer and will "learn to 
skate," according to her dad, 
at Enfield 's Twin Rinks. Does 
she want to play hockey some 
day? "Ifshe wants too," added 
her dad Katherine is a mem
ber of the Daisy Girl Scout 
program. Tom Skinner is joined by his wife, Karen, and children 

When it comes to hobbies, Katherine and Peter. 
if Tom is not at a Sunday flag 
football game, he'll probably 
be riding his motorcycle. He 
received his first bike after 
graduation from high school, 
and weather pennitting, rides 
it to work. 

He is also into golf and 
fishing, and when he was 
younger, he played a lot of 
softball. He's a Dallas Cow
boy footbill fan. _The family 
hobby is camping, usually in 
Rhode Island, Massachusetts 
orVennont. 

, The big treat for the family 
i was a trip to Disney World in 
, Florida. In the summer the 
, family takes in many hours of 

swimming in the backyard 
pool that Tom built He joined 
the Knights of Columbus two 
years ago. 

For the past eight years 

Tom has been active in the 
Windsor Locks Men's Flag 
Football League as a referee. 
He said, ''The games are on 
Sundays (9 a.m. to 2 p.m. ) at 
Veteran's Park, August to 
December. There are seven 
teams from the Windsor Locks 
area, New Britain, East 
Windsor and Tariffville .. . 
with three games played .. . 
there are eight men on a team, 
in this special type of touch 
football, players going for the 
flags on players in order for 
the play to stop." 

On a more personal side, 
Tom is a man "who likes to 
make people laugh," accord
ing to Karen. When asked 
whQp1 Tom most admired, he 
said, "A man who certainly 
over the years made people 

laugh ... Red Skelton, who 
also was a man who was sin-
cere." 

Karen admired her late 
grandmother, Dorothy 
DeGray, "a patient lady who 
always had a good word to say 
for everyone." 

Epilog 
Tom Skinner is a family' 

man who has been sports
minded on the local scene for 
years. He's a gentle man with 
a very distinguished goatee. 
But more so aman who enjoys 
a good laugh. 

The following words 
would bring approval from 
Tom ..• "I am peISuaded that 
every time a man smiles, but 
much more so when he laughs, 
it adds something to this frag
ment of life." (L. Sterne) 
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Walter Gale Keeps Running, 
"I love the competition." 
Walter Thomas Gale was 

interviewed the day after the 
New York City Marathon. 
This yearly event, watched by 
millions on television and the 
streets of the Big Apple, was 
not on his agenda. He was 
more interested in running the 
10-mile Apple Festival Run 
in Simsbury. 

The Vennont native, fa
ther of three and a grandfather 
now in his 60s, has been run
ning the good race the past 12 
years, something he decided 
on "to stay in shape." 

Walt has won his share of 
running events (for him a 
weekly ritual) be it in 
Manchester, Middletown, 
I>efby,orMassachusetts,and 
yes, even in Windsor Locks. 

He was in the Dexter Dash 
5KRace, withatimeof20.55. 
He had the best time of all the 
Windsor Locks entries. 

Walt grew up in Barre, Vt, 

four miles south of the state 
capital in Montpelier. 

He was one of 10 children 
of the late Burt and Sadie 
(Haddican) Gale. Mr. Gale 
was a native of Barre; Mrs. 
Gale was born on an island off 
the coast of Maine called 
Finalhaven. 

The family home was "in 
the back woods" where they 
raised a few cows, turkeys and 
some mink. Walt said, "There 
was always things to do on the 
fann." 

He played basketball for 
his high school (Spaulding) 
and said, "I loved to ski and I 
feel I was born with a pair of 
skis on." 

W altdidnot graduate with 
his class (he received his di
ploma years later in Hartford) 
because he entered the service 
with the U.S. Annyin the win
ter of 1949. 

He served until 1953, with 
more than three ye~ in Ger-

cabbages and kings 
WITH JACK REDMOND 

many. With World War II 
over, he found Gennany still 
"all bombed out" 

He was a member of the 
FustMilitary Police Division, 
traveling all over Gennany as 
driver for the provost mar
shal. 

Looking back to those 
years, he said, "It was a great 
job ... no KP or guard duty. 
He did manage to see the 
beauty of Paris and said he 
witnessed the famed "Passion 
Play." 

With his discharge from 
the service, W altcame to Con
necticut. 

His fatherhadsoldthe fann 
and came here to find work. 
He did, at Pratt & Whitney, 
from which he eventually re
tired Like father, like son ... 



Even After Retirement 
They have a son, Brian, 

almost 2 years old Shawn 
played football at the high 
school, andis a 1982 graduate 
of Bryant College. He is cur-

Wal,t, only after two weeks of rently contract manager at 
leisure, also went to work at Dow-UTin Wallingford. 
P&W, retiring in December" Sheela (WLHS '83), re
of 1992. sides inWbiteHall, N.Y., with 

, He actually had his first her husband, Scott Martel, an 
retirement in 1987, but was electronic technician. She 
called back to set up a training works in Glen Falls as a dental 
program at Manchester Com- technician. 
munity College. Sharon (WLHS '85) is a 

During his 38 years at 1989 University of Connecti
P&W, Walt was a supervisor cut graduate. She was on the Walter Gale 
of the machine shop, working swim team, as wa,s Sheela at 
in engineering and quality as- the Raider school. Middletown race (ages 50-59) 
surance.Lookingback:atthose Sharon lives in Agawam, hecameinfirst.Hedecidedto 
years, he said, ''P&W was al- with her husband, Steve Geib, compete more. 
ways good to me." who also works at NCCI. She Last year, Walt won the 

The college work brought . is a physical therapist. Manchester race (ages 60-69 
him a "lot of satisfaction," and Their proud dad offered group). His home is now filled 
he has received many letters thesewordsofpraise ... "(We) with trophies from his races. 
from fonner students thank- have three of the greatest kids." He intends to add to the col-
ing him for his help in training On a local level, Walt is a lection. 
for various jobs, which in- fonner member of the Lions - In July of 1994, Walt will 
cludedreading and writing, as and Knights of Columbus. travel to Bridgeport to run in 
future employees of the air- Although retired, he is into theSeniorOlympicGames(60 
craft company. woodwork around the house, and older) to qualify for the 

Walt met his future bride, spends the wintermonths ski- 1995 senior event to be held in 
Patricia (Reed) Gale, by way ing (a family sport) and is still Texas. 
of introduction-by her cousin, active on the hills. - He was asked whom he 
who worked at P&W. Pat and Walt are also into most admired? He said, "John 

Pat is the daughter of the dancing. They have traveled· F. Kennedy, who was always 
late Eddie Reed, who retired on vacation to Vancouver, apositiveperson, sure of what 
from Royal Typewriter. her BritishColumbia,andacruise he was saying, backed up what 
mother, Delia Reed, cel- in the Panama Canal area. he said." 
ebrated her 91st birthday in Pat was active in the South- Any favorite saying of the 
November. She also retired west School PTO when their late president? "No," Walt 
from Royal, and resides with children were younger, and said, ''but one of my father ... 
Pat and Walt. the CCD classes at St. Robert 'how good you think you are, 

Pat graduated from Hart- Bellannine. there is always someone (a 
ford Public High School. She Walt said his wife's true little) better'." That's prob
workedatAetnaandcurrently hobby lies in her ability in ably why Walt said, "I love 
is at NCe!. painting pictures. the competition (in'running)." 

Pat and Walt were married Back to Walt's running Hehasprovenheisbetterthan 
on Sept. 25, 1954, and lived in career. Each week he finds a lot of runners his age or 
Hartford before moving to himself at some event. younger. 
Windsor Locks in 1957. This is how it all started It beats sitting in the old 

They have three children: Twelve years ago he joined a rocking chair, anytime. 
Shawn, Sheela and Sharon. health club in Windsor, which Editor's Note: Walt Gale 
Shawn (WLHS '78), lives in he attended after work. He finishedfourth in the Thanks
Windsor with his wife, Linda would first drive there, then giving Day Manchester Road 
(Cheney) Gale, a native of take his bike, and decided the Race with a time of 33:33. 
Manchester. best way was to jog. In a (Men's Division ages 60-69) 
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Redmond Leaves·Politics Behind, 

By Mark Jahne 
Associate Editor 

There are more sides to 
Jack Redmond than the one 
seen here in the Journal each 
week. 

The author of the popular 
"Cabbages and Kings" col
umnhas also been active else
where in the community. 

But~ with his 71st birthday 
coming up on Christmas Eve, 
he's decided to take it a little 
easy for a change. 

Mr. Redmond recently 
stepped down after five years 
of service on the Fire Com
mission, three of them as its 
secretary. 

His past and present in
volvements have included ser
vice on the Zoning Board of 
Appeals and the North Cen
tral Tourism Bureau. 

He also was a Little Le ague 
coach. 

'~My wife and 1 have been 
volunteers over at Bradley" 
International Airport's infor
mation booth every Friday 

afternoon, Mr. Redmond said 
He likes helping people, and 
enjoys seeing the occasional 
celebrity who passes through 
the airport. 

Mr. Redmond was born 
and raised in New Haven. He 
lived in California for a few 
years, then moved to Indiana 
for another five before return
ing to Connecticut. 

He worked for Combus
tion Engineering, not far from 
his Pershing Drive home. 

Enjoyed Service 
He particularly has en

joyed his time on the Fire 
Commission. 

"It's been a great experi
ence, especially dealing with 
the town's budget process," 
he said He was also pleased 
because everyone worked to
gether. 

"There's no politics on the 
Fire Commission." 

Mr. Redmond praised the 
men and women who belong 
to the volunteer fire depart
.ment. 
< "I've always foundthe fire 
department itself has a great 
group of firefighters ... when 
the bell goes off, they're 
ready." 

He loves sports, and played 
hockey and softball when he 
was younger. 

Mr. Redmond's home is 
full of photos, some 
autographed, offamous sports 
, andentertainmentstarsinclud
ing Carl Yastrzemski, Jim 

Rice, Angela Lansbury and 
Jackie Gleason. 

He attends the Greater 
Hartford Open golf tourna
mentfaithfullyeveryyear, and 
has all of the badges to prove 
it 

'<'1 had occasion to meet 
and talk to Sammy Davis Jr.," 
who for many years was the 
celebrity name behind the 
tournament. 

Loves Writing 
But it is his journalism 

which has brought him into 
the homes of so many people. 
His passion for writing is evi
dent in the study where he 
woIks. The wallpaper is de
signed to look like pages from 
a newspaper. 

The first Cabbages and 
Kings was written May 1, 
1975. "The late Fire Chief Bill 
Reilly was my first one," said 
Mr. Redmond 

Since then, more than 840 
have appeared in the J oumal. 
And this summer he began 
writing a column on Simsbury 
people for publication in one 
of the Journal's sister news
papers, the Simsbury News. 

Every one of his efforts is 
carefully filed away in note
books. 

"In all the years, I only 
missed three weeks - and 
two weeks it was because they 
left out the column" for some 
reason. The other time was 
when he was in Europe. 

The Redmonds love to 
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But Not Journalism 

Jack Redmond sits at the typewriter he uses to write his weekly Cabbages and Kings 
feature for the Journal. 

travel. In addition to Europe, 
they have visited Florida, Rio 
de Janiero, Australia, New 
Zealand and Tahiti. 

"I've always wanted to 
write,"Mr. Redmond said He 
studied journalism in college. 

Different People 
His interviews have in

cluded the famous, such as ' 
fonner Hartford Whaler Ron ' 
Francis, and the not so famous. 
Politicians, local coaches, and 
people of all kinds of back
grounds and experiences have 
been profiled in Cabbag~s and ' 

Kings. 
Mr. Redmond is especially 

enthusiastic about an upcom
ing column on a local man 
who immigrated from Ger
many many years ago. He 
learned that the man served in 
the German Army during 

Staff Photo by Mark Jahne 

World War n and was taken 1 

prisoner by the Allies. 
"It's a great town, Wmdsor 

Locks. The people are great 
and very cooperative." He 
added, "I've been in so many 
homes in town. It's been a 
great experience." 

Mr. Redmond joked that 
his experience has been like 
the oft-televised holiday 
movie, "It's a Wonderful 
Life." But it has been, and he 
enjoys every bit of it. 
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Ted Mantel World War and 

Ted Mantel knows war, as 
~ soldier and POW. In peace 
tune, he came to America, the 
second time as pennanentresi
dent. 

B. Theodor Mantel was 

Ted, Hedi and Susan Mantel. 

cabbages and 
kings 
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of his life. His father, a career 
soldier in the Gennan Army, 
came from a coal-mining fam
ily~ He was a veteran of World 
War I and would again serve. 

Ted's high school educa
tion was interrupted in 1942 
by the war. He completed a 
special course in 1947 at the 
University of Munich, stud
ied law in the '50s in Munich 
and completed studies at the 
University of Muenster. 

However, before these 
events took place, Ted 
Mantel's story would take a 
different tum. 

In June of 1942, be was 

born in the middle '20s, grew 
up in n~nhwestem Gennany 
(the city of Muenster in 
Westphalia). 

In 1934, young Ted, with 
his parents, sister Rita and 

drafted into the Gennan La
bor Service, and that October, 
drafted into the GennanAnny. 
He served in an infantry engi
neer platoon, then a combat 
engineer battalion. In July, 
1944,soonaftertheNormandy 
invasion, Ted recalls "we were 
surrounded by tanks and 
trucks. I was a prisoner of war, 
and quickly transferred to 
England and then Scotland." 

In September, he and other 
prisoners (200,000 Gennans 
and 100,000 Italians) were part 
of a convoy of 50 ships, next 
stop New York City. 

After a three-day railroad 
trip via Chicago, Ted was in 
Texas. He said the main camp 
was called Camp Swift. HI was 
overwhelmed with America. I 
was only 20 at the time." 

brother Ansgar, moved to Ber
lin, and life would never be' 
the same. His family would 
live in the commencement of 
historic events that would 
change the world, as Germany 
was being organized and pro
pagandized by Hitler to wage 
war against the world. 

Ted's story begins with 
memories of the '30s, remem
brance as a school boy hear
ing the "government-con
trolled radio and press," and 
how "the Catholic Church 
(presented) its view with pa
pers distributed in an under
ground fashion." 

He was the son of the late 
Theodor and Maria Mantel. 
Ted said his father was a 
"staunch Catholic and had (no 
use) for the Nazi Party," al
though he was a soldier most 

How was the treatment in 
camp? "Fair," he said, "we 
worked in the rice fields, quite 
an experience." 

In May 1945, he was sent 
to Charlestown, Ind., where 
about 1,000POWsworkedin 
construction of a rocket pow
der plant being built by 
Dupont. In August, after VJ 
Day, the next stop was Fort 
Knox,Ky. 

Ted acted as interpreter for 
the Gennans and Americans, 
his high school English prov
ing helpful. "English was man
datoryin the German schools," 
he said. His next camp move 
was to Fort Eustis, Va., and at 
the recommendation of the 
American company com
mander, be attended demo-

Continued to page 19 
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New Life in America 

Continued from page 18 
cratic re-education courses. 

In the spring of 1945, Ted 
was repatriated back to Ger
many and in May, he was dis
charged from a POW camp 
near Munich. 

His comment at war's end 
... "Thank God, it's over. I 
was worried about my family 
back home, I later found out 
the sad news, my mother had 
died in 1945." 

Ted lived in Munich from 
May 1946 to 1955. He studied 
law, but was uncertain of his 
career. "With the Gennan 
economyutterIy destroyed and 
his education unfinished, I 
accepted a job with the U.S. 
Army and Air Force units as 
interpreter. " 

Ted decided to emigrate to 
the United States (February of 
1957) with his sister, Rita 

hold work:. 
She became a registered 

nurseandworkedinherhome
land and Switzerland. During 
the period of 1961-65, Hedi 
was a nurse at St. Francis Hos
pital in Hartford. 

Ted and Hedi were mar
ried on Thanksgiving Day 
1960. They returned to 
America and settled in Con-

I necticut. They lived in Hart
ford before moving to Windsor 
Locks in June 1962. 

Ted had joined the Hart
ford Insurance Group in March 
1957, and retired after 32 
years. He attended the Uni
versity of Hartford nights, 
earning a bachelor of science 
degree in business adminis
tration. 

In 1965, their daughter Su
san was born. Susan Christine 
Mantel attended local schools, 

Donnelly, ~ and brother, 
Ansgar. Rita is a bookkeeper 
and lives in Palm Beach Gar
dens, Fla., with her retired 
husband, Walt Donnelly, an 
Army veteran of World War 
II. Ansgar, a retired accoun
tant, lives the winter months 
in Guelph, Ontario, Canada, 
and the summers in Vermont, 
just north of Stowe. His wife, 
Eva, died in 1991. 

Ted returned to Germany 
to visit his sick father in the 
hospital, where he met his fu
ture bride, Hedwig "Hedi" 
Lorenz. She was a native of 
Neisse/Silesia (then in Ger
many, now Poland). As a nurse 
in Berlin, Hedi had taken care 
of Ted's father during his fi
nal years. Mr. Mantel died in 
1955. 

Hedi was the daughter of 
the late Joseph and Anna 

graduating from the high 
school in 1983. She then en
tered Haverford College, pri
marily on scholarships from 
Dexter Corp. and ITT (her 
father's employer) and from 
the Hartford Insurance Group. 

Susan worked for the Bos
ton Consulting Group and was 
admitted for the fall of 1994 to 
the MBA program at North
western University's Kellogg 
School of Business. 

Ted and Hedi both enjoy 
traveling and have been back 
to Germany many times, and 
on a recent trip were able to 
visit for the first time East 
Germany. In the spring of 
1992, they made a trip to Cali
fornia, and that fall, aremem
brance trip to Texas and the 
prison camp. 

Hedi enjoys reading, clas
sical music, working in her 

(Kerzel) Lorenz. Mr. Lorenz 
served in the German Army 
and was a POW himself, cap
tured by the Russians. After 
the war, he came to the states 
for many visits before he died 
in 1988. Mrs. Lorenz passed 
away in 1939. 

In October 1959, Hedi de
cided to come to America, liv
ing and working in Cam
bridge, Mass., as a nurse. 
When she and Ted decided to 
marry, they returned to Ger
many for the wedding in the 
city of Wilhelmshaven at the 
North Sea. 

Hedi knew the horrors of 
war. She lost two brothers, 
killed serving their country . A 
sister, Ursula, and a brother, 
Heinz, still reside in Germany. 
During the war, Hedi was also 
drafted in the labor service, 
performing farm and house-

garden and with flowers. She 
watches soap operas and ad
mits, "I was born to shop." 
Ted takes a "great interest in 
politics and following invest
ments in mutual funds." They 
are both members of the Se
nior Citizen Club. 

Ted has volunteered at the 
Bradley International Airport 
information booths since Oc
tober 1991 as member of the 
Retired Senior Volunteer Pro
gram. 

When Ted was asked a few 
final questions on his thoughts, 
he said, "To me, life is all a 
dream. You look back at ev
ery stage and (wonder) if you 
could have made a difference." 
He believes in the "Golden 
Rule," and as for admiration 
he said, "My father and fa
ther-in-Iaw, they taught me to 
treat everyone as equal." 
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He Offers His Holiday Reflections 
"Scrooge scoffs at the idea 

of Christmas ... (then) the 
Ghost of Christmas past." 

" 'Twas the Night Before 
Christmas ... " 

Thanks to Messrs. Dickens 
and Moore, these familiar 
words at this time of the year 
were part of our lives growing 
up, and remain so even today. 

I haven't met many men 
like Scrooge, but I've had alot 
of Christmas past to think 
about, especially on the night 
before Christmas. 

So with your kind indul:. 
gence ... 

Christmas time might be 
special foryou and yours; cer
tainly it is for me. 

only gift that I would treasure I 
for years, a hook and ladder 
fire truck. 

I recently was given an
other fire truck from a friend, 
made by hand (all wood) just 
because the gentleman wanted 
me to remember my years on 
the Fire Commission. It was a 
very nice gesture. 

I remember Christmas past 
when I was in the army; the 
year was 1943. Stationed at a 
camp in Tennessee,. there was 
nothing special except the 
Christmas gift package from 
my parents in Connecticut. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24.1993 

For most folks, it was a 
special time when you were 
young, and as we grow older, 
it may take a different turn. 
It's a time for the young, espe
cially if you have grandchil
dren. 

I remem berChristmas past 
in 1944, on a ship bound for 
the island of Guam. My birth
day being Christmas Eve, the 
cook on ship made me a birth
day cake. Another nice ges
ture. 

of Christmas Past 

It's a time to look forward 
to seeing their faces as they 
open the gifts, and excitement 
in seeing what Santa, their 
parents or grandparents have 
selected for them. 

And today, the latest fad, 
"Barney", that may walk and 
talk, "Power Ranger" or elec
tronic games. 

As we grow older, we 
surely remember Christmas 
past and the night before 
Christmas, for many reasons. 

I remember Orristmas past 
as a kid growing up in New 
Haven. It was not the best of 
times, or the worst. We didn't 
receive many toys; it was the 
Depression years. 

But one year I received my 

The next Christmas, still 
on Guam, the war was over, 
and we were waiting for a ship 
to take us home. It was noth
ing special, except for another 
package from home. 

I remember Christmas past 
in 1946 - better days, mar
ried now, living in San Fran
cisco with my new bride, Rita. 
Our first Christmas and first 
tree, it cost a dollar a foot -
high in those days. 

The following year we 
were still in California, but 
now parents of a three-month 
old daughter, Nancy. 

Her first Christmas was a 
great time for this new family. 
Our next move, back to Con
necticut, came in 1948. ' 

I remember Christmas past 
in 1953, the month our second 
daughter, Patricia, was born. 

cabbages and kings 
WITH JACK REDMOND 

Now there were two girls to 
celebrate the day. 

I remember Christmas past 
the early '60s, home and work 
in Indiana, but the best part 
was in the middle '60s, back 
to Connecticut and Windsor 
Locks. 

I remember our 29 years in 

town, the important additions 
to the family, our first grand
daughter, Patricia Deshaies, 
our first grandson, Mike 
Deshaies, followed by the 
Creech clan: Kevin, Lindsey 
and Brittany. 

And speaking of Christ
mas month, we have four birth-

days to celebrate: our daugh
ter Pat Creech, grandson Mike, 
granddaughter Brittany and 
their grandfather. (That makes 
for a lot of shopping trips to 
the mall for Grandma Rita). 

Other memories of Christ
mas past include reflections 
from some folks, Christmas 
songs sung at home, exchang
ing gifts on Christmas Eve, 
then attending midnight mass, 
stringing popcorn as orna
ments for the tree, candles on 

the tree (way back), a manger 
in the home, receiving clothes 
at Christmas, more important 
than toys; and everyone 
walked to church. 

Tomorrow, Christmas 
present - here's hoping you 
find, as the story goes, "The 
stocking's were hung by the 
chimney with care, in the 
hopes that St. Nicholas soon 
would be there." 

Merry Christmas to all, and 
to all a good night. 
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Welcometothe Wel~v9,!!l~ h!'?ext 1994 - . 
In 1994, try this for kicks - race? cabbages and kings 
"The best way to forget your • Bruce SqUlres: Another WITH JACK REDMOND 
own problems is to help some- successful softb~ll tourney .. 
one else solve theirs." • Sue BarsantI: To break m 

Just to mention a few of a new first selectman. 
the local citizens of Windsor • Vic Puia: Good luck Vic, 
Locks, their hopes, dreams, a with budget, snow sto~s and 
few kudos and a little kidding. trash - all part of the Job. 

have to attend those church 
pot-luck suppers? 

• John Fernald: Another 
year keeping travelers at Bra
dleyhappy. 

• Fran Aniello: He'll still 
be watching the Little League 
and parks in town. 

. • Dan Sullivan: Gold Key 
honors, richly deserved. 

• Chuck Bonadies: Good 
guys finish first. 

• Ed Ferrari: He'Il 
straighten out the DMV. 

• Jim Rumbold: Will play 
any senior in town, at tennis, 
that is. 

• Dana Bartley: Still after 
another 300 game at Bradley 
Bowl. 

• John Lee: Has earned the 
title of most popular guy in 
town. 

• Duke Marotta: Can't wait 
for the golf season to start. 

• Dave Peeler: Always 
ready to take care of the town's 
lawns. 

• Dean Ribaudo: Once a 
fireman, always a fireman. Is , 
Florida his next move? 

• Dave Farr: Yankees need 
help; he's still our town 's trea
surer." 

• Ray Marconi: The con
cerned taxpayer watching the 
budget year 'round. 

• Shari Wadsworth: The 
Donut Kettle lady, where ev
eryone knows her name. 

• Eddie Robinson: Any 
year, still active on the farm. 

• Aldo Siebaldi: Hopes for 
a good season (or his St. Louis 
Cardinals. 

• Fred Barney: Wants a 
"Nonnan" Cowboy hat for 
golf at Airways. 

• Mickey Danyluk: Keep 
those memories coming, lest 
we forget. 

• Willie Edward Wilkins: 
Still writing a new chapter to 
his life. 

• Dick Williams: Taking 
out insurance on the hopes of 
his Red Sox. 

• Mary Ann Harris: Is the • Carl Schiessl Jr.: Do I • Joe LaPierre: Isn't retire-

TownsPeople FRIDAV, DECEMBER 31, 1993 

Plenty of Hopes, Dreams and Kudos 
after a Democratic victory. 

• Pat Scelza: A coach who 
never gives up deserves a lot 
of credit. 

----------- • Ann "Nancy" Levy: 
ment just great? Board of Education needs a 

• Alice Qack: Into that woman's viewpoint. 
political sunset - could be • Hamilton Brothers: AI-
heard again? ways ready to help in civic 

• Jerry Hayes: Always functions. 
pushing for benefits to veter- • Sandra Kanigowski: Wait 
ans. ~PI1995,yourtimeiscoming. 

• CarISchiessl m:Another • Red Burnham: Order 
campaign just around the cor- those tickets for Greater Hart
ner. ford Women's Bowling din

• Bill Hamel: Keep those nero 
T-shirts handy for 1995 - • Vocal-Motion: Keep the 
"Vote for my Father." songs coming, parents and 

• Chris Kervick: Like the friends will help behind the 
battery commercial, he just scenes. 
keeps ~oing and going. • Moe Goldfarb: A man 

• Paul Mona: Keep smok- who makes Lions motto "We 
ing those cigars, it's your Serve" work. 
trademark. • Windsor Locks Fire 

• Earl Amo: Another nice Commission: Many success
guy keeping folks happy at ful years with the new team of 
Bradley Airport. _ Russ, John, Steve and Dennis. 

• Mark Hancock: Stick to Kelly and Mike 
the Olympics games. Callaghan: Newlyweds _ 

• George Hall: Always many years of happiness and 
with the right things to say journalistic coverage. 

• Class of 1994: Another 
successful senior musical; 
what was that title again? 

• Bill Kupemik: Success
fulrun as town 'snew fire chief. 

• Ken Skinner: More fans 
at the flag football games. 

• Walt Gale: Another good 
race, be it the Dexter Dash or 
Manchester, or any week. 

• Shirley Horan: When it 
comes to crossing guards, she 
is one in a million. 

• Michael Jordan: If there 
were a hall of fame for volun
teers, this nice guy (with the 
famous name) would be a 
number one pick. 

• Peter Tria: To continue 
your fine paintings at the Town 
HaU, a history lesson of 
Windsor Locks politicians. 

• Windsor Locks Journal 
staff: Continue the excellent 
local coverage of news Steve, 
Mark and Phyllis. 

And a big new year greet
ing to this little town with the 
big heart, the volunteers, big 
aiIport and solvable problems. 


